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Thou doſt but take che dying Lamp away, 
To bleſs me with thine own unclouded Day F 1 
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Behold I take away from thee, the drſire of thine eyes, with. 
a ſtroke; yet neither ſhalt thou mourn nor weep, neither ſhalk 
thy tears run down. | | h | 
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I. ET T E R 


1755. 


WHILE RESIDENT AT LIVERPOOL. 


Towcefler, Auguſt 12. 
MY DEAREST, 


brother will have told you, how eaſy and 
compoſed he left me. Indeed, I wonder 
at myſelf. But the Lord has been very 
gracious to me, and fulfils his promiſe of 
giving me ſtrength according to my day. 

My mind is not diſtreſſed. My compa- 


in their way ; but I had rather have been 


Vor. II. „„ | alone; 


Brronn this reaches you, your 


nions in the coach are civil, and agreeable, 
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„ | Letters to a Wife. 
alone; for to commune with God and my 
own heart, would be much more pleaſing, | 
than the empty amuſing chit-chat, I am 
engaged in at preſent, * 

I was enabled this morning, to com- 
mend you to the Lord's bleſſing, with 


much comfort. And 1 have a cheerful | 
hope, that He will raiſe you up in due 


time; and that we ſhall again have a happy, Will / 
and thankful meeting. Till then, let us t 
attend to preſent duty, and keep cloſe to WF 
him, by humble prayer, and \a_ renewed r 
dependance upon tie blood of Jeſus. Let n 
us, While the rod is upon us, enquire into Wi 7 


the meaning of it, and hear his voice by 
it: let us bow to his chaſtiſement, and 
acknowledge that we have rebelled againſt 
Him, and that he afflicts us far leſs than 
our iniquities have deſerved Then we 
may be aſſured, that though He cauſe as 
grief, He will have compaſſion; ;. and will & 
not only deliver us, but give us to ſce, and 25 
to ſay, that it was Sn for us to have hit 


been! in trouble. 1 eſteem | it a mercy that WI 
yo 
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While ref dent at Liverpool, „ 


you found, ſome mitigation of your pain, 
and ſome ſymptoms of amendment, before 
I left you. But had I been called away 
in the hour of your greateſt extremity, I 
ought to have relied on the Lord's good- 
neſs, and to have been reſigned to his 
| will. But alas! how weak is my faith! 
I am in perfect health, and not uneaſy 
for you. To be ſure, I think of you con- 
tinually, but my truſt in God bears me 
up. I ſhall endeavour to write by every 
poſt, but if one ſhould paſs me upon 
the road, I hope you will not be anxious. 
The Lord is my guard and my guide. 


. 
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Litchfield, Aug. 13. 

Thus far 1 am brought in ſafety, 

and am not willing to truſt the poſt any 
further, and therefore. muſt be brief. I 
met Mr. T. at Daventry, and requeſted 
him, to ſend you word, how cheerful he 
found me; fearing you would ſcarcely be- 
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to alk. 
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lieve my « own report, cel I had forme 
one to vouch. for me. I ſhould be glad 


to hear a like account of you, but I Knoy 


who has the care of you, and what good 


ground I have to truſt him. I hope ny 
firſt news will be, that your recovery is 


advancing, Many prayers to this effect! 
have offered, and am every hour adding 
to the number, though not with the ſo. 
lemnity I could wiſh. For we have hi- 
therto found ſo: much company upon the 
road, and have come in ſo late, that! 
have-not had the opportunity bf a ſingle | 
retired room. This is the only inconve: 
nience I have met with. But I know! 


1 do not ſerve a hard maſter. I pray to 
Him, who can hear the breathings of my 


thoughts, when in the midſt of company; 
and who is more ready to hear, than Ta am 
5 1 you, my deareſt; will continue 
waiting for Him, for from Him only, our 


| help can come. PI ray for a Pray ing ſpirit 
Jay's all your "hopes and all your fears be- 


fore 
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fore Him. In this way, and in no other , 


| peace and comfort will be ſurely found: 1 

* recommend you to his bleſſing, and le 
main, beyond expreſſion, 5 
6 Yours. 1 | 


| | e 15 heb 

I cannot write much to- night, 
but I muſt. tell you, in few words, all is 
well. I have met with the uſual kind re- 
ception from our dear friends have done 
my buſineſs at the Cuſtom-houſe, and re- 
| ceived many congratulations. 1 have a 
holiday till Monday, and ſhall then enter 
upon my office. As there are two ſur- 
veyors, and I ſhall be upon the river only 
every other week, the place is likely to 
afford me leiſure, which, in its turn, will 
be as welcome to me as money. Well: 
ſince the Lord has given me ſo many 
bleſſings, ſhall I not truſt him through- 
qut ? Yes, 1 thapk him, 1 hope I am war- 
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6 Teͤrters 10 4 Wife. 


ranted to ſay, I can, and do. My thoughts 


were much interrupted while in the coach; 
but I had a pleaſant ride indeed, from 
Warrington hither, and was led to won- 


der at my- many mercies, and to reſign, 
both you and myſelf, into the hands of 
God, with much ſatisfaction. - 

T have received your brother's letter, 
and I thank him for his punctuality. As 
the Lord is pleaſed to give you interval 


of eaſe, and ſleep, ſol know he can re- 


move all your pains by a word; and, 1 


= truſt- he will in the beſt ſeaſon. May he, 
at preſent, ſanctify his hand, to the-increaſ- 


ing of our faith and patience. Amen! 


F353 Liverpool at 20 Auguſt 5 
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T rave received your ſiſter's oblig- 
ing letter, with _ own dear name, in 


F welcome fight! May I be 3 TI 


0 entered 3 buſineſs e k I | 
find 
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in 


I bile reſident at Liverpool, 1755. 7 


find my duty is to attend the tides one 
week, and viſit the ſhips that arrive, 
and ſuch as are in the river; and the 


other week to inſpect the veſſels in 


the docks, and thus alternately the year 
round. The latter is little more than a 
finecure, but the former requires pretty 
conſtant attendance, both by day and night. 


I have a good office, with fire and candle, 
fifty or ſixty people under my directien, 


with. a handſome. ſix-oared- boat and a. 
coxſwain, to row me about in form. 
Mr. W. went with me on my firſt cruize 
down to the Rock. We ſaw a veſſel, and 
wandered upon the hills, till ſne came in. 
I then went on board, and performed my 
office with all due gravity. And had it 


not been my. buſineſs, the whole might 


have paſſed for a party of pleaſure. 
To day, the wind blows hard; but you 
need not be uneaſy about me, at ſuch times. 


For though my department will lead me 


to be much upon the river, it is at my 
option to embark or not, as 1 find the 
* weather. 
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„„ Letters 30 a Wife.” 


weather,” J like my tation, and ſhall 


ſoon be maſter of it. Remember that! 
am in the path of duty, and under the 


proreQtion' of Him, VR" the Winds and 


: ſeas obey. 


I perceive that you have thoughts of 
removing to Eltham, I pray the Lord 
to direct you, when and where to go; 


and that his preſence may be with you, to 


preſerve you from being hurt by unſuit- 
able company, ſo as ts forget the vows 
you have offered, in-the time of your trou- 
ble. I hope our late trial will be ſanat. 
fied to us, and that while we live, we 
may have cauſe to ſay, that God is gra- 
cious and merciful, even in afflicting us. 


If your health ſhould be fully reſtored, 
let us remember, it is but a: reprieve. We 


muſt experience, ſooner or later, another, 


and a final viſitation, to put an end to all 


our views, which are bounded with the 
term of this frail life. Happy ſhall we 
be, if, when that hour arrives, we ſhall 
be found ready, and enabled by faith in 
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I hile reſident at Liverpoch, 175 5. 9 


our Redeemer, to withſtand and overcome 
the ſhock of the laſt enemy, Death. 1 
hope and truſt we are yet ſpared, that we 
may recover our ſtrength, before we go 
| hence, and are no more ſeen. I hope, if 

the Lord is pleaſed to conduct you ſafely 
to me, and to give us a houſe of our own, 
we ſhall act, in ſome meaſure, ſuitable ta 
our obligations for ſo many deliverances 
and reſtorations as we have known; and 
learn to truſt in his Providence, and no. 
more offend him by our unbelieving fears. 
1 hope, in a few more poſts, to have the 
pleaſure of a letter, of your own writing. 
| But do not attempt it too ſoon. It is 

not neceſſary, to make me eaſy. For I 
have been helped to truſt you to the 
Lord's care, with few intervals of anxiety 
ſince I left vou. | 


10  Tetters 10a Wife. 


Liverpool, 24 Auguſt, 

* HE good hand of God has 
brought me ſafely through a buſtling, tem- 
peſtuous week. I am to keep watch to- 
night till about two o'clock. But do not 
pity me. I ſhall be moſt of the time be- 
| ſide a good fire, reading, writing, and at 
intervals praying for you, and myſelf. 1 
hear you are ſtill upon the recovery, for 
which I wiſh to be thankful. But alas! 
how much am I otherwiſe! I ſeem al- 
moſt to forget the bitter - time we both 
have lately known, and to be nearly im- 
patient to ſee you here. But do not think 
me uneaſy; I aſſure you, FE am not. But 
I cannot help feeling that you are not with 
me. To-morrow my week of reſt be- 
gins; then ſome of my friends may ex- 
pect to hear from me. Of late, I have 
only had leiſu e to write to you. Be | 
cheerful, and dependant. Make uſe of 
means preſcribed for reſtoring your health, 
8 5 but 


* 


Ip bis reſident at Livergonl; 1755. wh 

but do not reſt in them. The bleſſing 

muſt be from the great Phyſician. To 

him let us apply for it; and aſeribe to him 
all the praiſe, if we obtain relief. 


- -- Bivierpool;; 26 Agi. 

I nors.I am not capable of under- 
valuing any of your former letters, but 
| ſurely this now in my hand, is the moſt 


pleaſing and welcome one, I ever received. 


May the Lord make me thankful, that 
you are again able to hold a pen. Your 
brother repeatedly amuſed me with hopes 
of your recovery, when, as I now find, 
you were in the greateſt pain and danger. 
There is ſomething ſo cloſe and pertinent 
in the little you have written, that I am 
filled with joy. I have hardly known you 


allow, till now, that you were enabled- to - 


pray. We may praiſe God, for that pain 
or ſickneſs, however ſevere, which teaches 
us, in good earneſt, to call upon Him. 
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12 Letters to a N. 


You have been in trouble, you called u pon 
him, and he has delivered you, according 
to his word. What ſhall we render to 
Him for all his mercies! Alas, we are 
poor, and can render nothing of our own. 
But he will not deſpiſe the efforts of a 
thankful heart. I wiſh you well to El- 
tham: I fear the company there, will not 
be quite ſuitable to the preſent ſtate of 
your mind. But ] truſt you will keep a 
ſtrict guard over yourſelf, and redouble 
your prayers to the God of all grace, to 
preſerve you from evil. - Secure: ſeaſons 
for retirement, and let not the world break 
in upon you, till you have daily com- 
mitted, and dedicated yourſelf to Him, 
who has raiſed you For ne” I 97 | 
the grave. 8105 6 elt H 
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Liverpool, 2 Sep tember. 
"Tar ſtrain of your letters now, 


| makes me think a of our temporary 
ſeparation. 


1 hile refident at Liverpool, 1755. 13 


ſeparation. Be not. afraid, only believe. 

The Lord Jeſus, whom you need, and 

ſeek, invites you, and has declared, Wio- 

ſoever cometh, I will in no wiſe caſt outs | 

By nature, we all diſlike his goſpel, and 

ſce no excellence in his perſon that we 

ſhould deſire him; if this is not your diſ- 

poſition, at preſent, the change alreadx 
wrought, is his work; and He is not like 

the unwiſe, inconſiderate builder; what he 

begins, he is both able and willing to finiſh. 

You have cauſe to lament the backward- 

neſs and hardneſs of your heart (the Lord 

only knows how hard and backward mine 

is), but let not this caſt you down; He 

can take away the heart of ſtone. Nor 

think it ſtrange, if now upon your ſetting 

your hand to the plough, the enemy ſhould 

aſſault and trouble you. He will, if per- 
mitted, tempt you to ſuſpect the reality 

of all that you have experienced; he will 

ſet your ſins in order before you, and per- 

ſuade you, if poſſible, to look into your- 
ſelf for een and conditions of 
acceptance. 


* 


nn But anſwer him PHY the 
Mord of God, and tell him that he is a 
| Har, and the father of it. Chriſt not only 
has mercy for the unworthy, the ungrate- 
ful, and periſhing ſinner, who cannot offer 
one plea (as from himſelf) why he ſhould 
be ſpared ; but it was purpoſely for thoſe, . 
who anſwer to this character, that he 
came into the world to die, that He might 
ſave them to the uttermoſt. He gives 
qualifications indeed, but he requires none 
from us. Perhaps this enemy will quote 
ſcripture againſt you, and preſs ſuch texts 
upon your mind, as might lead you to 
form hard concluſions againſt yourſelf. 
But you will bear this, if you conſider, 
that he had the impudence to aſſail our 
Lord himſelf, in this manner, Matt. iv. 
This Jeſus, whom you ſeek, was in all 
points tempted and afflicted (fin excepted) 
like unto us. He has taſted ſuffering and 
anguiſh of mind, as well as death, for all 
his followers. Therefore He is a high 
prieſt who c can have compaſſion upon our 
infirmities, | 


While reſident at Liverpool, 1755. I 3 
infirmities, and is able to ſuccour them 
that are tempted, and knows n temp- 


tations mean. 
Go on, my deareſt, I truſt you are in 


the right way, wait patiently upon the 


Lord. Caſt not away the confidence you 
expreſs in his mercy, for in keeping it, 
you will find a great reward. Greater is 
He that is with us, than he that is in the 
world. Changes you muſt expect. The 
Chriſtian life is a warfare; and though the 
Captain of our ſalvation, by conquering 
for us, has ſecured us the final victory, we 
may be ſorely pinched, and ſometimes 
wounded, while on the field of battle; 
but there is healing balm provided, and 
He will be always near to apply it. There 
may be fightings without, and fears within, 
but He is faithful that has I who ö 
alſo will do it. 

J have been ſo affected, © e 
by the former part of your letter, that I 
have not time to anſwer the other parti- 
culars. It is my boarding week again, and 
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Ra ee Hes F Sept I 

Dc 4 ſtormy night you mention, 

58 was ſafe in bed. I have been but once 
upon the river this week. The wind blew 
very hard then, it is true, but I was in 
no danger. I hope a little practice will 


teach you to truſt me, with equal eaſe, at 


all times, and in all kw Mrs Ges _ 
calls me. 3 
When you come Chi you will pers 
1055 be more thankful for my being ſet- 
tled on ſhore, from what you will obſerve 
of the anxiety of thoſe who have huſbands, 
or parents, or children, at ſea, in the way 
of the approaching war. From ſuch fears 
you will now be exempted; you will no 
more have to wait, eight or ten months, in 
ſuſpenſe. When I think of my ſettlement 
n and the manner of it, I ſee the ap- 


pointment 


the 8 is bad. But fear not, for. me, 4 


— — 


«©. 


While reſident at Loerpoal, 1755. 17 


pointment of Providence fo good and hi” i 
cious, and ſuch a plain anſwer to my poor 
prayers, that I cannot but wonder and 
adore. I think I have not yet told you, 
that my immediate predeceſſor in office, 
Mr. C, had not the leaſt intention 
of reſigning his place on the occaſion of 
his father's: death; though ſuch a report 
was ſpread abaut the town, without his 
knowledge, or rather in defiance of all he 
could ſay, to contradi& it. Yet. to this 
falſe report I owe my ſituation. - For it 
put Mr. M. upon an application to Mr. 
S—, the member for the town, and the 
very day he received the promiſe in my 
favour, Mr. C. was found dead in his bed, 2 
though He had been in company, and in 

perfect health, the night before. If I 
miſtake not, the ſame. meſſenger Who 
brought the promiſe, carried back the 
news of the vacancy to Mr. S, at Cheſ- 
. ter. About an hour after, the mayor ap- 
plied for a nephew of his, but though it 
was but an hour or two, he was too late. 


Mr. 


„ Letters 10a Wife. 


Mr. 3 had already written, and ſent 
off the letter, and I was appointed ac- 
cordingly. Theſe circumſtances appear, 

to me, extraordinary, thovgh of a piece 
with many other parts of my ſingular hiſ. 

tory. And the more ſo, as by another 
_ miſtake, I miſſed the land-waiter's place, 
which was my firſt object, and which, 1 
now ſee, would not have ſuited us nearly 
ſo well. I thank God, I can now look 
through inſtruments, and ſecond cauſes, 
and ſee his wiſdom and goodneſs imme- 
diately concerned, in firing my lot. He 
knows our wants and our infirmities. He 
knows what indulgences may, by his bleſſ- 
ing, promote our real good, and excite | 
us to praiſe his name; and what thoſe are, 
which might be ſnares and temptations to 
us, and prove hurtful. And He Knows 
how to beſtow the one, and to withhold 
the other. He does all things well ! 


„„ 
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I wisH 


Sms —— Vo 


White refdent at Liverpecl, 1755. 19 


Luer pool, 7 September. 

I wisn you well in the country, 
and in what part you beſt approve. © To 
be ſure, I ſhould rejoice to ſee you, but I 
hope I ſhall not be impatient. However, 
when you are able, the ſooner the better 
for your own ſake, as bad roads and cold 
weather are approaching; and all the doc- 


tors here, think that ſuch an effectual 


change of air would ſtrengthen you; but 
they have already miſtaken your caſe. I 
wiſh you to come, when you think you 
can travel as I mentioned, ſo as to hold 
out four or five hours, ſetting out late and 
putting up early; if you can thus advance 


only twenty miles in a day, it will bring 


you to me in time. But I only give my 
opinion, I leave you to your own pru- 
dence, or rather to the direction of divine 
Providence, which, I truſt, you will both 


ſeek and find, and to which I recom- 


mend you with a humble confidence. 


Many 


=: Letters ro a Wife 


yh 


Many enquire after you, are pleaſed, to 
hear of your amendment, and hope to ſee 
you toon. I ſay, Amen, at the Lord's 
beſt time. Til then, may he ſanctify our 
ſeparation, and enable us to truſt his pre. 
cious Promiſes, and tried faithfulneſs. 


3 9 2 

I wiLL not own, as you do, that [ 

am dou but I am rather weary. I 
would be thankful for the account you 
give of. your health, appetite, and co- 
lour, I hope your ſtrength will return 
ſoon, and that I ſhall wait with cheerful 
_ patience till it does. When it ſhall pleaſe 
God to bring us together again, I hope 
we ſhall ſtrengthen each other's hands. 
Let us pray for this, while we are yet ſe- 
parated, that we may not be left any more 
to live to ourſelves, but to him; and may 
look. upwards and forwards, to be pre- 
pared for the next trial; for ſooner or later 
| more will come. „ 
The 


8 


Ii pile refident at Liverpobl. 1755. 2t 

The town is almoſt i in mourning, because 
the players are gone. On their laſt night, 
the houſe was filled by four © clock. 
Gaiety and diſſipation, of all kinds, increaſe 
daily here; when this ſpirit will ſtop, I 
know not. For myſelf, I live eaſy, and 
retired, three or four hours every day, in 

my apartment, if buſineſs will permit. 1 
need no diverſions, and walking or read- 
ing are my only amuſements, for I keep 
very little company; but my time is far 
from hanging upon my hands. I want 
nothing that this world can afford to 
amend my ſituation, but to have my deareſt 


M. with me, and for this, the Lord's time 
will ny the beſt. 5 


Liverpool, 12 September. : 
ISRALL take care to write upon 
large paper, as you deſire. But I believe 
the ſmaller may ſuffice for to-day. Mot 
of my leiſure this week will be taken up 


15 With 
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with Mr. Wh—d, which, as it is an oc- 
calional interruption, and from which ] 
hope both for comfort and benefit, I think 


you will excuſe. He came to town on Wed- | 


neſday, preached on that evening, twice yeſ- 
terday, and ſo will continue preaching twice 


a day, while he ſtays. We ſhall try to keep I 


him till Monday, though he ſays he never 
was in a place where he had fo little encou- A 
ragement to ſtay, as here. I made myſelf 
known to him the firſt night; went to 


ſee him, and converſed with him the nent 


morning, when he invited me to ſupper. 


I went home with him from the preach- 
ing, and ſtaid till ten o'clock. So we are 


now very great, and very thankful I would 


be, for the privilege. May the Lord yet 


give him to ſee, that his labour of love 
amongſt us, is not in vain. But ſurely 


this is the moſt unconcerned town, for its 
ſize, in the kingdom. I hope he is ſent 
to awaken, ſome of the people, out of their 


falſe peace. However he is, as he was 


5 en, very helpful to me. He warms 


my 
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my heart, makes me more indifferent to 
cares and croſſes, and ſtrengthens my 


faith. I find you are making acquaint- 


you will leave London ſoon, or you 
will be thought as ſingular, as your huſ- 
band. To ſpeak ſeriouſſy, it makes my 
heart glad to ſee in you one mark of a 


ters and people of the Lord, and are not 
S offended with the goſpel, which is a 

| ſtumbling-block, and rock of offence to 
many. May he carry on his work, and 
build you up in knowledge, faith, and 


much aſſurance. Amen. Think of me, 


as always nes of you, ana praying 
for u. 1 be p 


1 16 Fad 


Mx FW 26h us yeſterday morn- 


ing; 1 accompanied him on foot a little 
way out of town, till the chaiſe overtook 
| us. 
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us. hae Had" more of Ks comply 
than would h ve 0 come 0 my ſhare 1 
wel ch. I heard him 
preach wick him three 
n and dined with him once at Mr. 
Fs, and on Sunday he dined with me, 
I cannot ſay how much ] eſteem him, and 
hope, to — dying day, I ſhall have reaſon 
to bleſs God on his behalf. Having never 
been here before but one night, he was 
not known, or regarded, by the faſhionable 
8 though ſeveral of them went to hear 
him. But many of the poorer ſort, at 
| P after him, with tears. 
I commenced acquaintance yeſterday i 
with'a good man, who lately loſt his wife | 
in child-bed, the firſt year. He is the 
very picture of forrow. 1 attempt to 
comfort him, though I ſucceed but poorh 
It is only God who can ive ccf in 
ſuch a caſe. ' Yet'T think few can be more | 
capable of ſympathizing with him, than 
myſelf. What I have lately gone through 
is en upon * mind. And why was 


a 8 N not 


o EL INI LE ITS 5 


aot the event the ſame NPY Every 
way Jam nnn — 


wt elan to 8 Ky Sis the 
W firſt; but if we aſk of God, it ſhall be 
given us. I would have: you gradually 
prepare our ſiſter, for ſuch a houſe as it 
vill be our duty, and privilege, to keep; 
where God may be worſhipped, and no- 

thing practiſed or permitted, that is con- 
99 to our nen eee ; 


; 
$ 


\ | 04 8 7 | Linergod 19 September. 
I xottow you in my mind to El- 
thank, Bromley,-&. ;- though L know not 
the country. May the Lord be with you 
wherever you go, m make known to tro 
his covenant, and aſſure you of + an un- 
alienable intereſt in it. 1 ö 
\ T thank you for the accoun 0 Mr. 
B 's ſermon. You will obſerve, the prin- 
Vol. II. 1 1 
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ipal effects, or properties, of a 
faith, by which | he walked with God, wer 


| humility, and integrity. He humbled him- 
ſelf before the Lord in ſecret, claiming 
no higher title than duſt and aſhes. And 
He ſtood up boldly, as his avowed, de voted 
ſervant, before men. Let us imitate him. 
I little doubt but he was thought ſingu⸗ 
lar, and perh aps laughed ty and ſo pro- 
bably ſhall we; but I truſt grace Will 
make us ſcorn proof, and not ſuffer us to 
be in the number of thoſe, who are aſhamed 
of the Lord Jeſus, and his goſpel. No, 
] hope he will enable us to glory in the 
croſs, and to endure the oppoſition we 
may meet with, as ſeeing Him who is 
inviſible, who, when upon earth, ſubmitted 
. ” be laughed to ſcorn himſelf, for us 

e, having borne our reproach, "has ; z 
= Tight to require that we. ſhould be 


| ty and Killings; to bear e for 


han: | TEAS 308 
If the preſent "Gil e continue, 
the' ur will Heh pod to o Warringron 


Where 


SE Te 
4 - 

=o 

* 


Iii 


bring you by water in a Pilot- boat, very 


cleverly. 'Be fure, that for the ſake of | 
faving a little, expence or time, vo do 
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where it will ſuit me rather, better, to meet 
you. But if you come by Cheſter, . can 


r ‚˖‚ OO _ ww. 
. S 2 . Fw 


not overact your ſtrength. I could go on 


2 for an hour, i in Siving you fooliſh direc- 


tions, and. precautions, for your journey; 5 
but after all, it is beſt to leaye you to the 


care of the divine Providence, and to 


ſubmit. the: method f your. route, to ae 
on Jodgment.. © 11 S412 


FOR. 


* - 3 »% + N » a om SY; 
171 . ' *J-# ** 8 5 | +2 8 "g's 1 
witil £4133 43 Sh-&f #4 pp TS, 5 # 


4 > 1 23 3 


Ng Caxnar, — * che reaſons which. 
you ae taken together, will induce. you 


to come by the tage. ou mae e 
che ſpot, 


haps, judge beſt, being wpor 


and! would not overrule your inclinations. 
But as 1 iknow my Own Weakneſs, Jam 
afraid i it will be an uneaſy journey to me, 


at keaſt. As I have ſaid before, I wiſh to 


5 5 Th truſt 


2 
3 


1 
* 
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trüſt you' in the Lord's hands, vie when 
we Rave the choice of means, It is "our 
duty! to conſult Providence. Aﬀe the firſt | 
friend you meet, which 1 18 beſt adapted t to 
VJour circumſtances, as Juſt recovering 
from ilineſs. To travel from three 1 in the 


Horning til Ne or nine at it night, in a 


LL T4 $ 


from eight i in the 1 morning g Hill five in tk 
evening, in a chaiſe with your { ſiſter? © 

I pray the Lord to direct, and ftrengthen 
you, and to give me a joyful light e of you 
again. My poor weak heart ſometimes | 
rebels, and I almoſt complain, becauſe you 
are not yet able to come. But this hu- 
mour ſeldom laſts a full minute, before my 
thoughts recur to the day when I left Lon- 
don, and that filences me at once. What 
a heap of guineas (had I poſſeſſed them), 
would I then have given, to be aſſured 
that you ſhould, by this time, be ſo much 
reſtored as you are? Alas! Lam ſtill a 
ſinſul inconſiſtent creature, but the Lord 
30 1 beyond meaſure, to us ; both. 


I go 


I go on 8 vel acquaintance, 
T he Lord honours, me in the eyes of his 
own people, which is che honour I moſt 
deſire, And though ſome of the wags of 
my acquaintance, have given me the name 
of young Wh ——— d, from my conſtant 
attendance upon him when he was here, 
it does not grieve me ; and perhaps if they 

would ſpeak the truth, they do not think 


the worſe of me in their hearts. I find 
I cannot be conſiſtent, and conſcientious in 


my proſeſſion, without ineurring the charge 
of ſingularity. I ſhall endeavour to act 
with prudence, and not give needleſs of- 
fence; but 1 hope I ſhall never more · be 
aſhamed of the Fe 3 


* z 
* 8 
1 


1 bienpesk 26 "September: 
| I THANK you for thanking me, for 
the bill 1 ſent, you. But do not ſup- 
poſe I give it you. F expect to be re- 
paid— recant—T « own myfelf in debt 


e 
_ 8 


any of his printed ſermons. I lent her a 
volume. She went to hear him again, 


A ano TRY to you 
tl. -:L muſt not talk of repayment till 


Ham clear But 1 think, to do you reab 


ſervices. I could as readily. part with my 


Allie. May the Lord unite us, 2 moe 


cloſely, in his faith. and fer! 
When] firſt aſked Mrs. 2 to hear 


| Mr. Wh——9; ſhe could hardly give me 


a civil anſwer (though: otherwiſe. ſhe is. 


very obliging and reſpectful). But, cu- 
rioſity, or a better motive, prevailing, ſhe 


vent on the ſecand day. = 
very well diſpoſed, and aſked me, 11 had | 


and became his great, admirer. She her- 


ſelf firſt propoſed my aſking him to din- 
ner; and his behaviour there, confirmed 


her in her reſpect for. him. I invited our 
or five Chriſtian. friends. to, partake of 
his company. She provided. a very, hand- 
ſome dinner, and when I ſpoke of the ad- 
ditional expence, ſhe, ſaid, ſhe was, very | 
Magn bear itz but 1 do not e I 


BE» 
2 4 #7 
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that ſhe ſhall. She has borne the: reproactt 
and laugh of many of her neighbours, veiy 
well. They call; her àæ methodiſt, and ſuie 
ſeems as eaſy under thei charge, as I am. 
So ve ſee, very Wan n a be 
n apy > dps ies ene 


9 
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© Liverpool, 30 September. 
I Musr werde part of a letter 
Hole Mr. W——, have ſeveral times. 
* had the pleaſure © of converſing with 
* Mrs! N>—., God has been pleaſed to 
give her a great meaſure of your ſpi- 
«rit,” (fo he writes). ec She i is neither 
« afraid nor aſhamed to own hef _ 
«fon. Aſter a Sermon of Mr. B—, 
Pf. xxv. 14, ſhe told me, that the be 
ing of the great phyſician had done her 
more good than all her other medi- 
cines.“ Thus far he. The Lord help 
you to go on, and to incteaſe! Now me- 
Jamal 'T' am happy indeed! Now my 
„„ higheſt 


die N 
higheſt- ie are Pages if my- e 

M. is partaker of the ſame hope with my. 

ſelf. How . pleaſant. will all the future 
_ comforts, and bleſſings, which the Lord 
may be pleaſed to afford us, prove, if ve 

can diſcern them conveyed to us, in the 

channel of redeeming love! How plea. 
fant will it be, to look beyond them all, 
and, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks on another oc-, 
caſion, not to think that we have at- 
"tained any thing, as yet, comparatively 
ſpeaking, even When we have all we can 
wiſh for, but ſtill to preſs forward in our 
hopes and views, towards the prize of 
our high calling in a better world, where 
pleaſure will be without abatement, and. 
without end. 

Since you were ſo ready to believe me, 
when I faid, I had not been well, pray why, 
could you not take my word about my 
recovery? For ſhame, my deareſt. Theſe 
fears and diſtruſtful thoughts paſſed with 
us once, but we muſt aim above them 


ou. Let us have 1 no more idolatry, F, 


14. IA 


55 wVö oe 


%% 


we value each other's peace, or are willing 
to avoid ſuch fiery trials as we have lately 
known. However, whether you can believe 
me or not, I muſt tell you again, that Jam 
in good health. The Lord be with you, 
e you are, and in your journey, when. 
you move this way; and may we truſt and 
ſerve him, according to what he has done 
for us! ants - 


| Liverged, 3 Ober, : 
Ian not forry that you complain 

of! your heart, for fince our hearts will be 
bad, it is a mercy to be ſenſible that 

| they are ſo. Nor will I contradict vou, 
ben you fay, that you are ungrateful, and 

inſenſible to the Lord's goodneſs; only. .. 
remember” that you are ſo in common 

with others, and that there is not a perſon 
upon earth who knows himſelf, but muſt 
make the ſame complaint. 1 can find 
no words more ſuitable to my own caſe, _ 

4 than thoſe which you make uſe of, only 

| e T ſubſtituting 


and Jet... bow wanting, and how cold an}, t 


It and all the ſatisfattion that flows from? f. 
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2 ende not, we ſhall be gad to join with 


2 1 with to cultivate, with any degree c of in- 
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fubſtititing 3 your name for r my o own. ; "Is 
. delight, admire, and love. ts hang upon, ere 
genirnce, and every aftion of my deareſt J. 


the gracious Author of ll our ' merCies, 10 


. whom we owe each other, our happy Nin 


le might juſtly, have, parted, us long apo 
for my ingratitude ; ; He might have. hut 
out my prayers in your. late viſication; but 
He has raiſed you up to a new life. Okt 
that it may be ſo indeed! 1 

. I ſhall endeayour to .remper: my. 26 
With prudence. I am far from propoſing 
that you ſhall keep company with waſhet- 
women, in this world.  (Hereaftes, | 


ſuch.) The religious acquaintance v which 


timacy, will, I think, be confined to thre 
or Sour füniler all of whom, are better b 
in the oaths op r And 
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are ſufficiently well-bred, to be received! 


| as viſitants any where, if their principles 
did not hinder. | But this you may be 
aſſured of, that a conſiſtent profeſſion of 


s real religion, will carry the appearance of 


fingularity 3 in this town; and unleſs” you 
can confine yourſelf wholly to the gay and- 
4 careleſs, and go all their lengths, you Will 


; certainly have a bit of the crofs'to carry, 


11 


and muſt prepare yourſelf to be thought 


altered for the worſe, by ſome of your ac- 


quaintance. I' much more fear our being 
cowardly, than imprudent. But if we 
f 5 are of the number of thoſe; whom the Lord 
ill not be aſhamed to own in the great 
day, he will give us a meaſure of grace, 
| that we ſhall not be aſhamed to own his 
* cauſe and people, in the midſt of this 
8 crooked,” and perverſe generation: But, 
5 as you ay, there is 4 way of doing things, 
| 7 TY ſhall try to carry it handſomely to others. 
E : It is is not neceſſary to affront or qua rrel 
9 wich any Who have treated us Gvillyy hut 


| experience will convinde you, that Uſe leſs 


5 we are connected with worldly people, the 


* * 
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better. And as che Lord by his provi 
dence, has placed us in a ſtate of | entire 
independance; and there is no conſidera- 
ion of trade ot cuſtomers, to prevent is 
from hving, in all points, juſt as we pleaf, 
1 hope we ſhall: judge better, than to f- 
crifice our e a. true nn 
an empty ſound. 10 g 


But I perceive 3 n l Fa 
1 chal up, a fine ſet of methodiſtical ac- | 


quaintance. Should your aunt: know i, 
ſhe would ſet you down as almoſt ruined, 


But 1, who loye you better chan. a chou. | 


ſand aunts could do, congratulate you 

upon che acquiſition. You may now "4 

by the examples before you, that true fe- 
ligion has nothing in it of the unſociable 
or gloomy; but is, on the contrary, the 
ſource of peace, cheerfulneſs, and good- 
humour. If, as you ſay, you love good 
people, he who has inclined. your heart to 
love them here, will give you a portion 
- with. them, both here and hereafter; Upon 
this ſingle: eyidence, St. John grounds an 


5 e, of n ſaying, We know | 
that 
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that we have paſſed from death untb life, 
becauſe we love the brethren. W e may, 


indeed, love a good man upon other con- 


ſiderations; but to love him becauſe he is 
good, becauſe we think we ſee the image 
of our Saviour in him, and to love him 
moſt, for the beſt parts of his character, 
is not poſſible, till we have grace in our 
hearts; for till then, we have an enmity 
to the Goſpel. And though this is not 


mild and gentle diſpoſitions, the fartheſt 


ſuch can go, is tod ſay, I love the man, 
becauſe he is of a good life and behaviour, 
but he has ſome ſtrange, eee 
1 and ne N | . 


| 00 e 
ae bu do not gueſs hn 
Jam V Hifappolted,; when I receive only 
half a ide from you. Indeed, if writing 
is inconvenient to you, I could be content 
mal 2 5ͤũ uj n 
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ade line; but your excuſe ſeems td 
ſuppoſe you art afraid of wearying me: for 
you fay, I ſhorten this, merely becauſe 
my laſt was ſo long. Well, I hope a few 
more poſts will bring-us together; in the 
mean time, let me have as much of you, as 
you can comveniently commit to paper. I 
fear, leſt by the prefſipg manner of my writ- 
ing, you ſhould ſometimes think I wrong 
you by a ſuſpicion, that you will ſtay a day | 
longer than needful. But indeed it is my 
happineſs to believe; that your, heart is as 
much here, as mitt is at London. 1 
cannot make you 2 more. expenſive. com- 
pliment. But alas]! whither am I run- 
ning? 1 forget my own duty and your. 
J fear it is of the number of our great 
ſins, that our hearts cleave ſo. cloſe. to 
each other, and ſo little to the Lord; 
that we are ſo thoughtful about the fu- 
eee ſo negligent of the preſent. 
- «Irs is, at leaſt, thus with me. I fill 
afeel that you are my idol, and though 
e Lor eee you! for:my 
(Bin ſake, 


9 
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fake, ad is now raiſing you up for me 
again, as it were n Tn Frets 1 am 


liverpool, 7 Oflober.- 
'F ROY Fr what 1 felt to- 


day, while I was reading dor. dear letter, 
which —_ ne, raven wt to = 


| only behold; ene and + — in- 
creaſe your diſtreſs, without proguring 
the leaſt help or eaſe; (which 1 hope I 
hall never forget while I can remember 
any thing) tlie ſituation in which we 
—_ when the Lord enabled me to 


221 


gainſt joy to think yau 


W | Ace from a moſt dangetous 
üllneſs the expectation of ſeeing you in a 
few days and the former experience I hare 
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had; of what a happy meeting with you lt. 

cludes. all theſe different emotions of joy 
and ſorrow, of love and gratitude, dock 
poſſeſſion of my ſoul at once. And is it 
ſo indeed? Shall I receive you ſoon 3 
reſtored from the grave; and have all my 
pleaſures heightened, by the contraſt of my 

late trials? Oh! then What e I render 
money or friends have ere us, * 


od, n not actor, ſeere, 
our lives, by choking what is pleaſing 0 
dim, and wwoiding sat he hate. Ad 
eſpecially, let us Watch and pray againſt 
ſetring up dur reſt hee below, amd mit- 8 
placing that regafd upon "each other, 
which is only due to Hier May we 9. 
dae en en, 


ß!!! at 


* 


par! 
* 
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enabled to co 
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mit our deareſt. concerns, 


Him, who has ſo often heard our prayers, 
and done us good. And oh that We 
may have that moderation, both in affec- 
tion and practice, towards earchly things, 


which becomes thoſe who profeſs them- 


ſclves ſtrangers and ſqjourners here, and 
who look for a better inheritance, a houſe 
not made with hands, eternal in the hea- 


vens. Surely, it was our own-folly, that 


brought our late diſtreſs upon us. We 


had lived too much tg ourſelyes, and had 
not glorified, as we ought, the God in 
vhoſe hands our ber 1h and dan are 


all our ways. | 

When Hezckiah..1 was + Gels ad unto ? 
death, the Lord raiſed him up, and pro- 
longed his life fifteen years. But we are 
told, that he rendered not according to 
the benefit he had received, 2 Chron. 
xxxii. Alas! How, ſtrongly does this 


charge lie againſt. us! How often have we. = 


beey del to each other, after long and f 
VE TO dangerous 
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dangerous ſeparations! Ho vnd pod 

have we been preſerved from innumerab I one 
evils, to which, in ſuch a world as this; we Wl fidt 
are hourly expoſed! And yet; it has tick: 
Pleaſed God to give us a proſpect of fall. Wi O 
ing our days together, comfortably, ani Wi 20 
free from many inconveniencies, which ſo Wh i! 
merly affected us. But to keep us from | 
growing tos ſecure, juſt at the time He di 
this, He laid his hand upon yo und / * 
One ſtroke, brought us both down: to tit 
ground Now again, He is returning n 
mercy. bringing üs health, peace, an 
joy. Let us hear the rod; and ihim Wh 
hath appointed it. For if we come 0 
gether, yet again, in a thoughtleſs, ungrats 
ful, ſelf-ſeeking temper, he can again - 
parate us, in a way that we are not awan 
of. But, I hope, and pray, we ſhall be ei. 
abled to ſerve him from gratitude, an 
from a conſideration of the great thing 
He has done for us, rather than en N 
principle of ſlaviſh fear. 
7 ws wOU are really afraid of bei 
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pocrite, it is a good fign that you are nor 
one. For the hypoerite i is ſecure and con- 


fdent; and has no ſuſpicion of a miſtake. 
But the beſt perfons upon earth miſt 
own, that though; through grace, they are 
not hypocrites, there is too. much hypo- 
criy remaining in them. Their real and 
fundamental aim is, the glory of God; 
but wrerched, ſinful ſelf-will creeps in, 
and taints their beſt performances: How- 
ever, our comfort is, that the blood f 
jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all ſin. What 
2 great word is that little word All! not 


| only from. ſins of one kind, or of one 


degree, but of all kinds, and of all de- 
grees, when we apply to it, in a truly 
humble, and repenting ſpirit. 


I was not angry with you for Gonbitiia, 


Ca health, (how do you think I can be 
angry with you at all?) I only meant to 
caution you againſt an overweening diſ- 


| truſtful care, which anſwers no good end, 


but is a ſpecies of ſinful unbelief. And I 


Ns Mat Sug my judgment and ex- 


perience, 
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frequent occaſions of giving me, the ſame 


| niſh each other, leſt we ſhould be hat. 
dened through the deceitfulneſs of ſin, 


Tellers te a Wife. _ 


perience, , and notwithſtanding : aun my graue 
admonitions to you, I ſhall too often of. 
fend in the ſame way, and vou will hay 


advice, But this 1 is 4 part of our dug, 
and our privilege, to exhort and adm 


. was laſt night with Mr. | and Mn 5 
— I think you will like their acquaint I 
ance. They are ſober, ſenſible people . 
and ſeem very happy | in.cach other. What 
a pity, t that the one thing needſul ſhould : 
be wanting, when nothing elſe ſeems vill; 
be wanting! But fo i it was with us, Once. 
ad it may be better with RD hereafie, 

Thais Kh NS 14276 & ALI T 
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"MY DE RESET M. of *« 14 hy | 


2 WOULD not give vou occaſign 
| to think, that the return of your birth- day, 
is leſs intereſting to me at preſent, than 


it was ſeven ago; or that my. concern | 


in it, gives me leſs pleaſure, now # am 
with you in Liverpool, than when I'was 
exiled from vou on the coaſt of Africa. 
Ii is a part of my happineſß, and demands 
my daily acknowledgment and praiſe to 

God, chat my regard for you is no more 
| capable of being weakened by time, than 


heretofore by abſence. . Lou will not ex- 


pect me to addreſs you in the ſtrain of 


modern politeneſs, but I am perſuaded | 
that you will favourably accept What 1 
may write, becauſe you will approve of 
my motive, and my ſincerity. 

1 La) wonder at the l-cimed feſtivity 


and 


- 
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aki with which the return of 1 


| Urown both the paſt and the future, 1 
tice to vou. For What! 5 the language d 


and ſeaſons Which cannot be recalled), 
and that death and eternity have advanced 8 


= And therefore, I Judge, that A birth: -day is2 | 


Laune Wife. | AY 


birthday, is uſually obſerved. Multitudey 
who with reſpect to che paſt, can find lic 
to make them reflect with pleaſure, o 
their having been brought into the world 
and with reſpect to thę future, tremble in 
the midſt of all their parade, at the ſeri. 
bus apprekenſion of death; yet agree th 


noiſe and diffipation, | For my own 

5 ſee fufficient reaſon to make my Und 
day, 8 more especially, a ſeaſon of fern 
reſſection. 8 And 1 recommend the piac- 


a birth-day ? 0 Has i it not a warning 1 Voice, 
to prewns that another year, of bur time 


and opportunities, is cloſed upon vs (time 
and. talents f for which \ we are accountable | 


$4 4 71050 


nearer to us by the ſtride of a5 hole year? 


very improper day for mortals. to be bh. : 
l ene. 210 thoſe, whoſe! heatts ate 


deeply 


6 "ip it £2 2. I» 
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While refident at Liverpoll, 1757. „ 
reply gaged in the things. of this 


bes . dhi6wwery alta 
ol the occaſion, would be, (like the hand- 
writing on the wall to Belſhazzar, Dan. v.) 


and to turn their joy to heavineſs. But 
uch is our depravity, that till grace touches 


tereſting truths, can make no proper im- 
preſſion upon us. But I feem to r 
that J am writing to -nä̃ 

I am no enemy to joy; and I am Ft 
the real Chriſtian, . has peace with God, 
and in his on conſcience, has both the 
best title to joy, and the beſt diſpoſition 
bor it. invite you to rejoice; but let. it 


ner. Rejoice in tbe Lord, aud rejeice with 
trembling. . Let us learn from. the. firſt, the 
ſure grounds we have for rejoicing; and 


from the ſecond, the many elde, 
which auld Acme SAR Ad our Joy, 


414-4477 
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ſufficient to put a full ſtop to their feaſt, 


be in the right way, and in the right man- 
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I le e many, pk are yet — 
re ſuffering from evils to which you are 
equally expoſed | 25 1 | make no o ſcruple to 
beings for which you Tee cauſe to be 
us e to bleſs us with a true affec- 
tion, to reſtore us to each othet after long 
ſeparations, to recover us from long fick- 
neſſes, to fix us in our preſent fi ſituation, 
and above all, to direct our hopes beyond 
the preſent world for our chicf happineſs. 
This is the crowning mercy. If che Lord 
| has ſhewn you und me, thoſe things which 


it pleaſed God to bring 


Vor. =. D are 


* 
' 
I 


ue . 8 ne i A | 
| prudent; if, we know our diſeaſe and our 
remedy, that we are ſinners, helpleſs, and | 
hopeleſs in ourſelves, but ſigners for hm | 


a ſure, and free ſalvation, is provided in 


N Jeſus Chriſt, and that we have ground t 

: hope that we are intereſted in the pardons, : 
and promiſes, of the goſpel, that the has 
of our head are numbered, and that all | 
things are working for our good. That 
God will be our ſun and ſnield here, and 


our Portion! for evet. If theſe things are 


fo; we may well rejoice, but {till it muſt © 
bein the Lord; for all our good, preſent, 
and hoped for, is from him alone. 
But I ſay, ſecondly, Rejoice with trem- | 
bling. Our joy, in this. world, cannot be 
unmixed. There are unavoidables, which, 
5 though they cannot take it from us, vill 
5 and ought to temper it; ſuch as theſe—An 
ingenuous ſenſe of our unſuitable returns | 
for ſo many, and great mercies. May i 
' Gad preſerve us from that terror of mind 
a 17 
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will be the portion of thoſe. who now 1 
him not. We need not be, diſtreſſed, dor 
though we have ſinned, Chriſt, has died 
for ſinners, and is able to fave to the ut-. 
termoſt. Vet, certainly, we have much * 
cauſe to grieve, and be. aſhamed, that we. 
have lived ſo long to ſo little purpoſe, 
that we have received ſo much and ren 
dered ſo little, and that after all our 
experience and reſolutions, we are ſtill ſo 
inactive, and unſtable, in his ſervice. | 
„e ſnares, temptations, and enemies 
around us, may make us thoughtful, if they 
do not make us tremble. Theſe would 8 
ſurely prevail againſt us at laſt, were not 


the Lord on our ſide. We may almoſt 
X Wh tremble likewiſe, forthe ſins of thoſe among i 
h, whom we live. Lot choſe to reſide | in 
u Sodom, becauſe i it was Aa pleaſant country, 
\n and well watered ; but the ſins of the in- _- 
0s WW habitancs, ſoon made him forget the ad. 
vantages of the place. His righteous ſoul * 


was vexed, from day to day, by their un- 
er WW godly deeds. And ſo ſhall we feel, if we 


D 2 have 


OO WE WE = * 
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$2. Letters r a Wife, 


5 I "Wh weck w BHS? N \\ 
have a due regard for the g glory of of Gt 
Me! Wb 6f Chriſt; and the fouls of! out 
_ fieighboirs. We hate Heeäſe 'caille iy 
kenden en we thick Gf the 
chat mem at Pre ſent, Manging Ser a ff, 
mmſenſible nation. We have juſt feaſouts Bb 
fear; leſt mercy ſo long deſpiſed, Thould be 
withdrawn.” Let us, ke gOd EI, tre: 
| ble for the ark of God. And it this vicw 
we may tremible for ourſelves, for we hatt 
contributed our part, to the filling up th 
ga of mation Spar: peck we hart 
in poblic nor Wed for it inf 
| Eret, as we ought. And though, I truſt, 
it ſhall be well with us at laſt, who can 
tell what ſcenes of diſtreſs, and difficulty, 
we may be appointed to ſtruggle through, 
while we are upon earth? And therefore 
we ſhould tremble, while we rejoice. 
I could enlarge my homily, would time, 
: and paper permit. In brief, you have, to 
my comfort, been ſpared to finiſh another 
. The event of che next is uncertain, 
1 1 would 


* 


8 ne, 
While lb al 7 fb —_ 757. 3 
= FOMA03 100 118997 HD. & IVE! 
! would therefore exhore., yourand myſelf- 
to lve "IN ent- Rack ough it Would a 
though, it certainly, were, ta he our | 
lt may 


our e to the throne. of: grace 


fed, truſting in the : 
come liſe, come death, 3 
ler peace * contin 
to move u ne en | ad 
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GELS... een Wb 
ur DEAREST 5 


3 Tavs far it is 4 4 I rf 
ſhall be to the end. The weather is 5. 
the roads: good, the horſ#free,. and eaſy, 
He has not ſtarted once, e he lows: 
times raiſes his ears. A en bee 
Now Rand then, 1 101 ſome Minges at 

Were forced from you, though but ſor a 
ſeaſon, but the cauſe makes 'amends, | 
Three or four weeks will, I hope, re- unite 
us; and then, one hour will repay the pains 
of abſence. Let us not with away the 
interval, but make the moſt of it, for it 
will ſoon be over. The new ſcene of life 
which appears to be opening before us, is 
very important. We have need to pray 
0 earneſtly, conſtantly, for each other, and 
for ourſelves. Make much of the means 
of grace, reſerve ſcaſons for retirement. 
Endeavour 


While reli as Tod, 1758. S8 


Endeavour to Wöld“ the company by 
which you cannot improve, and to im- 
prove by that which you cannot avoid, 
Adieu. May the peace of God here, pre- 

19 g for his glory hereafter, Amen! 


5 0 nen., 13 be 

1 nvs teceived my title from Mr. 
C. and ſhall proceed. to-morrow.. I can 
hardly be more happy while ſeparated. 

from you, than at preſent. Dear Mrs. 
A. who is well, is ſicting by me upon her 
huſband's knee,” While poor I, am like a 
rartle without my mare, But Prruſt my 
time will come again. Till then I Kan 
think, write, and pray, I can repeat your 
name a thouſand times; and thereforę. I 
look at them now, with a pleaſure ummixed 
with- envy.” Bur 1 mut not trifle. | 1 ex- | 
pect ſoon to aſſume a character, Which 
ought, if poſſible, to wean me from every 
thought that terminates in felf, or time. 
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! 3 . SAM ee I 
Pray for the rm y deareſt , my hour: « i 


i SOR; e mn hank, i 


"which wil 
ca f l 2h Hatt, we 1 and, zeal, 
Bet che heeafat"fopply ig Hebt E our. 

Led mee kae of 0 . 
clency for me, for yo W and for chat 
ſeek. May he give you that peace x which. 
paſſeth all understanding, may he bleſs * 


YT) Ji] 


while apart, and) Join us again b to our 
tual comfort, R here for à time, and Tacke 


fo 1 1 yer bl, a4 et? J kts 145 © $: SE} 2 i} 9 
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FO Loudon, 23 December; 
Vers All is over, for the pre- 


ſent, 10 1 have only « cheated. you out of a 
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journey to London. Laſt nig ght 1 Waited 


on the Biſhop of Cheſter, 5 Je, TH, N 
me with great civility; but he fad, as 

title was out of his dioceſe, he coul e : 
me no effectual | ſervice, and that the no- 


tice was much too ſhort. © However, be ; 


36 TY 


counterſigned .my teſtimonials, 2 wa 


r ww XvX3oa% 12 


WY © KWA 99 
While re ofident at Liverpool, 17 58. 57, 


41 J0 Won yi ieh 1 IT u f 
ref me Pp Jo „N. fl the Archhiſhap' 8 
chaplain. . On, him w ajted this morning... 
He referred me to the ſeeretary, and from! 
him J receiyed the ſofteſt refuſal. imagins | 
able. He had repreſented my affair. toy. 
the Archbiſhop, but his Grace was in- 
x 855 in ſupporting, the rules and Sen a 
the church, Kc. u aint bos ans th 
Had my eye been ole no higher, 55 a 
to his Grace of York, I ſhould have been g 
diſpleaſed and diſconcerted; but I am in 


the hands of the great Lord of all. He 


if 


has been pleaſed to prove me, whether my 


ſurrender to his vill was ſincere, or not, 
and He bas enabled me to ſtand the trial. 
As fure as our names are John and Mary, 
you will find that the, time, and | expence of, : 
this j Journey, Vin 505 b 


FEI 


188 


will make all theſe things ſubſervient N . 


our good. 17 can open kde door in 


a minute. : Tips 1 52.9 oyn i Chace 
an 


har) on N65 any nd to ſer our, f od 
about, Thurſda * * be the ſecond 


a 


Own away. Th 54 
a quite, fa atisfied and ca 5 5 „The Lord 
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> etters 10 @ Wife. . 
att ip Tatwaty, before J reach home, 


though 1 long to ſee you, with all the er. 


gerneſt of a lover. Take care of your 
Auer eſpecially e eee 


Chatham, 29 Decentber,” 
Tx CAME xz hicher, with your brother, 
on 1 Our family are all well; 
and well pleaſed with my deſign: only 
ſome of them expreſs a little of their cares, 
and fears, about money- matters. Mamma 
had a pleaſing proſpect that I ſhould be 
curate to Mr. 8 —, that you might be 
near her again. But this proſpect laſted 
only half an hour, for, upon enquiry, | 
- found he was provided. I hear Mr. Her- 
vey is dying, ſo that 1 cannot ſee him in 
this world, You may truſt me, to make 
the beſt of my way home. I ſeem, already, 
to have been from you, the term of an 
African voyage; and till find, as hereto- 


fore, that nothing can make amends for 
| « | : the 


Mpile geden at L 59 


the want of your company. Though 1 the 

» Lord permits difficulties and hinderances 

+ to ariſe for the trial of our faith and Pa- 

j tience, I cannot believe, that he either diſ- 

| approves, or will finally diſappoint, my de- 

fire to ſerve him. I ſurrendered myſelf 
to his diſpoſal without reſerve, and I can- 
not wonder, nor ought I to complain, if 
He takes me -at my word, and puts my 

. ſy: to the [ng Mr. B— is 2 


abled to ſhew, 5 ſays be is s perſtaded we 
ſhall. be no loſers. He doubts not but 
the Lord will give us more tlian He will 
call us to part with. Be this as it may, as 

to dirty money; if He gives us grace and 
peace, if He continues our affection, and 
preſerves us to each other, if He is pleaſed * 


* bd be with us in every trouble, and exi- 
ke gence, if he affords us a clear evidence of 
5 our intereſt in a heavenly inheritance, if 
nn He favours us with a calm, believing 3 ac- 
0. quieſcence in his will, if He honours us 
or with uſefulneſs in this life, and crowns us 


the | EE. with 


4 87 51 a 2 Men 


ae a hetrn—we tall: furel 
bare; no Aauſe for complaint. If once | 
ven reach heaven; we ſhall not, think: that | 
ve did, or ſyſfeced, dug much for Elim abe 
loved us, arc: gave himſelf for us. One 

glance of that happineſs which ſhall en- 
dure for ever, will abundantly-overpay W 
ſor all the cares, and fears, we experienced | 
ding dur pilgrimage. PASS Vim 
Its gs ie you e 

+ reſigned, upon the event'of my late attempt, 
This is a mercy I would, if neceſſary or 
2 Lanier or: lawful; have purchaſed i at the 
price of: a imb. Nothing diſquieted me 
þ firſt of my deſign, but the fear 
of involving you in:difficulties, or cauſing 
. yu uneaſineſs. But in this, as. in a thou- 
 ſand;anſtances, I haue found' the Lord!z 
hearer of prayer. And I hope, and be- 
-lieve, he has a hleſſing in ſtore for you, 
dan this account. You: know. me too 
well to fuſpe t me of flattery; I give you 
"my 9 adbviee/cn when 1 think 3 it necdful. 
It 


OY gn > 
PEE, e e ff da. 


Fou habe, from tlie: firſt xiſe ol this affair, 
Added a part, whichoperhaps few of ydur 


Leeds, and ever ſince. Take courage, 


** is 3 We at ut IR 
ther ought/I to; withhold deferved: praiſe. 


ſex could equal. To make ſuch ſacrifices, 
: grounds, is not common. I can only lay, 
mary thanks, indeed, are due to the Lord, 
who gave you to me, and ho gave you 
every qualification that could engage my 
heart, and gratify my utmoſt wiſhes in a 
wife. My next, are due to you. The 
whole term of our union, forms a ſeries of 
many a proof of recollected love, as Thom 
ſon ſpeaks. But nothing has more ſtrongly 
enhanced my love, and gratitude to yon, 
than your conduct when we were laſt at 


hold on, the end will anſwer your expec- 


tations. I can ſay nothing as to particu- 


lars, but in general, I am ſure that none 
vdo put their truſt in. God, ſhall be finally 
Ae: 1 . you have your fits of 

fear 


beer and unbenef „ we likewiſe & 

verely felt them at times. But mind 
them not, or turn them to advantage, by 
making them occaſions of more frequent, 
and carneſt*prayer.' For it is written, 
Call upon me in trouble, and J will deli- 
ver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me. Let 
us be diligent in the means of grace; | 
theſe are the paths in which the Lord has 
commanded vs to walk, and where he has 
promiſed to meet us, and bleſs us. The 
enemy would fain keep us from them, 
or make them burdenſome; and he bas 
too often prevailed. Should not expe- 
tience make us wiſe? Has it not always 
been beſt with us, when we have been 
moſt diligent in prayer, moſt attentive to 
the ſeriptures, and moſt diſengaged from 
the world, and from trifling company ! 
Have we not found a vanity in every thing 
but religion, eſpecially when trouble has 
ſtared us in the face, or when pain, of 
ſickneſs, have taken hold of us? Why 
then ſhould we be fooled and deceived 


any 


While refideit at L 1758. ar? 
any more? Let us return to the Londa 
there is forgiveneſs with him for the — | 
| ſupplies ſuited to every need, none that 
come to him ſhall be caſt out, none that 
reſt on him ſhall be overthrown, none that 
love, and ſerve him, ſhall be unrewarded. 
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on my ; account. V Wha ver you have ſuf. 
fered, or may ſuffer ff or me, you ſhall be; 
made amends, ſo far a as gratitude will pals. 
for payment, and ſo. xr as the ſtudy, of my 


| life can promote your, fatisfaQion. , wh y 


have had fears for me, they were, needlefs... 
And I hope you will in time learn. to tral 
me, and all your, concerns, to God, WhO 
careth for us. I leſt London on Saturday 


about ten, but ſoon found I had a very in- 


* * ee to 


travel mine; 1 hows I tell 5 hw 
impatient I am to ſee my dear M. he will; 
| not move one foot the faſter. When, By 
came to Barbet, 1 demurred ahout the. 


road; at length 1 turned to the right, not 
„ knowing 


T nor t this will come in time, ei- 
ther, to prevent, « or relieve, your uneaſinek,, | 


N amel: 1759. 6g) 
knowing when I might have fb good an 
opportunity of ſeeing the n I men- 
tioned in my laſt.. ,,. 


put up at Welling. ſent a note to 
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] Dr. Young, and received for anſwer, that 
4 he would be glad to ſee me. I ſpent an 9 
h hour with him. His converſation was . 1 
T agreeable, and much anſwerable to what 4 
| expected from the Author of the N ight I 
Thoughts. He ſeemed likewiſe ph E 
/ with me. It would have ſurpriſed you to | j 
hear how I let my tongue run, before this Jy 
great man. He approved my deſign « of en- 2 
! tering the miniſtry, and ſaid many encou- . al 


raging things up n the ſubjea\ and when ' 
he diſmifſed © me, deſired that 1 would 
never paſs near his Mane without calling 
upon him. 7 : | 
1 ſpent. Sener at Everton, and am p 
gad went, though it will coſt me two 
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N days more abſence from you. The firſt five « 
| miles from thence into the York road, 


were, I think, the worſt I had ever nid, 
or en. 1 was ſometimes | in fear for my- 


ſelf, 


— 


feli : but more frequently for my poor 
Horſe, leſt I muſt have left him ſtieking 
in the clay, as a memorandum of my hav. 
ing paſſecl that way. When put qup at 
night; I/ found chat I had come, about ſu 
miles beyond the place, where J ſhould 
have turned off. It was a Poor day's 
urney, but eighteen miles in all, and 
ſix of them out of the way. On Tueſ. 
= 1 was adviſed to keep on ſixteen miles 
further. and I ſhould find a turnpike road 
to Leiceſter. If I had miſſed this turn. 
ing likewiſe, I ſhould have miſled'-ſomy 
trouble and treß pidation. 1 had hire ae 
miles 'croſs road to go, and fund tnuck 
of it, a. croſs road! indeed. Though th 
worſt pieces of it, if taken together, were 
not above ten miles, I would rather go 
an hundred miles round, than travel it 
again. I am-Rill; a hundred miles from 
you, but 1 have ho more kind friends, bot 
croſs roads, to detain me. Thank the 
Lord for preſerving me in health; and 
ann. My horſe x recovered from his 
—_ 5 gi: 
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on by myſelf, for if any perſons were going 


my; way, they would hardly have patience 
to wait my horſe's motions, nor would he 


mend his pace to pleaſe any body. But 


truſt I am not alone, nor do I often 
feel a want of any company but yours, 


Continue to pray for me. I truſt we ſhalt 
lie to ſee the hand of God overruling 


every: thing for our benefit; and that 
every ſeparation, inconvenience, or ex- 
pence, occaſioned by à deſire of promot- 


ing his glory, ſhall eee WW 


vim FOE: . 1 


£1 


. melt. an n. 
' I canwor tell you, how oſten your 
ele name has been in my mouth, - ſince 
I left you, nor how- earneſtly, and fre- 


quently, I commend you to the Lord's 


bleſſing. May he teach us to improve 
theſe ſhort, occaſional ſeparations. When 


* am abſent from you, JI moſt ſenſibly 
feel 
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fight, Ws 8 in better order than 
when I left London. I am likely to jog 
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fee how dear you are to me; and "what 
a heavy trial J ſhould have, if God was 
to take you wholly from me. T ovughit 
to 8 that He will enable me to 

bear, whatever he may appoints becauſe 
=" is his promiſe; but at preſent it 


ſeems, that ; a blow. ſo. near o Dy, heart, + 
e long... and baer elt, in exen 


WO. 


calls 


other circumſtance. of life, and that) 


ſhould find Pleaſure in 


nothing, but in 


demoanmg my loſs. 4 doubt not, but 


vou have ſimitar thoughts, upon the ſup⸗ 
poſition. of my being ren 

we therefore 5 in the firſt place, 
be thankful that we have been fo often 
reſtored, and fo long. proſeryed,. to each 
other; and that our affection is ſtill main» 
tained inviolable, and increaſing, And 
ſecondly, to. be watchful, and cautious, 
that we do not, by our idolatry; or ingra- 
| titude, render it neceſſary for the Lord, 


even in mercy, to wound us in the moſt 
ſenſible part, and to punifly either of us, | 


in the * other. be 
| You 


8 2 


noved. May, 
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Fo did not bid me write, be⸗ 
| 3 fuppoſe; you hardly chought 1 
cod refrain, for ſo many tedious days, 
from giving my mind 4 little vent. Ho 

often have 1 told” you, that whatever 
| pleaſure, or amuſement, I may find i in the 
company of friends, yet there is a pecu- 
har ſomething, that ſhares i in, and gives 
a inexpreſſible caſt to every motion of 
my mind, when you are "abſent? A man 
deprived of his right hand, may go about 
his buſineſs with the ſame ſpirit, and ala- 
crity, as in time palt; yet every thing he h' 
undertakes; will neceſſarihy remind, and 
convince bim ol his 1obs. ; This, or fome- 
thing ike” it, 
ſand dies; Wir as 1 Write a ſpeak. 
from my heart,” the” thought ' occurs. 28 
ae to me, as" at the. Aft; "and T 5 
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not 3 avoid W it. 1 am afraid 
of idolatry, 1 am afraid we have been, 
\ and; (till. are, too . guilty of the charge; 
and the Lord, to whom alone we belong, 
and- to wWhom all our ſervices, and affec- 
tions, are primarily due, might juſtly, very 
juſtly, blaſt. our boaſted pa 


* 


diſe. Yet 


He formed us for each other, and his 
Providence brought us together. Tt 
is no wonder if ſo many years, ſo many 
endearments, ſo many obligations, have 
produced an uncommon effect; and that 
by Rog habit, it is become almoſt impoſ- 
ſible for me to draw a breath, in which 
you are not concerned. If this murual 
affection leads us to the fountain from 
whence our bleſſings flow, and if we can 
regard each other, and every thing about 
3t us, with a reference to that eternity to 
: : Which we te haſting, then are we happy 
indeed. Then not even death, (the dread 
of e 3 of thoſe np live in 


1 the 


we . it to him that our ſouls are ſuſ. & 
ceptive of tender, and generous feelings. 


While 22 al i 


for a little ſpace as the pier of a'bri PR 
divides the ſtream, for a few moments, 


but cannot make a real ſeparation. | The 
friendly waters ſoon mix again, and With 55 
one force, 1 e en forward 
1 the ocean. 2 1 


Were it not en the: apporr wy Yew 
lieving that there is a deities anda longer 


day, beyond the grave, I ſhould ſink down 


in deſpair, and ſtarve, if I may uſe a vul- 
gar ſaying, in the midſt of plenty. For 
though I have known too much, not to 
ſmile at the cold diſciples (if there are any 
ſuch) of Platonic love; yet methinks a 
regard like ours, is deſigned: to - flouriſh 


in a better world than this, and can never | 


appear diſplayed to its full extent, and ad- 
vantage, until tranſplanted into thofe re- 
gions of light and joy, where all that is 
imperfect, and rranfient, ſhall be no more 
known. Here then is the true plan of 


happineſs' for us; to conſider that God | 


who 
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e poſſeſſion of their viſhes) Aue 
bum us Death kcſelf can bay part us 
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1 1s . a no letter. 
I | begin to fear 1 tall oo have: one b 

pci neee have been mor 
welcome, or more neceſſary. I can but 

poorly bear your abſe ct ae . 
I ſeem to need you now, more than ever. 
1 feel much ſuſpenſe, and anniety, about 
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1 by oma A dener meh „ fomeboty," has 
1 quite cured me. But as a few 


days ef my 
leave of abſence, are yet unexpired, and 


the Collector (to whom 1 told a fad ſtory, 
what a poor diſconſolate thing I am) has 
added {ix more to them, I think to take a 
journey into Yorkſhire, and to meet you, 
in good time, at Mancheſter. I am told, 
the coach performs in two days, which 5 
am afraid will be fatiguing to you; but if I 
get hold of you again, you ven now want 
for good nurfing. e LOO A 1 2 
„I am glad pt been edetG . n. 
water; for I wiſh you to ſtrive againift, and 
conquer, vain ann do Tus N way of 
doing this efefhon? 
hopes and fears, where Sake they 4 are Abe. 
Vol. . E Let 


e 


— 
3 


Let us pray os grace to . . Pn 
and his goodneſs, and then we need not 
be afraid, though the earth be moved, 
and the mountains caſt into the midſt of 
| the ſea. | Many. a prayer I have put up for 
vou, ſince I faw you. I hope the Lord will 
anſwer us. for ourſelves, and each other. I 
hope you will not be wanting to pray far | 
yourſelf, Prayer 1 is the great ſecret, which 
gives the true reliſh to life. When I « can 
pray with ſome liberty, I find all goes on 
well; when I cannot, I have no real plea 
5 fore in any thing. 5 8 believe, 1 ſhould not 
"ave begun my, letter | in ſo complaining a 
: ſtrain, if I was not much out of frame 
for prayer. Draw nigh to God, and he 
| will draw nign to you; is a maxim that 
we ought always to regard. To- morron 
"I ſet. off. far Yorkſhire. _ But how gladly 
| would I give vp the pleafure of viſiting my 
friends there, to. fly, by the ſhorteſt road, 
to you, that I might tell you by word of 
e 111 wWas able, how much I am 
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"You: Wll is” wonder that 1 
| chooſe the formality of writing, when we 
have fo many happy opportunities of « ex- 
changing hearts, by diſcourſe. But 1 in this 
way I can collect n my thoughts, and preſent 
them to vou, in one view. And you can 
likewiſe peruſe, 'and reconſider them, at 
your ies Therefore without further 
ape apology or N I 'propicd d to. the 
: point. $2 5 
AND hough” it is not neceſſary, it always 
| gives me. Pleaſure | to repeat, how truly I 
love you, how much my happineſs de- 
: pends upon You,” and chat 1 never taſte 
| pleaſure more Hite rely myſelf, than when 
1 am "inftrumental to the promoting of - 
yours. And that, on the contrary, I 
account it among my moſt: painful trials, 
if either through inadvertence or neceſ- 
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firy, F occaſion you any aneaſined I 
allume no merit from being able to ſay 
this. It amounts to no more, than that 
| I "know + when I am well. Beſides it is a 
juſt debt, in which I ſtand bound for the 
pon obligations, your affection 
aily increaſes upon me. I ſhould be 
; A not to perceive, and ungrateful if I 
did not acknowledge, that. you. are not 
behind hand with meu in your inclination; 
and, from the turn of our circumſtances, 
you have hed fairer opportunities of ſhew- | 
ing, what ſacrifices you can make for my 
repoſe, eſpecially vichin, theſe lt oy 
years. ba 
Andi ſtill i it ſeems the e's is, 6d 
wil be, on. your, fide. I am ſtill ſtriving 
to decline the thoughts of an undertaking, 
which though. hernile. I ſhould think 
agreeable, has this. momentous difficulty 
attending . that it has not your full 
concurrence, and approbation. If I thought 
myſelf in che path of duty, and had you 
on * fide, f methinks al trials would be 
e comparatively 
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comparatively light; but when duty ſeems | 
to call one way, and my regard for your 
peace ſeems to plead powerfully for an- 
other, how can 1 but be greatly per- 
plexed? 
Not but that 1 am 0 aſſured, if ] 
told you, I was at ſuch a pinch, that 1 
could ſee no medium between grieving 
you, and acting againſt the light of my 
don mind, you would comply with any 
_ propoſal I could make; and would rather 
ſuffer: in filence, than ſee me at continual 
variance with myſelf. But ſuch a conſent 
would not ſatisfy me. The more you 
conſtrained yourſelf for me, ſo much the 
more ſhould I be pained for you; and 
thus, by our ſenſibility, we ſhould give 
each other greater trouble, in Propor- 
tion as we endeavoured to avoid it. 
I hope therefore that I write this in a 
happy hour, and that the Lord, who has 
power over all” hearts (to, whom we owe 
our all, and eſpecially © our mutual love), 
will accompany it with his bleſſing, that I 
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d der merey extort your conſent; but 
obtain your full concurrenee and appro- 
bation to my deſign. I much Aeſtre Ito 
enlarge my little attempts imithe way ſof 
preaching, or expounding, (call it what 
you pleaſe), in Liverpooh 'The!with of 
many here, the advice of many abſentz 
and my own judgment (I had almoſt 
ſaid my conſcience), are united on one 
ſide; which I think would preponderate 
againſt Mr. B's ſingle ſentimentz if 
your fears wont not add mee 
He ſcale. Mrd 5885 OA ! If! mot 
The late death we bdan bases of St. 86 


Viour's, has preſſed this concern more 


cloſely upon my mind. I fear it muſt be 
wrong, aſter having | ſa\folemnly- devoted 
| myſelf to the Lord for his ſervice; to | 
year away my time; and burꝝ my talents 
in ſilence (becauſe J have been refuſed or- 
ders in che church), aſter all the great things 
that He has done for me. And ſhould 
He throw me upon a ſick bed, or viſit you 
n, ani believe the ſenſe of my 


cowardice, 8 
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cowardice; and indolence, in this: buſineſen 
would greatly aggravate my diſtreſs. 10 
I think there are but two poſſible oh. 
jections againſt my purpoſe. The firſt: is; 
That E' ſhould probably draw upon my- 
ſelf, ſome of that ſcorn or oppoſition, 
which, in a greater or leſs degree, is the 
uſual: portion of thoſe who determine to 
be faithful, But even if this was a weighty 
ſomething, though indeed it. is quite light, 
when compared with the bleſſings pro- 
miſed to thoſe ho ſuffer for the truth; 
it is ſome encouragement to find, char 
after it has been publicly known/Sedar | 
than a twelvemonth, that ſeveral of my 
friends frequent my e on a Sunday 
evening, I have not had the leaſt diſturb- 
ance near home, nor been treated with 
the leaſt diſreſpectʒ or ridicule abroad, upon 
that account.” "And'if T procured! a larger 
place to ſpeak in, I might ſtill 8⁰ on as 
quietly. However Jam N to. ven- 
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prudence, .ought to be attended to. But 
I think that if I choſe ſuch times only, as 
would not interfere with my buſineſs, 1 
ſhould-run no hazard of loſing my place. 
And this is the opinion of my immediate 
ſuperiors in office, whom I have con- 
ſulted upon the point. Nay 1 know not 
but the diminutions I have found in my 
emoluments, may be owing to my heſi- 
tation. If I ſerve the Lord heartily, he 
will be anſwerable for conſequences; but 
fl continue. to ſerve him by halves, and 
to rebel againſt the conviction of my 
mind, will it be any wonder, that when 
1 look for much, it ſhould come to little? 
Tou know that I am not wholly in- 
competent, either as to knowledge or ex- 
Preſſion. Shall J flatter your regard for 
me, by hinting, that, perhaps a ſtep 2 
this kind, may (in a little time), gain me 
more reſpect and eſtimation than I have 
yet known ? But, I hope, we both wiſh, 
to be governed by a nobler motive. It 
| will be of, little moment Nat the people 


** 1 1 j* I 
BEES we ES : | 


Ws 


While reſident at Liverpool, 176 2. 81 


of the world once thought of me, when 
they, and we, ſhall ſtand: Wan the judg- 
ment ſeat of Chriſt! | 

You juſtly en of dull Sabbaths. 


Let us then embrace the firſt favourable 


opportunity, of aiming at what may more 


enliven them. You love to hear me ſpeak, 5 


upon all occaſions. And I think you have 
ſometimes heard me with pleaſure, as a 


preacher. And, you know not what bleſſ- 


ings may be yet reſerved for you. Per- 


haps the Lord may ſend you the greateſt 


favours, by the hand of him, from whom, 


you are kind enough to accept the ſmalleſt 
trifle with complacence. 

Aſter all, as I have already ſaid, I can- 
| not be content with forcing your bare 
acquieſcence. T beg therefore you will 
think it over frequently, and intreat the 


Lord to direct us both. Perhaps, before 


long, it may ſeem to deſerve your appro-— 
bation, To hear you ſay ſo, would make 
me quite another perſon.” For while - ing 
remain in this ſuſpenſe, 1 feel, at times, 
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* The W of my ns. and 1 | 

counſellor, moderated the zeal which dictated the pre. 
ceding letter, and kept me quiet, till the Lord's time 

came, when I ſhould have the deſire of my heart, 

Had it not been for her, I ſhould, perhaps have pre. 

cluded myſelf from thoſe important: ſcenes of ſervice, | 


fo which he was pleaſed to appoĩut me. But the ex- 


exeiſes of my mind upon this head, I believe, have not 
been peculiar to myſelf. I have known. ſeyeral per. 
ſons, ſenſible, pious, of competent abilities, cordially 

: attached to the eſtabliſhed church, who, being weaned 
dut by repeated refuſals of ordination, and, perhaps, 


not having the advantage of ſuch an adviſer as I had, 


© have at length ſtruck into the itinerant path, or ſet- 
tled among the Diſſenters. Some of theſe +, yet living, 
are men of reſpectable characters, and uſeful in their 
miniſtry. But their influence, which would once have 
been ſerviceable to the: true intereſts of the church of 
England, now rather operates againſt it. I was long 
in a trying ſituation, thinking myſelf bound in con- 
5 er upon grounds, which, I believe, would have 
Kood the teſt of candid, examination, could J have 
chens a hearing; ; and yet refuſed admiſſion, by 
go archbiſhops and one biſhop, into'that line of ſer. 
vice, which had my decided preference. This was 
one of the reafons I have to praiſe God, for the partner 
He mercifuly 15% whe. " She was uſeful to me 
through 


new XY C4 4 
4 


8 ag, ar. 2 | for n 
your affection and kindneſs " ao 
Waring ns” 


3 life, but abs | in no one 1 more 
eſientially ſo, than in the prudent uſe the made, of my 
affection to her, and of hers to me, at this period. 
ſtep, of which JI ſhould perhaps Hows Pot repented, 
and which would have led me far wide of the honour, 
and comfort, I have ſince been favoured with. The 
Lord's time, is like the time of tide, which no-hu- 
man power can either W or retard. HO 1 
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| 0 5 5 1 
er poor W has need of 
"a Sees eb he may not forget himſelf, 
amidſt the many careſſes he meets with. [ 
; hope I ſhall not, but my heart is deceitful, 
and deſperately wicked; and I can already 
» ſee, how proſperity blinds, and hurts, even 

perſons. of good ſenſe, and much experi- 
ence. I cannot but de pleaſed, to find fo 
many. gracious people, in the higher ſale 


of life. But J hope I couſ take as much 


pleaſure, in converſing wih the poor of 
the flock. I think I could be happy at 
Olney, if the Lord made me uſeful to the 
| people there, though neither they, nor 1, 
ſhould be ſpoken of, beyond the bounds 
of the pariſh. I am glad, you are- pleaſed 
with the proſpect 3 for no earthly con- 
ſideratioſ can animate me fo much, as to 
Saves our en and deſires, united in this 


"= 


it man at Liverpesl, 8 \ 


point, as FW, are in every thing £ w 2 
What a bleſſing do I poſſeſs, in our un 3 


yided, unabated affection! May the Lord 
ſanctify it, as a mean to lead us both, more 
cloſely to himſelf. We are comparatively 
happy now; but we ſhall not be complete- 
ly fo, till we arrive in the better world, of 
perfect peace and purity. My heart re- 
joices at the thought, of meeting you ſoon, 
at Liverpool; but what will that be, to the 


joy, when we ſhall ſtand together, before 


the throne of glory, free from every im- 
perfection, and trial; when we ſhall ſee 
Jeſus as he is; be fully conformed to his 


image, and join in ſinging his praiſes for 
ever. With what complacence ſhall I 


then conſider you, as the inſtrument the 
Lord prepared, to. preſerve me from ruin ? 
And how will you praiſe . him for our 
union, if he is pleaſed to make me, in any 
meaſure uſeful, to promote your faith . 

hope! # 
1 cannot, as yet, judge, Jiu! my alin 
vil terminate. If f it pleaſe the Lord; if 
it 


f 


"I - 
* i P * 
1 3 
* 


* 


86 i Letters tb a Wife HOY. 


5 it e place, and the right time, 1 
hall ſucceed. But I would have you pre- 
pared, for, what we call; a.diſappointment; | 
But diſappoimments, are neither more not 
leſs, than ee nee 2 EIN 
Yr e Seite $15 sd 


l Nala, 12 e 
15 was with the biſop of Lincoln 
this" morning, and he has fixed on Monday 
next for my examination. If T get fafe 
through that ſcene, I ſuppoſe my ordina- 
tion will ſoon follow. He received me 
with great civility and candour. The be- 
ginning of my interview with the biſhop 
of Cheſter, was not ſo pleaſing. I ſuſpect 
chat ſome perſon, or perſons, at Liverpool, 
had written to bim, and not in my favour. 
Great men, not being able to ſee every 
3 with their owr eyes, muſt depend 
upon information; rapes are liable to be 


. 1 100 * 


tidy chat before he could authenticate y 
teſtimonials, he muſt aſk! me fome queſ+ 
tions. But when [[> hewedhim Lord 
s letter, a full ſtop was put ti 
all enquiries, but what were agreeable; 
He became very ſociable; kept me in chit- 
chat, near an hour; and, when I took my 
leave, he wiſhed me mueh ſucceſs. I 
ſhall be glad to have this buſineſs fairly 
finiſhed. My mind has been greatly un- 
ſettled. - Much company, and frequent 
changes, do not well ſuit me. Friends 
ſmile, and favour me, on all ſides; but 
creature regards, affect me too ſtrongly, 
and I feel a degree of dearth, in the midſt 
of plenty. I hope I ſhall be better, when 
vue return to our old uniform way of life, ſo 
far as the expected change, will admit of 
uniſormity I have been more familiar 
with the higher ſort of life, of late, than 
formerly, and ſee it, in its greateſt advan- 
_ tage and beauty. But ſtill, my heart is a. 
home; and I am fully convinced, that-n 
„ t | 
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MW more happy than I have 3 and | 
hope to be again, in the moderate ſitua- 
tion, to which we have been accuſtomed. 
I deſire to praiſe God, for the progreſs 
ol your recovery; and begin now, to think 
ſeriouſly of our removal. How will you 
be able to travel, ſo ſoon after your long 
illneſs, and confinement? But why do 
look fo far beforehand? Will not he; 
who has done ſo much for us, do what is 
ſtill needful? I muſt break off. May 
* ai due and en Jong 5 
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1 Joe in the apparent moment - f 

ebe new difficulties occurred, which 

* ſeemed to threaten, à total overthrow to 

my ne a 8⁰ dhe P failor i is ſome- | 
I truſt all difficulties are now! obviated, | 
through the kind interference of Lord 


While refident at Liverpool, 1764. 89 5 


D———> to whom I have occaſioned 2 
too much e 1 ſhall up no more of 8 


5 


them. 7 
1 R's on Ws biſhop of Lincoln Aide 


morning, and have reaſon to revere him, 


for his candour; and tenderneſs. The ex- | 1 
amination laſted about an hour, chiefſy 7 
upon the principal heads of divinity. As J 
| was reſolved, not be charged, hereafter, 


with diſlimulation, I was conſtrained to 

liſent from his Lordſhips in ſome points. 

But he was not offended; he declared him- 

ſelf ſatisfied, and has promiſed to ordain —  - 
me, either next Sunday, in town, or the 
Sunday following, at Buckden. Let us 
en, 


| SO {penn e 
"da thanks do I owe to the Lord, 
for al his goodneſs to me! He made me 
willing to reſign all, and to enter upon a 
very obſcure, and limited ſervice, «for the 
ſake 


=» * 


9 er t 


ſake or nis goſpel: but when i came to 
the point, Be micrcifully Kiterpe 
vent it. 1 Afcribe it ch l gde dan 
my applicatiot to the archbifflbp, it feats 
agoß did not ſuceeed. There is now's 
probability, of my being cornfortably fix- 
ed, in a more agreeable conne@tion!” May 

he keep me humble, and dependant, and 
all will be well! But T ſce ſome Triking, | 
and unexpected inſtances, of the rent 
danger, to which the © countenance,” and 

friendſhip, of 'perſons'of distinction, may 
expoſe a miniſter. We are poor, weak, 
| ihevnliſtent creatures, if left but a little to 
ourſelves. My next acknowledgineitt are 
due to Lord D- He has greatly 
intereſted himſelf in my behalf, Confider- 
ing his rank, and ſome other circum- 
ſtances, T might wonder, that he ſhould: 
ſubmit to take ſo much trouble, did I not 
ö obſerve, from other inſtances, that he 
thinks not of himſelf, where there is any 
probability, that his influence can Kr 
Ds to others,” 1612 ROY en . . 


While reimt fuer pool, 1764. 930 

_ As I have a little leifure, I muſt fl up 
the. papers. but how ? I can repeat, that l 
lee char .contiouall elfen b pray 
all you again, as 1 hong told yu a n 
ſand times, that your dear perſon, your 
affection, and all its intereſting roofs. and 
| pledges, are degply.engraven on my beat, 
Oh! what do I, hat do we hoth owe, to. 
the God of our lives l. Shall not the mer - 
| cies, we poſſeſs in each other, though great 
and valuable in themſelves, be much more 
10% in their effeets! Shall they not lead 
us higher, and prove as ſteps, by which. 


| Ve, may riſe to a till, greater happineſs! 
Les, I truſt ſo. When I look back with 


vonder, to ſee how the Lord has led us 
thus far, by a way Which we knew not, I. 
am encouraged to hope, that the end will 
crown the whole. How gracious has he 


been to me, in preſerving me from. innu : 


merable inconveniences, into which I. 


have been ready to plunge myſelf; and in 
giving me ſo many advantages and friends! 
a How 


92 Tuners To's He. 


How gracious has he been to you, in vi- 
firing you ſeaſonably, yer gently, from 
time to time; in mitigating your. illneſs; 
preſerving, and compoſing you, during my 
abſence; in permitting you again to g 
abroad! And now, I hope, you have a 
change of ſituation before you, which wil 
prove to your comfort, in every reſpett, 


It is true, as you, obſerve, if we remove to 


_ Olney, we ſhall' not be wholly without 

trials, They are inſeparable from this 
mortal ftate, and they are neceſſary to diſ- 
cipline us, and to keep us from wandering 
Let us, therefore, guard againſt reſting in 
the creature. Let us pray for ſubmiſſion 
to the will of God, and that we may wel. 
come every event, from a ſenſe of his hand 
being concerned in it, and a perſuaſion 
(which his promiſes warrant). that ſome 

way or other, all ſhall conduce to our 

final WP > . | 


ur 


VE 
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bisl, 15 april. 

11. RAVE waited upon the biſhop, 

this afternoon; have gone through all the 
previous forms, and am to be ordained 
(if the Lord pleaſe) at eleven to-morrow. 
I hope the repeated i intimations I have 
given you, concerning this long· expected 
to-morrow, have been in time, to engage 


you in earneſt prayer for me. I now al- 


moſt ſtagger at the proſpe& before me. 
My heart is, in ſome meaſure, though I 


| dare not ſay ſuitably, affected. I am to 
| ſand in a very public point of view, to 


take the charge of a large patiſh ; to an- 


| fer the inceſſant demands of ſtated, and 


occaſional ſervices ; to preach what I ought, 
and to be what I preach. Oh! what zeal, 
faith, patience, watchfulneſs, and courage, 


| will be needful for my ſupport, and guid- 


ance! My only hope is in the name, and 


power, of Jeſus. May that precious name 


be as ointment poured forth, to your ſoul 
„% ͤ „„ . 
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and mine! May that power be trium- 
phantly manifeſted in our weakneſs! 
I hputpoſe now, to croſs the country to 
Olhney, juſt to peep at the place, and peo. 
ple, and to take the Liverpool coach, at 
Stony - Stratford. If ſo, we may meet on 
Thurſday. My heart jumps at the thought, 
But the Lord's time will be the beſt. 
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1 ca alas in fafery;” about 


b 8 this morning.' I have been twice 
at prayers, at the” chapel. The biſhop | 


received me very kindly. Whether ! 
have a ſecond examination to go through 
or not, J cannot yet tell. cee 
I Þ underſtand, I cannot be diſmiſſed very 
ſoon on Monday; ſo that it will probably 
be tea-time, before I am with you. 
think you will truſt me, not to make any 


unneceſſary delay. Lou know where | 


1550 nw . and that, even if I was in a 
FOR | | muck 
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much more agreeable ſiuation, than at 
preſent, I would break through all, for 
= Pour ſake; and Prefer the little vicar- 
„se of Olney; wich you in it, wald e 
ol kings, without yo. 


5 I meet here with many alta Gr 
b orders, but I know not that there is one of 
my own turn. However, they are all very 
civil; and I endeavour to accommodate 
myſelf to them, as far as duty, and con- 
ſcience will permit. 
| 1 pray the Lord, to fil your heart with 
IA his love. Then you will bear my abſence 
ice as, eaſily, | as we can brook: the want of a 
op candle, when the ſun ſhines in his noon- 
by day ſtrength. Pray for me, and for your- 
oh, ſell. And remember, that, amidſt the 
G many things which require a degree of our 
ery attention, one thing is more eſpecially 
by veedful. I. ene en to his ” Brace, 
5 and abel, | | 
| Your 
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Wa was very wel e 7785 wh 70 
ful for your "ſafe j Journey. , I ſer, off, the 
moment the coach was out of fight, and 
had A Pleaſant walk, home. As L. wa 
| paſſin ng through Emberton, an. old. woman 
came after me, and invited. me to her cot. 

tage. Fi ive or ſix more women , ſoon 

Joined us. We ta k d, ſung a hymn, and 
I prayed. 1 thought 1 it a good baiting place 

by the way. e 
1 am well, and as comfe rtably Keule 

I can deſire, during your abſence. I fd 
the want of your company, but hope to 
bear it without anxiety, 1 cannot wilh to 
love you lefs; I hope it is impoſſible. , But 

I wiſh for us both, chat our regard may 

Je ſanctified, and kept 1 in due ſubordina- 
tion. While I rejoice, that we are ſo hap- 
pily ſenſible, of what we owe to each 


other, I have cauſe, 0 mourn, that our love 


n 155 1 1 


Mule reſident at Olmey, 1764. 97 
0 him, ſhould be fo faint, and diſpropor- 
tionate. His love to us TY knowledge. 
He loved us, when we were enemies, with 
above, expenſive, and intereſting, beyond 
þ expreſſion. A love, that expoſed him to 
ignominy, and torture, that coſt him his 
blood, and his life. A love, that makes 
over to thoſe who believe in him, all. the 
riches of grace, and glory. 

You need not propoſe Mr. Ts caſe 
to me, as a caution. . Our ſituations, and 
conftitutions, are different. However, 4 
ſhall try to be prudent, and careful. Bur 
our times are in the Lord's hands. He 
who preſerved me at Liverpool, will pre- 

ſerve me at Olney, ſo long as he has ſer- 
| vice for me to do. Beyond this, I have 
vo great deſire to lige, unleſs upon your 
account. And, I truſt, he will ſpare me, 
while it is netiful, and good for you. 
we have an eternity to ſpend together, | in 
his praiſe, it is no great matter hol is re- 
moved firſt, or how ſoon. All our tears 


vill be then wiped av. 
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big, our r friends here, ſeem to vie in civili. 
IS 31 and thoſe who are not Roy are kept 
quiet. / 1 hope not to provoke them, by 
any, part of my behaviour; but if they will 


be offended with me, for ſpeaking the 


truth, cannot help it. As to proviſion, 
I am quite eaſy about it. The Lord, who 


brought me from Africa, where I Was deſ. 
titute of every thing; who has given you 
to me, and dealt ſo bountifully with us 
| hitherto, will not ſuffer us to want any real 
| good, now he has ſo viſibly diſplayed his 
power, an . providence, in . me 
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| - | Olacy, 7 I 14 z al. 
1 OBSERVE what you ſay about 
FH It ſeems a firuggion, i in ſome 


5 5 4 deſirable, and, was I only to con- 
ſult my affection for you, I ſhould, 
fre you in more agreeable circt rr 


than I can expect e you here., 


wiſh to 
ances, 


as ® 15 But 
** Fo 
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the alternate inducer 
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re 
But we. have ſtriking apts to ad 


us, of che danger of chooſing g for ourſt Po 
and being dazzled by great . rolpects. 1 


am well corivinced, that the | ord brought 
us hither, and without as clear an intima- 
tion of his will, 1 hope I ſhall not indulge 
a wiſh for a removal. The people love 
me ; expreſs a warm deſire for my con- | 
tinuance z our aſſemblies are crowded, and 
I hope, che Lord makes my preaching 
uſeful. While things. bear this pleaſing 
appearance; f. ſhould not only be ungrate- 
ful to the Lord, and my friends, but "bind 
to my own comfort, if I liſtened to a new 
offer. | 8 | 
My health continues good, and Y can 

hardly form a wiſh, but for you. But 
when, which is very often, I think of che 
diſtance between üs, give a little ſigh, 

and long to ſee you, 1 pray many times 
in a day, for your peace, and eſtabliſhment 
in grace; and 1 rejoice in the hope, that 
God is gently drawing you to#himſelf, by 
ents, of light afflic- 
2 tions, 
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1 


tions, as wear comforts, and nba 
Let this be your encouragement and mine, 
that no one ever ſought him (in the way 
of his own appointment) in vain. Though 
he may ſeem to delay, he will ſurely come, 
and overpay our expectation. For my- 
ſel, I have been brought, almoſt ; imper- 
ceptibly, thus far. When 1 think how 
cold, dull, and heartleſs, I have been; how 
often I have wandered how. often rrifled 
upon the Brink of temptation; when 1 
conſider what powerful, vigilant, and ſub- 
tle enemies are combined againſt me, and | 
how many profeſſors have fallen, on my 
right hand, and my left, I am amazed at 
2 h of his mercy, in preſerving 
I ama living witneſs, that there is 
forgivench with him; wa that he is able 
to e Zo the utter meſt. 
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Tur account you give me, of the 


1 who dined with you, is very 
affecting. Every loſs is gain, that is 
overruled, to bring the ſoul home to God. 
But the Lord has dealt fill more favour- 
ably with us. How often have ve de- 
; ſerved to be ſeparated! | Yet we are ſpared 
to each other. May our lives praiſe him, 
and may we be freed from'idolatry! To 
love each other, and dearly too, is no fin; 
nay, i it is our duty. But he will not ſuffer 
7 creature, to uſurp his place i in the heart. 
The time of our ignorance, be mercifully 
winked at; but now he has ſhewri us what 
is right, it behoves us to be upon our guard. 


Oh! that he may ſo diſplay the power of 


his grace, that the bonds, and ſhackles, 

which detain our ſouls might be broken ! 
He can, he will do it, if we wait and pray. 
_*Inow can judge, by my own feelings, how- 
much you muſt have ſuffered, during my 
8 3 . 
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: bug tank in; n ne eſpecially, ſick, and 
confined, as you was, and anxious for the 
event ot my journey. 1 neyer pitied you 
as T ought, till, now. F or. though | like- 
wile longed every day, and every hour, t to 
ſee you, I had many things to. divert my 
attention, and alleviate the feelings of ab- 
ſence. But at preſent, 1 am as you. Was 

then, at home and alone. But as 1 know, 
let who will have your company, I have 
Four heart, I can make, a good, ſhift, for a 
dine, 

How are - brother 95 ſiſter af 
they love like us * No, they cannot . 
For Love, at firſt, | Is, A. child, and grows 

ſtrooger.. by age. x; with, them happy; 

1 5 more "men than b this ad can make 
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Lour frequent ind ſiſpoſitions are not plea- 
| ſant, 


—_ 2 dent at Q 1764. 103 


ant, but I truſt they are mercies, for hich 
_ we have reaſon to be thankful,” Our com- 
forts and croſſes are all from the ſame 
hand. We have chaſtiſement, o only becauſe 
ve need it. I aim to leave you in the 
Lord's hands. Should we not forget our- 
ſelves, if he did not ſeaſonably remind us, 
What, and where, we are? In the cafe 
of ſome of your dear friends, for whom you 
grieve, you may. ſee, how, in all proba 
dility, it would have been with you, if his 
eye of Love had not been fixed upon you. * 
from your birth. He prepared his difpen- 
ſations, to withdraw you gradually from Y 
that life of vanity and diſſipation, to which | 
you might otherwiſe. have been enſlavee, 4} 
all your days. And he has been gently 0 
dealing with yöur heart, for ſeveral years.. 
paſt; leading you, if ſlowly, yet, L Hope, 
ſurely, nearer to himſelf” How much of 
his ways, how many of his people, has he 
ſhewn you! and he has given you a heart. 
: to love them, and reconciled you to things, 


27 
46 LS . 21 FEST 42 8 n 


© 


vere Letters te e. 98 


80 which you 1 Were once 23 little, 1 
48 thoſe whom you "5 DO. 
br I conſider the endearing union bn Um | 
<ethented between us, with all its effects, 
5 only i in a temporal view, 1 prefer. i it to all 
che treaſures, pleaſures, and honours, this 
world can afford. So that I would not 
exchange the Joy 1 feel, in the. thought 
chat you are mine, to be monarch. of the 
*_whole earth. But ſurely, it is much more 
valuable, conſidered as the mean, by which 
ie Lord deſigned e . r to 
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10 225 Ar PRAY x. God io bleß to you, the or or- 
dinances, and converſation, you are favour- 
16d with in London, that you may go into 
Kent, filled with the ſpirit of truth and 
late, 31 When due there, I hope 
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will make good uſe of the bible, and throne 
of grace, to preſerve you from being in 
fected, by the ſpirit of the world. mAh! 
what a poor vain thing i is the world | | We 
have both found it ſo at times, (though 
we once loved it) and” ſhall find it ſo 
again. But may the Lord keep us alive 
do a ſenſe of its vanity, before more evil. 
days return, to extort the confeſſion from | 
our feelings. Sickneſs, and pain, and a 
near proſpect of death, force upon the. 
mind, a conviction of the littleneſs, and va- 
nity, of a worldly life. But there is a 
more pleaſing way of learning this leſſon, 
if we pay due attention to the word of 
God, and pray for the light of his counte- | 
nance. If he is pleaſed, to make his face 
to ſhine upon us, all that the world can 
offer, to bribe us, will appear inſignificant, 
and trivial, as the ſports of children. 
» of He who has given us this deſire, will, 
0. | truſt, anſwer it, and unite our fouls to 
d,. himſelf for ever! Happy ftate! To have 
4 PR: with God, by Jeſus Chriſt; liberty 
I „ of 
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ol acceſs A a throne of grace; an e t 
in all the. promiſes ; | a ſure guide by the 
way; and a ſure inheritance at our Jour- 
ney's end! "Theſe things were once hid- 
den from us. We were ſo blinded by the - 
god of this world, that we could look no 
farther, than the preſent life. But even 
then, the Lord looked vpbn us, With an 
eye of merey. He led us on, gradually, 4 
by a way which we knew not, to bring us 
into the paths of peace. Ho wonderful | 
has our hiſtory been; not mite only, but 
"alſo yours. How often Has Re made him- 
elf known, as your Deliverer, and Phy- 
ſiclan! in raiſing you up, from the gates 
ol the grave! May we always temenber 
his goodneſs i in your lat affflction. How 
"did; 15 ſweeten the bitter cups 't ſtrengthen 
5 300 l ſtrength 1 in your foul; DINER you 
to pray for yourſelf; engage the hearts of 
many in Prayer for Jou: and then ſpeedily 
anſwer our Prayers. Let us then excite 
each other to praiſe him! I hope this 
little interval of abſente will be uſeful, to 


s © make 


to him, and may every day be a pre para- ö 
tion for the parting hour. Dark as this 
6 hour ſeems | in the proſpect, if we are efta- 

bliſhed in the faith and hope of our Lord, 
de ſhall find it ſuppottable; and the Te-. 
paration will be ſhort.. We ſhall #6on- 
meet again. 5 _ Happy, meeting! 310 part 
no more! To be for ever with the Lord. 

Bb Join in an eternal Io ong, to him who | 
loved us, and waſhed us from our fin = in 

his own blood? F hen all tears mall be 
wiped from our eyes, and we * ſal weep! | 

| mg more for ever. 


on, . 
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ſeeing you again ſhortly. Had you been 


removed by your late fayer, 1 mould not 


have had this relief! | | May w We then live 
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make me more ſenſible of his goodneſs, i in 
ſtill ſparing you to me. I make but a 
POOT 2 ſhift without you now, from day to 
day; but I am comforted by the hope, of 
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« wort; jv PALATE 3 olg, 36 September 
goivoily I was with, you in ſpirit this even- 
1 at the Lock, and prayed, that the 
+, Lord, would give a bleſſing: to what you 
might hear. To love, and truſt, the Lord 
1 hf eſus, is. the; great leſſon we have to learn. 
We are flow ſcholars, | but he can teach us | 
_ effeually. Without him, the very 444 IM + 
of this life is inſipid, and his preſence can 
; make the worſt, ſupportable. L often think, 
and hope vou do not forget, how gra 
we ciouſiy he ſu ported, and anſwered vod, in 
your late diſtreſs. There was a ſomething, 
that could, and did, hear you up, under 
pain and anguiſh, and refreſh. your ſpirit, 
. when your bodily ſtrength was almoſt worn 
out. Tzhis 1 is an inſtance of what he can 
do; and ſhould be a bond of gratitude 
upon both our ſouls. Your health is re- F 
ſtored, and mine is preſerved. May we 
devote our whole ſelves to him. He has 
great things to beſtow ; and if we feel our 
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need of his mercy, we are properly quali- 


fied to receive it. We are not called to 


buy, but to beg; to receive, without 
money, and without price. By believing, 
all becomes, freely and ſurely, our own. 
Not on the account of our. prayers, but of 
his promiſe, blood, and mediation. And 
all he requires of us, is to be humble and 
thankful; and the more he gives us, to de- 
fire ſtill the more. O my deareſt M. I 
bleſs his name for bringing us together, 
and for ſparing us to have ſome know—- 


edge, and communion, in theſe great 


things. How many, that were joined 
about the ſame time with us, or ſince, have 
been ſeparated by death! How many are 


living in mutual diſguſt! And how many, 
-who ſeem happy, are, in reality, miſerable, 
becauſe they know ac: of we. Long, 
Gm tot a Or. | 
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T BEGIN: to count I hours to Fri * 
x day. I am very deſirous, though not 
anxious, to ſee you. The Lord has been 
good to me, in your abſence; the time 
has not ſeemed tedious, and all things at 
home and abroad, as wel as 2 could wiſh. 
1 begin to write to-night, becauſe I have ® 
devoted to-morrow, to be ſpent, 1 with as 
Httle interruption ag poſſible, ag, a day of 
prayer; to intreat him to give us a happy, 
and ſanctified meeting, and that our future 
Hes may be devoted to him. How great 
- are" our obligations, for uniting us at firſt; 
<for reſtoring, us ſo often; for raiſing you 
up rom ſo many illneſſes; for preſerving 
«our affection; for overruling our concerns 
. for providing us friends; and eſpecially, 
for directing our hearts to ſeek his face. 
And till he is loading us with his benefits. | 
Though we have not been without our 


v Ne all things conſidered; who has. 
_ paſſed 
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paſſed more Sey through life, thus far? 
And with whom, upon the face of the 

earth, could we be now eontent to change? 
But with nothing has my heart been more 
affected, than with his goodifeſs} in, and 
fince, your late illneſs. I am perſuaded, 
ſomething paſſed then, that has left a reliſh, 
and effect, upon your mind ever ſince. Is 
it not fo? Are you not determined to be 
his? Next to the ſalvation of my on 


heart, alþften in my Ups, as to ſee you 
wholly given up to him? And I truſt, he 
has been anſwering my prayers, my many 


of the whole earth be, in compariſon with 
our being fellow heirs of: We | hope of 
eternal life. 11 ks: 

TY purpoſe” to be in time, to weed you 


1 


R- —5, as he lives oppoſite to the inn 
: gate. et when T hear the ſound of | the 


aach, I Gal take * 'Jeave, with very 
little 


foul, I haveihad | no defire ſo often i in my « 


thouſind prayers, from year to year. What | 
a bauble, in my eye, would the poſſeſſion | 


at l Perhaps I may wait at Mr. : 
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little ceremony. Nou never were more 
weleome to me in 8 whale le, dan 
ee this de. flogs , . uo 
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IJ 3 HOPE x this will de the eee 
„eme, for being unenpected. May it find 
you in health, and peace, e 1 
communion with God. e 

I think of you all day... And hook Þ 1 
do not ſeem quite ſo much at a loſs, when. 


you are from me, as I have, ſomerimes, for- 


merly been; J am ſure, it is not becauſe I 
love you leſs. The Lord has given us 4” 


fufficiency of mutual affection, which has 
been ſtrengthened, by a long ſeries of en- 


dearments, and kind offices; and by a near 


Participation in the comforts, and trials of 
Knife. And now, i it ſhould - be our great i 
ern. eee thin Jas map not 
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: | | 7 

be inordinate, or irregular; nor interfere 4 

5 wich what we owe to the great lover of our |. 
a fouls. The apoſtle's queſtion, Was Paul 1 


crucified for you? ſuggeſts a thought, 

which diſparages all creature regard, as 
dhe ſplendour of the noon- day ſun, over- 
powers the twinkling of the ſtars. 

May the Lord open your ears, and your 
heart, that you may receive profit where 
you are. Do not give place to unbelief. 
Jeſus is both an able, and a willing Sa- 
viour. Pr a tender conſcience, and 

, 3 Kpendak ſpirit Watch againſt the 
motions of ſelf, they are ſubtle and various. 
Let no engagements prevent you from 
reſerving ſeaſons of retirement, for prayer, 
and reading the ſcriptures. The beſt com- 
pany, the beſt public ordinances, will not 
compenſate for the negle& of theſe. At 
the ſame time, guard againſt a ſpirit of 
bondage; nor fetter your mind, by too 
many rules and reſolves. It is our e ö 
lege to ſerve the Lord with cheerfulneſs; 
— him as a mee but 
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as: a tender Father, who knows, and pities 
our weakneſs; who is ready to pardon our 


miſtakes, and to teach us to do bettet. 
He accepts us, freely and graciouſly, when 
we preſent ourſelves before him, in the 
name ot Jeſus, hs beloved Son. 


. Martham, 1 $ April, © 

: Ws 888 this plase to-day about 
| no0D.. Iam very well, on 
The man you ſaw ſtep ir 


we left him. ) He ſwore, for a time, al 
moſt at every word. As ſoon as I could 
finda favourable. opening, I ſpoke to him. 
He was civil, and promiſed to, ſwear no 
more. But, poor man ! he might as well 
have promiſed not to breathe. However, 
be was tolerahly quiet afterwards. = 
My heart loves you, my deareſt, and 
many an ejaculation I breathe out for you; 


which, indeed, is almoſt the only Kind of 
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much fairgnedy 
the coach, was , 


drunk all the way to Colcheſter, (where | 
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8. prayer, I have ſound time or room for, 
* ſince J left London. But I hope to be 
8 recruited, and compoſed ſoon. I am like- 
1 ly to ha ve buſineſs enough | in hand next 
f week. At preſent, I am dry and empty; 


+ but the fountain, from whence I have been 
often ſupplied, is ſtill full and flowing. 
Excuſe a ſhort letter. If i it Was not to. 
you, I cone not write at all. 
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* al Lord brought me home in 
40 laſt night. I believe our dear people 
are truly glad to ſee me; and I am ſure, I 
rejoice to be with them again. I preached: 
this morning, from 2 Sam. vii. 24. 1 
wiſh my deareſt, a growing experience of 
the ſubject. No honour can be compared 
to that of being the Lord's people; no 
privilege: like that, of hang, him for our 
God. 


5 muſt not write W bor i it is me 
time 
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FS) to find a tent, for the aficrnoon, which 
I have not yet mee I went this x morn. 
ing into the pulpit, as having only : a {mall 
Piece of bread, and of fiſh, to, ſet before 
the multitude. But, through mercy, it 
multiplied i in the diſtribution, and, [ hope, 
there was a comfortable meal, for thoſe 
who were preſent, 85 ſome iragments 
leſt, that will not 

It is not choice; . Wag that makes 
me ſometimes live, as we lay, from hand 
o mouth. While my bead! is full of ney 
© perloffs, and places, I'd . 
And I have reaſon to be thankful, that r my 
hopes are ſeldom Afappointed, ' pon ſuch 
occaſions ; though know not when 1 


have been ſo ſtraitened, and embarraſſed, 


"as 1 was the other night” at the Lock. 1 
| ratlier wonder, that this happens fo '- 
dom, than that 1 it Happens at all. How 


Juſthy might the Lord take his word of 


truth, out of my unworthy mouth! er- 


"haps he ſaw it good for me, that "Mt. 


_ thould have his comb cut rather there, 
than 


wot do otherwiſe. 4 


7 
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than in another place ; and I 98 8 18 
that in me, which is as willing to appear to 
2 diſadvantage, (if it muſt be ſo) at the 
Lock,, as, at Olney : : though, to be ſure, 
feſh and blood is Pleaſed to be thought. 
jonchody, v when among d dear friends, or fine 
folks. = 
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Obie, 3 May, 

Ir DID not t promiſe to write, to-day, 
but my heart is 1 — ready, and Oppor-. „ 
unity always welcome. I am in good — 
health, and glad to be again retired from 
| jonder i, 

I wrote yeſterday to Mr. Fe nds 
in my evening walk, my thoughts, and 
prayers, turned. much upon the affecting 
ſtroke he has received. Indeed, it has 
been ſeldom, out of my mind, ſince I came: 
home. Be des. my. concern for his loſs,: 
and my own, (there is no cauſe to mourn 


for ber 0 I conſider it as a n ſpeaking 
leſſon 
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leſſon to me, and to you. How often ha 
ſhe been raiſed up from the brink of the 


graye, in anſwer. to prayer; and yet, now, 
ſuddenly and unexpectedly removed! We, 
likewiſe, have been long preſerved, and 
often reſtored to each other. But a time 


will come, when every gourd will wither, 


every ciſtern be broken. Let us pray for 
a waiting, reſigned, and dependant frame 


of f ſpirits, for ability to commit ourſelves, | 
and our all, into the merciful hands of him, 


who careth for us; . and that, while we are 
_ ſpared, we may walk together, as help- 
etz and fellow-heirs of eternal life: We 
ſhall not be parted a moment ſooner, for 
_ tiving in Sally expectation of our appoint- 
ed change; but the thought may be a 


happy mean of compoſing our minds, and 
of previſfiting us from being too much 


engroſſed, either by the ſweets, or the bit- 


; ters, of this tranſitory life. _ Many ocea- 


Hons of care, and pe. 


rplexity; that are apt 


to waſtebour time, and wound our peace, 
would 470 avoided, coule 


we duly conſider 
* how 
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how Goh we ſhall have done with all theſe 
things. May you, may I, be more root- 

ed and grounded in the truth, more hum- 
bled and comforted,” more filled with that 
love, joy, and unſpeakable” peace, which 
the golpel reveals, and for which the pro- | 
miſes of God warrant us to pray. Be not 
diſcouraged, becauſe you have nothing of 
your own.” The bucket is put into the 
well, empty; and becauſe it is empty; te 
Lord has opened wells of ſalvation for us, 

and has promiſed, that \ we ſhall not ſeek 

his face in vain. ME YR 

1 long to have you at home with 


— 
Wy 
P 


. 


7 4 wh. Si nit a 
pe 3 _ OO 2 1 — * aaa _ 
3511 R ry *y _ r - 
SL 5 4 S CES K py f _ 5 2 \ 
; wy 2 AXES D - — — . * 
— 


on Oo 
"Sa 


2 — oy . — l 
— — ye > 33 — — 8 
— RN "nan FS BR or Nr 1 
< _—— "RA Grays wie Pon yr SR 8 1 = * 3 
D r * „ —— 8 3 >, = _— 
2 —_— \ 1 


5 
cad) 


* 2 
n ; 9 ianty one, 


oY 
rm 


2 5 — 
— . — — 


7 
a * 
— el 2g 
1 of a= hs AI v; Conn 
— 0 Ly Wow, 
— r. 

5 J * 
— 2 


= 7 8 ++ 2 
* 7% n 
=. — 
24 r 


n 


* 
— 


EET 
n 8 
2 


Fe ws 
9 


— ky + - 2 — 2 
— — — — — Rr" - 
2 - 


q 
o 3 7 
a 
dh 
+. 
Pl 
3 
5 
| "BY 
Ty : 
*p 
i 
ot 
* 4 
Kt 
F 
4 
. 
1 
* p 
= 0 
ö 50 
Fl: 
** 
1, 
3 
2 
Wo 


FINE 6 
for though I am, in a ſenſe, very comfort- - 
able, the houſe looks unfurniſhed without ba 

you, and I miſs you in every room. How 
then muſt the Moor -fidz look to our dear 
friend! Every ſtep he fakes, every per- 

t- ſon he meets, muſt remind him of his loſs ! 

I- But J trult the Lord! is, and will be, his 

= | ſupport. May his tice . be with us! 

, Then \ we hall be 1 to everying that 
can 
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3 | Vous laſt dar. letter ſound me in 
kk paw and, I hope, did me good. It 
=. quickened my prayers, and praiſes, on 
your behalf. I never attempt to pray, 
withut putting up ſome petitions for your 
ſpiritual welfare, nor without aiming, at 
i leaſt, to cxpſtts my ſenſe of gratitude to 
FO . for joining our hands and hearts, 
F Your affection, and its conſequences, are 
continually upon my mind, and I feel you 
in almoſt every thought. Jam willing to 
hope, chat I am, in ſome degree, freed 
from that idolatrous regard, which made 
me place you too long in a light, for which 
I deſerved to forfeit you eyery.day. But 
Iam ure my love has ſuffered no abate- 
ment; yea, I am ſurg it has increaſed, 
from year to xr; 3 though I endeavour 


4 0 


ta 
fl 


o whom I owe you, and by whoſe ble ling 
alone it is, that we have found comfort in 
each other. I traſt the Lord had a further 
deſign, than our accommodation in the 
preſent life, tn bringing us together; even 
that we might be joint-witneſſes, and par- 


akers of his grace, and fellow-heirs of his 
ſilvation. Our earthly connection muſt 


ceaſe; but, an eternal union in happineſs, 
1s an important proſpect indeed! Every 


ting elſe, however valuable in its place, | 
ſnks into nothing, upon the compariſon. _ 
IT youth, and healch, and life, could be 


prolonged' for a thoufand years, and every 


moment of that ſpace be filled up, with 
the greateſt ſatisfaction we can conceive; 


Mob II. 'G 


bile ruht ur OH 1768. 121 
w hold you mdrer in ſubordihation to him, 


this ſeemingly long period mult at laſt ter= 

| minate; and, when once paſt, it would appear . 
ſort, and inconſiderable, as the eighteen | 
years we have already ſpent together, do at 
preſent. But if we are united in the faith, 
and hope of the goſpel, we ſhall never Part. 
Eren that ſeparation, which muſt take place, 
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(io pa at times, to think of) will not 
deferve' the name of parting. It will be 
but like the one coming down firſt from 
London, and the other fafely following in 
a fewdays. And, however fleth and blood 
ee at the apprehenſion, the caſe of 
Mr. A, and many others, ſufficiently 
prove the Lord's faithfulneſs to his pro- 
miſe, and that he can ſupport thoſe who 
truſt him, in the moſt trying circumſtances, 
Let it, therefore, be our chief concern, to 
attain a good hope, that we are his, and 


he is ours, and then we may cheerfully | 


commit the reſt to him. He can forgive 
Vn, impart grace, ſubdue corruption, fi- 
knce unbelief, make us ſtrong out of weak- 
neſs, and do more than we can either aſk 
er think. And what he does, he does 
frecly, without money, and without price. 
He does not require. us to help ourſelves, 
belore we apply to him, but to come to 
him for help, and we ſhall not come in 
vain. Fight, therefore, my deareſt, againſt 


unbelief, and the Lord will give you the 
victory. 


Tory. 
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victory. Tell him, what I am ſure you 
are convinced of, that you have nothing, 


deſerve nothing, can do nothing ; but that 


you have heard, he is mighty to ſave, 
and has promiſed, that none who apply to 


| him, ſhall be in any wiſe caſt out. e 


ever did miſcarry in this way. If they dig, 
his truth, and faithfulneſs, muſt miſcarry 
with them. 


Olney, 15 May. 
p I nos your viſit in Kent, will upon 
a review, be made profitable to yourſelf, 
You will admire the Lord's goodneſs, in 


ſelecting you, (as one of a thouſand) to 


the knowledge of his truth, when you 


might, (according to the views, with which 


you firſt entered upon life) have been 
fill ſwimming down the ſtream of vaflty 
and folly, with the multitude. How little 
did either of us think, in thoſe early days, 


when I firſt knew you, to what the Lord 
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deſigned to lead us! Do not you ſee, wy 
fay, He has done great things? How 
often has he raiſed you from the gates of 
death? With what mercies, and gentle- 
neſs, has he followed you? What a great 
advantage has he afforded you, in ſo large an 
acquaintance and intimacy, with thoſe who 
fear and love him. Shall the enemy 
urge you to draw diſcouragements, from 
theſe multiplied. inſtances of the Lords 
goodneſs? 1 hope not. Do not give 
way to unbelief. Do not indulge perplex- 
ing thoughts, of the ſecret counſels of God. 
What is revealed in the ſcripture, calls for 
our attention; and there it is written, as 
with a ſun-beam, They that ſeek, ſhall 
find. It is true, when we are ſeeking, he 
-often exerciſes our patience ;, but he has 
told us befor e-hand tO EXPE Ct itz f and has 
ęiven us encouragement, by parables, ex- 
amples, and promiſes, to continue praying, 
and not to faint. Though he tarry, wait 
for him. Though 6 he | may ſeem to treat 
vou like the woman of Canaan, for a time, WW . 
5 | yet 
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yet he is full of compaſſion and mercy. 
The humble ſpirit, the principle of faith, 
me heart- felt repentance, and every other 
a gracious diſpoſition, to which the promiſes 
at are made, are all his gifts, which he be- 
in ſtows freely on the unworthy. 
10 Since you know, that you are a finner,  -—< 
Wy and that he is the only Saviour, whatſhould 
m WM prevent your comfort? Had he bid 
you do ſome great thing, you would, at 
laſt, have attempted it. If a pilgrimage 
to ſome diſtant place, was the appointed 
mean of ſalvation, would you be content 
to ſit at home and periſh? How much 
nther then, ſhould you keep cloſe to the 
| throne of grace, when he has only laid, 
Aſk, and you ſhall receive. | 
When we firſt: joined hands, code 
you, nor T, knew much of the things per- 
taining to our peace. But as ſoon as the 
Lord began to ſhew me a little of the way, 
how much, from that time to this, you 
have been upon my heart, 1s only known 
to him: and I truſt he has anſwered, and 
G 3 15 
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is Rl anſwering, my prayers. What 
paſſed in your laſt illneſs, I ſhall never for. 
get. I think, had he then taken you from 
me, I could have rejoiced in my grief. 
From that period, I have had a hope, of 
more value to me than the poſſeſſion of 


the earth, that he has taken a ſure hold of 


your heart, and that he will not ceaſe to 
draw you nearer and nearer to himſelf 
Continue to pray, and watch over your 


| ſpirit. Keep always in mind, that you | 


are a ſinner, and Jeſus is a Saviour of 
finners. Such thoughts, frequently re- 
curred to, are means, by which the Lord 


compoſes, and ſanctifles, the frame of our | 
tempers, and the ſtrain of our converſa- 
tion. Accept this little homily in good. 
part; and may a bleſſing attend” you u 
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ou, 18 May. 


1 


1 PREACHED yeſterday at Colling- : 


tree. The church was full. Returned: 
in afety before nine in the evening. 
"Lhe caſe of thoſe who decline 1050 the 
good: way, after they Teem to have choſen 
it, 18 lamentable. Thus it might have 
been with us; but thus I truſt it ſhall not. 
be. T he Lord has made known to us, 
his name of Love, and has ſhewn us, what 
we ſhould never have ſeen, hadd it been his 
pleaſure to Kill us. i Let us live under 
abiding vie ws, of the all- ſuffciency of 
Jeſus the Saviour, and we may rejoice in 
hope. The peace of God, which Paſſeth 
underſtanding, is ſeldom attained, but 


through a courſe of conflict. God gave 
Canaan to Iſrael by promiſe, and put them. 


in poſſeſſion, by the power of his own 
arm, yet they mult fight for every inch of 
. ground. 
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ground. The deſire, and the accompliſh. 
ment, are equally of grace; yet, in the 
uſe of means, and with our eye to him, we 
mult ſtrive. Our poor exertions would 
be in vain, if he did not require them; but 
now they are needful, and ſhall be ſucceſl. 
ful. The rod of Moſes, the inſtrument of 

performing fo, many miracles, was no. bet- 
ter than common wood, till the appoint- 
ment of God gave it a wonderful virtue. 
Had Moſes then refulag, or neglected, 
uſe to it, he could have done nothing. 
Now the means of grace, eſpecially 
prayer, may be compared to the rod of 
Moſes: If we go on, with this rod in 
our hands; if we call upon God, me- 
ditate upon his promiſes, and plead them 
from day to day, he will make our way 


Tas 
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T N 
4 


ole. 28 May: 
Tur Land has e vibes 
me Bots i peace. The fatigue of the 
journey, and the exceſſive heat on Tueſday, 


occaſioned a ſlight fever, which went off 


that evening, and returned yeſterday,” as I 
was taking horſe at Biceſter. | However I 
rode, not unpleaſantly, to Buckingham, 
and there, for feat of overdoing, we took a 


poſt-chaiſe to Stratford, where Mrs. U— 
kindly met us, and brought us home. 1 
have ſince taken the bark, and all the 


uſual ſteps, obſerved in intermittents. 


Preached without pain on Sunday. The 
fever is now gone, my appetite returned, 


and 1 am well. My flight illneſs, was 
rather a baulk, and er with reſpect 
to my friends at Oxford, and Sutton. But 


taking all things together, J never had a 


more comfortable journey. I felt ſuch a 
peace and compoſure, in conſidering my- 
ſelf, and all my concerns, in the hand of 
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the Lord, as I cannot deſcribe, and can 
ſeldom attain when in health, J had not 
one impatient, or anxious thought, not 
even about you; and ſeemed: quite willing, 
if the Lord had fo. pleaſed, to have died 
upon the road. J was, yeſterday, if ever in 
my life, as a weaned child. I hope this 
account of my indiſpoſition, will not hurty 
you home, ſooner than you. intended, fork 
am beings recovered. 


Olney, 30 May. 

My thoughts will accompany: you 
to Wimbledon to-day. Give my affec- 
tionate reſpects to our dear friends, and 
tell them, I ſhould have had much pleaſure 
in being of the party. Beſides the chief 
inducement of their company, I am fond 
of the place, and ſhould promiſe myſelt 
ſome pleaſant hours in the walks. But! 
know, neither places nor company can 


communicate any real good, unleſs the 
8 Lord 


— 
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Lord be preſent. And when he is near, 
any place, and even ſolitude itſelf, f is agree. 
= able; It is my mercy, to find that in 
Olney, which contents, and ſatisfies. me. 
. have ſuch a levee of kind enquirers,. 
every morning; that I am much interrupt- 
ed in writing. It is pleaſing to be beloved, 
and doubly. pleaſing to me to know, that 
the favour the Lord has given me here, is 
chiefly on account of the goſpel which I 
preach. The affection, that is built upon 
this foundation, will endure for ever, and 
will flouriſh,, when every other tie ſhall 
ceaſe; and thus, I truſt, it is between my 
deareſt M. and me. How cloſely has the 
Lord united us, by marriage, by affection, 
by the ſtrongeſt, and .moſt endearing obli-- 
cations ! But all theſe, reſpect the preſent. 
life, and ruſt terminate with it. But I. 
truſt, there is a ſtill nearer relation between 
us, in the Lord, and in his truth, which 
ſhall ſubſiſt to Eternity. In the mean time, 
may he give us to know. more of the 
power, and comfort of it, while we walk 
ogether here below ; that we may rejoice in 
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the knowledge of what he has done already, 
and in the proſpect of what he has provided 
for us, hereafter. Believe, my deareſt, and 
you ſhall be eſtabliſhed. Pray, and your 
faith ſhall be confirmed. Reſiſt the devil, 
wich the ſword of the ſpirit, the good word 

0 of God, 0 he ſhall flee from you. Draw 


i: dbb your diſcouragements, but they are 
not peculiar to yourſelf. Surely, he has 
appeared for you in times paſt, and L can- 
| "not doubt, but he will again. 
| I am glad to think; the time of your re- 
ye bl err J mils you every day, and 
hour; yet I cannot fay, chat time is burden- 
ſiome, or that J am very dull, or unked, as 
they call it here, in 8 abſence; as the 
people think I muſt be. Several of them 
almoſt threatened to write on Sunday, to 
| tell you how ill I was; and to beg you to 
return immediately; but their fears mag- 
niſied the caſe. They long to ſee you, 
' however, for your own ſake, and give the 
- Moſt ſimple, and affecting proofs, that they 
1 oi you dearly. 
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I nave indi A morning wall i in 


i witch I was favoured-with ſome liberty; 
at ſuch. ſeaſons you are always remem- 
bered. While I would praiſe God that 
we have been fo long and ſo: comfortably 
| ſpared to each other 5 J muſt not fo get 


that an hour of ſeparation muſt come, and 


that tlie time is uncertain. It muſt be ſo, 
and it is well. Surely we could not wiſh 
to live always here! Oh for a clearer 
view of our intereſt in the love, and all- 
ſufficiency of the Saviour; that we may 
tap our ſouls upon him, and poſſeſs a ſta- 
given us a deſire to ſeek him, becauſe He 
has purpoſed to be found of us, Jer. xxxi. 
Av 75 And though aur deſires Are too faint, 
and diſproportionate, to the greatneſs of 


their. n he will not N the day 
a of 
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of ſmall ks nor quench the ſmoak- 
ing flax. 

I feel your abſence, and long for your 
return; but I am not diſconſolate. It 
was otherwiſe with me once. I can re- 
member when the Jun ſeemed to ſhine in 
vain, and the whole creation appeared as. 
a blank, if you were from me. Not that 
I love you leſs. The intercourſe of many 

ſucceſſive years, has endeared you, more 
and more, to my heart. But I hope the 
Lord has weakened that idolatrous diſpo- 
ſition, for which 1 have ſo often deſerved. 
to loſe you: I am aſtoniſhed: at. his pa- 
tience and forbearance, that when I Pre- 
ſumptuouſſy gave you that place in my 
heart, which was only due to Him, He 
did not tear my idol from me! To what 

dangers has my iu conducted regard often 
expoſed you! But: he is God and not 
man. I hope it is now my. deſire to 
hold nothing in competition with Him, 
and to entruſt my all, to his keeping and 
diſpoſal. If we hold each other in a pro- 
Je ; per 
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per fubmiſſion, and ſubordination to Him, 
He will bleſs us, and make us mutually: 
comforts and helpmates. He will ſanc- 
tify the bitter of life, and give the ſweet 
a double ſweetneſs. His bleſſing is the. 
one thing needful; without it, there is 
neither feourity for what we poſſeſs, nor 

true ſatisfaction. in the poſſeſſon. We 
have no good in, or of ourſelves, or which 
we can impart to another. We may pity, 
but we cannot reheve each other, when: 
in trouble. We cannot remove one pain,, 
or give one moment's peace of inind, to. 


ö thoſe whom we beft love. 


Mary prayers are, and will be put up- 
'for you and Mrs. U=,, while you are 


away.” Tt is this endears Olney to me. 


== Lord has a.praying people here, and! 


they Pray for us. To be intereſted in the 
fimple, affectionate, and earneſt prayers: of 
ſuch a people, is a privilege of more va- 
Tue than the wealth of kings. In anſwer 
to their prayers, the Lord has placed a 
| OTE about all our concerns, bleſſed our 


going 
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us and ours in health, when ſickneſs or 
death have been in almoſt every houſe 
arbund us. And, doubtleſs, I am much 
indebted to their prayers, that with ſuch a 
heart . mine, nin hee a eee . * 


U eee 


CEREAL] 5 
4 634 De 4 SS 


w e ee N 
noon. T have juſt 3 my dear 
484 fionoured-/ fiehd, wich whom the 
hours of the journey paſſed very plea- 
ſantly. I am wondering at myſelf: way at 
every body about me. It ſeems 
to chink of being, ſorſaddenly/whitled: away 
ü em vou. So many preaching, and other 
engagements, are provided for me, that I 
: believe I cannot return before Saturday. 1 
5 hope the Lord will be wich you, and that yau 
'> pw 33 c will 


E 


—— 


ney. 1375 
will be led earneſtly to ſeek a bleſſing for 
me, and for yourſelf. I have breathed, 
out many a prayer for. you, ſince I faw. 
you, and hope to do ſo, while I can breathe 
at all. May He give us to grow daily in 
the knowledge of his grace, and to re- 
joice in the views of his excellency, and 
of our intereſt in Him, as our God and 
Saviour. This is the one thing; and the | 
only thing which is promiſed abſolutely, 
and without a poſſibility of failure, to thoſe 
who deſire it. Every thing elſe is vain, 
uncertain, and - changeable. But he will 
furely, though gradually, make himſelf 
known to the heart that ſeeks Him. | 

I have been with Mrs. C—; the is “ 
ſorely afflifted, but appears to be in a = 
humble, dependant frame. From how 
many. heart-rending diſtreſſes, by which 
others are ſuffering, has the good Provi- 
dence of God preſerved us? May He make 
us thankful for the exemption, and teach 
us to bear our ſmaller croſſes, with a 
becaming ſubmiſſian to his will! 


f 
b 
1 
18 
NB 
LE 
4 


+ 
: 
. 
* oq 
* 
Is 


233 Teer to a N.. 


5 + < a L 
4 n 4 L ; 1 5 . #- þ ” : * * C 4 * 
+ — 2 S * Pg 7 4 L - * pn F 4 1 3 
. * * 
8 * a R 8 
; x: Y 3 * * * 17 
f 1 1 5 4 „ 
AAS ny 447 1 17 As: 1 + + £3343 
R * 
0 
: * wy 
o 1 
> i 4 13 =. M4 1 I 1 4 * f « 4 * 
"+ . : ; 5 1 4 q « 
Fo & & P 8 * Wanne ey . 
1 


3937141 1 2 . 

: Fe it was not to my deareft M. 
3 not write ſo ſoon after; dinner. 
But though my belly is full, and my head 
empty, I muſt tell vou, that J had very 


quiet, agreeable company in the coach, and 
a pleaſant ride to Deptford; where l 


mounted a. horſe my, dear Mr. T 


DE ts wn a har roughe 


We 


me ſafely hither. Thus the Lord graci- 


| ouſly preſeryes me, from place to place. 


I am always a little awkward without 
vou, and Very room where 11 J U are not 


preſent, looks unfurniſhed; ., It is not a 


humble ſervant who ſays this, but a huſ- 
band and he ſays, it, not in what is, called 
the honey- moon, but in the twenty- third 
year after marriage. Nor do I ſpeak it 
to my own praiſe, but to the praiſe of 
our good Lord, whor by his bleſſing, has 


21 e endeared 


* 
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endeared us to each other. Inconſtaney 
and vanity are inherent in our fallen na- 
ture, and if left to ourſelves, we might 
have been indifferent, weary, and diſguſted, 
long ago. But He has united our hearts, 


and, I truſt, the union ſhall ſubſiſt to eter- 
nity. May we poſſeſs, while here, the 


peace which paſſeth underſtanding, and 
live under the abiding expectation of an 


| res eee Wh 21331 211 i 


: p 3.4 4 g a _— 5 
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tak Þ'a HAVE not mch news to tell 


you! +T-have bren ch, Se Mn. R 
You remember how near death ſhe was, 
by falling into the water, about a fort 


night ago. She was ſince perſuaded to 
take the air, in a one horſe chaiſe. I 


were hardly half a mile from the houſe, 


when the horſe fuddenly fell, upon a ſmooth 


road, and by the ſhock, ſhe was thrown. 


out of the chaiſe, over the wheel. You: 
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will not wonder that ſhe was much hurt 
and bruiſed, if you conſider her weight. 
No bones were broken, but the fall, i in 
addition to her previous illneſs, has broy oht | 
her very low, and I think ſhe cannot con- 
tinue long. What thanks do we owe to 
e Lord, for his merciful care of us in 
all our journeys, when others meet with 
ſuch diſaſters,” loſe th their own home! 
The ſtate of ſome: of our family where 
you are, is much upon my mind. I 
hope JI have engaged many to pray for 
them. The Lord grant that all you ſee, 
hear, and feel, here you are, may draw 
your heart ſtill nearer to himſelf! What 
is all below but vanity. There is no ſolid 
comfort, no abiding peace, but what we 
derive from above. Once we knew no- 
ching of this. But the Lord directed our 
path in life, in ſubſervience to the deſigns 
of his grace. How few of thoſe with 
whom you were acquainted in your early 
years, have any right knowledge of God, 
or r of themſelves,” * ſet out upon this 
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plan, and if mercy had not ſtopped us, we 
ſhould have gone on, till we had periſhed 
with a lie in our right hands. Do, my 
deareſt, take encouragement from what the 
Lord has done, to believe that he will do 
ſtill more for you. Do no: think that he 
has opened your eyes, and taught you that 
your help is in Him alone, only to diſap- 
point you. The enemy would keep you 
from ſeeking him diligently and conſtantly, 
and would perſuade you, that you get little 
or no. good. from all your attempts, but 
believe him not. -Rather believe the word 
of promiſe, that though he may ſeem to 
delay, He will not, he cannot deny, thoſe 
who perſevere in aſking in the name of 
Jeſus... Thus much till the poſt comes in. 
How little do I know of my own heart! 
While I thought, myſelf ſure of a letter, 
1 vainly ſuppoſed J could be ealy, though 
I ſhould not receive one, But when the 
poſt arrived , and brought no letter from 
you,, my ſpirits. ſunk in a minute, and, 1 
fear, I ſhall be too impatient i in 1 wiſhing 
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for Friday. Surely my dear M. knows 
me too well, to think that after a whole 
week's abſence, I ſhould not be longing to 
Hear from her. If you inadvertently neg- 
lected to write, I muſt gently blame You; 
it ovght, indeed, to be very gently, as it 
is the firſt fault of the Kind I can charge 
you with, ſince our happy marriage. 1 
rather think you have written, but by ſome 
miſtake, the. letter has miſled, for I am 
willing to hope you are well, I am quite 
diſconcerted. But if [ receive one by the 
next poſt; you need be in no pain for 
me, for that will ſer all to rights. I have 
been to bury a corpſe at Weſton this 
evening. I promiſed myſclf a pleaſant 
walk: but the want of a letter ſpoiled it. 
I would fain have directed iny thoughts 
to ſubjects of more importance, but 1 
could not. Alas! I am a poor creature. 
Pray, my deareſt, write oſten, for next 
to your company, I prize your letters, 
above any thing merely e ht 
his earth can — 
101 oo” I 3 
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1 4 e 12 Tub. 1 
* WatrrD > about the ſtreet 1 


N day, till it was time to go to Orchard - 


fide, and then deputed Molly to ſupply 
my place; at half paſt four the horn 
ſounded, and my heart went pit-a-pat. But 
I ſoon ſaw Molly paſs the window, and 
by her looks and her ſpeed, I gueſſed 


| the had a letter. I ſnatched it from her, 


and read it, and was preſently well. 
My heart was melted the other day, 


when I found the little book in your 


drawer, in which you: had began to ſet 
down ſuch texts of ſcripture as had more 


particularly engaged your notice, and eſpe- 


cially when I read the two pages of prayer, 
with which you had prefaced them. A 
prayer agreeable to the promiſes of God, 
and, I truſt, dictated to you by his Holy 
Spirit. My foul gave a hearty Amen, 
to every petition, I am ſorry that any 
thing PR you from proceeding in 
what 


** 


Tellers lo 4 2 
what * af well. begun; but I hope you 


Vill reſume. it, when you r 


bleſſings. of che Goſpel are open to you. 
Could 3 you ſteadily ſtriue againſt the hin- 
derances and diſcouragements throw: 

your way, and ſimply and patier 
in the uſe of the means of grace, with- 


out giving way to. vain reaſonings, you 


would ſoon experience a growth in peace 

and comfort. To patient faith, the prize 
is ſure. May the Lord help you thus to 
wait ; and may he giye us more freedom 
to converſe for our mutual encourage- 
ment. I am a ſtrange, inconſiſtent crea- 
ture in this reſpect, as in many others. 
Next to the ſalvation of my own ſoul, 
there is nothing lays ſo near my heart, 
as your ſpiritual welfare; and yet I am 
often tongue · tied, and can ſpeak more 
readily to any body, than to you. Let 


us mutually endeavour to break through 


very reſtraint, that we may be help- mates 


in the beſt ſenſe of the word. I preached 
this n . Deut. xXxii. 10. The 


0 


y abide 


— — — — 


wb. wk vo tony ene w. does it apply to 
bondage id Africa, and has ſelected me, 
Pattern of his grace to ꝛthe chief of 
Lagers What a mercy" to me? I truſt 
to you alſo! For he appointed us for 
ach other from the firſt, and his hand 
| woghs us together, and into our preſent 
Macs. W 4 train of miracles, : 
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"Pam: three. o'clock, and a cloudy 
morning · So ſays the watchman. 'I- hope 
my deareſt is now. in a ſweet ſteep. When 
1 have done writing, I ſhall proceed to 
the coach, which ſets off exactly at four. 
Pray do not fear my being robbed, or hurt, 


in che dark. For I expect a guard will 


g0 with me, one to whom the darkneſs 
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me from the houſe 
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ne are in Nn 1 I. went 


Or was ur preſerver. hk } 549 FROM. bh 
10 Lou may be ſure that ehe is con- 


tinually with you. I ſeldom paſs, many 
minutes, without darting a thought up- 


wards, in your behalf. The knowledge of 


your affection, affords me the greateſt 


pleaſure, I can receive or defire, of a 


| ber kind. But your apprehenſions 


on my account, when I am called from 
you, for a ſeaſon, give me pain. I wiſh 
we could both, more ſimply, entruſt each 
other, without anxiety, to the Lord's good- 
neſs. Surely, he delights i in our proſperity, 


or elſe, why have we been ſpared ſo 


long; or how have we been ſo mercifully 
ſupported, ſo ſeaſqnably relieved, and en- 


| riched with ſo many bleſlings, from 0 


to year? May all that we experience, be 


| ſanRified, to humble Us, "and to kicieaſ 


our dependance*upon him * is Biways 


J- mut 
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I muſt go. I carry with me from 
place to place, a heart; full of an affedtionate 
and grateful ſenſe of your love, and of tha 
innumerable, and invaluable mercies- and 
comforts the Lord has given me, in the 
relation I ſtand to you. W % 64:11 
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Pn 22 April. 
offs ITT WY you; I ee 


feel the concern, which you will e . 
feel, when you ſay farewell, to your ſiſter 
and your family. Methinks, if I could 


prevent it, you ſhould not have a moment's. 
uneaſineſs, pain, or trial, from the begin- 
ning to the end of the year. But how, 
could you then be a partaker of that mY 
which the Lord beſtows upon his people, 


through che medium of afflictions? 1 


hope he will give you an entire reſignation 

to his will; and that the grief you and 

your ſiſter will feel at parting, will be 
H2 compenſated 
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. Rs a cheerful SY of mect- 
ing again, perhaps more than once, in this 


lieg but if not here, in a better world, 


And hen you drop a tear at leaving your 


father, ſiſter, aunt, and friends, remember 


that you are coming to a huſband who 


or all other friends can. You will be 
more welcome to me on your return, than 
on the happy day which firſt made you 
mine. How will my eyes delight to ſee 
you, my ears 29 hear you ſpeak, and my 
ams to enfold you. 

My text to night is 1 75 8 


| 8 is a full, and gracious promiſe. The 
under the wings of the Almighty ! How / 
does the hen cover her brood with her 
wings! If her power was equal to her 
mull, nothing ſhould hurt them. The Lord 

our Saviour, makes uſe of this image for 
our encouragement ; and his power, like 
his compaſſion, is infinite. Again, the 
hungry ſoul ſhall be ſatislied with fatneſs; | 
A1 | Y not 


loves you better, than, it is poſſible any, 


— 


not merely kept alive, but ſeafted; ſo that 


it ſhall thrive and flouriſn. Laſtly, che 
_ miſerable ſhall not only taſte, but drink 
of pleaſures; not a ſingle draught, nor 
out of a veſſel that will ſoon be empty, 
but from a river whoſe ſtream is perpe- 
tual, whoſe ſource is inexhauſtible. We 
need not fear drinking a river dry. The 
ſtreams of this river make glad the eity 
of God upon earth. How much more 
abundantly will it flow in heaven? Here 
then is our encouragemeht. Creatures 
fail and change, but the Lord is always 


the ſatge. And He gives the water of 
Uke, freely, without money and without 


price. He invites all who Ow ane" re- 
"caves alt*'who come. . 2 
The clock i is ſtriking twelve, as 


P will wiſh you a good night. May hs. - 
angels of the Lord, yea, the Lord of an- 
gels hiinſelf, watch Over your bed, an + 


your ſleeping hours. My chamber looks 


rather ſolitary at preſent,” Yu Manas 4. 


merey, I fleep ſound x. 


x4. I-THANK- 
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Ir UDY., NCTE 75181. Hed {; Olugy, 17 April. 

Ari 1 THANK you for your letter. I 
_ not complain of its brevity. A ſingle 
line to inform me of your ſafe arrival, 
would have: gladdened my heart, and; I 
muſt, have excited oy gratitude to che 


1 Tord our La Not that I think 


1 gagger upon the road, 
Po 9 a enn un- 


| out own — care, is inſufficient 
to preſerve ourſelves, or each other, far 


a ſingle moment. Yet my fooliſh mind, is 
prone to be more ſolicitous about you, 
hen you are out of my ſight. I am con- 
ſcious of many: things, which make me 
onder at the Lord's goodneſs, in ſparing 
vou ta me ſa long; and that you have not 
heen oſtener, or more heavily afflicted for 
nx fake; But his thoughts are high-above 


mine, e beans ar i her chan che 
2 0 l 5 14 | earth, 


— 


2 


üben lonely nor dull. I hope the 


earth. And it is our mercy that we are 


not under the law, but under grace. 
J roſe from my knees, to take my pen 
in hand, and ſhall daily pray for you all. 


J truſt the Lord has given your ſiſter that 
knowledge of himſelf, which will make 
her ſituation in Scotland agreeable. The 
earth is the Lord's, and his ſervante, where- 
ever their lot is caſt, haue his throne of 


grace always near them. I know net 


how ſhe may fare therein point of ordi- 


nances. However, if the Lord is pleaſed 


to dwell in her heart, and in her houſt; 
He can make up every defect. His Pro- 
vidence undoubtedly leads her thither, and 
we can be no where better, than in the 
path of duty. His bleſſing upon ſecret 


prayer and the reading of his word, will 


keep her ſoul alive, though the public 
preaching ſhould not be quite to her'with. 


Though I miſs you continually, Lam 


will give me a heart to wait upon Him, 


and then ſhall do well enough till you are 
e H +. reſtored. 
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reſtored o mes L need not with th time 
away. It flies amazingly faſt, and alas! 
too poc rly improved. Theſe little ſepa- 
rations ſhould engage us to ſeek his bleſſ- 
ing, that we may be prepared for the 
hour (which muſt come) when one of us, 
mult have the trial of living awhile, with- 
out the other. The Lord, who appoints 
and times, all things, wiſely and well, He 
only knows, which of us will be reſerved 
for this painful exerciſe, . But I rely on 
his all-ſufficiency and faithfulneſs to make 
our ftrength equal to our day. It will 
require a power abovs our own, to ſupport 
us under either part of the alternative, 
| whether we are called to leave, or to re- 
ſign. But He who ſo wonderfully brought 
us together, and has ſo mercifully ſpared 
us s hitherto, ca 1 ſweeten, what would other- 
wiſe. be moſt bitter to the fleſh. _ If he is 
pleaſed to thine upon us, all will be well. 
His preſence, can ſupply the loſs of the moſt 
endeared creature comforts, as acandle may 
be er ſpared op the ſun i is ſeen. 7 by 
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1 b Abit. 


"Yabranvay. I went' to ſee Mr. 


; CR, "I found him in much diſtreſs, 
and his-wife in more. They took my 


coroner prevented my ſtay. The burial 
was laſt night, The church-yard was full 


of people ; but as the hour was late, and 
the parents. broken-hearted, 1 did not ay 


much, at the grave. The lad was in his 


fourtee nth year; was Juſt come home 
from ſchool; had aſked for victuals, but 


before he got any, went with the cart, | 
which was going for hay. His father was 
cutting the hay at a ſmall diſtance, and 
ſee ing the boy get up upon the ſharps, he 


called to him, but was either not heard, 


or not regarde ed. Another ſon drove the 
cart; the horſe ſuddenly took fright, and 


the field being full .of hillocks, the cart 


was ſoon overturned. The boy fell un- 
der the wheel, and was. inſtantly killed. 
H 5 " ann 


going very kindly, but the coming of the 


"A 


— „ „ I 3 — 
o Ty . 
3 — _ FP C 
82 ; 2 TEES , e 4 F bee; 2 
n 4 a Ln " : « or. a 9 r 
* R = 1 1 1 * . q * 5 
* oy n n — 
= n 4 = 9 2 „ 
q > —_—— n ys 


2 
2 = 1 % 4 <1, 7 A 

r * o - 

2 0 _ _ 7 


2 
* & 
14> 
7 12 0 
ol 
1 A 
1 
2 15 
1 . 
by 
£ 
1 
Fl 
BY, 


ee wn Hs. SOD 


He nicher ſpoke nor ſtirrec. Mr. C— 
aw All chat paſſed,” and Was then forced 
to de che mobrnful meſſeuger of the neus 
to his Wife. It ſeemsz ſhie was wrapped 
op (as We ſay) in her children. I was 
tl#rhat when ſhe heard of the event, ſhe 
flew: ddt of the houſe, and ran a conſider- 
able way, ſhe knew die winke before 
me cbud be ſtopped: She had aſter- 
Wards a long ſueceſfon of fits, and they 
tfeared the would have loſt her fenſes. But 
Wem L ſaw her, ſhie Was mote compoſed. - 
She ſeems to be not withour 1a" ſenſe of 
_ *rUligion; the kad been long a hearer in the 
lower meeting, en e has come- more 
the my church. . + 
It 8 a delt) i trial; but the Lord TE 
. good fruits to grow, from a bitter 
Bet. How much-praile do te owe him, 
et ther pte Aion which has covered us as 
With a eld, in all our journeys, as well 
as at home? 1 hope ſoen to have a call 
to tank him, for conducting you ſafely | 
its Kent.“ eee et ee Beine 
ain 17 


8 1 have 
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I have beer * Mrs. Cooney 1941 MIt 
is a pleaſant, retired wall to their houſe;z 
but it was not thapfanc to me, this time. 
My heart, Mas 0 . aur AS a chip, un- 
ſettled as a we: cocl ke. However: 
ould, and n mip hs, ou. I hope 
pe is a good woman. She told thor: 
had often wiſhed, that ſome occaſion 
might bring me to their houſe. But nei- 
ther ſhe, nor her huſppand could take cou- 
rage (ſuch a formidable animal, it ſeems, 
am 1) to aſł me. She is now troubled. 
for having wiſhed I might come. But 1 
hope the Aroker gee Nee a ere to 
* . . 
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I rHANER God I continue in good 
health, and well enough in ſpirits. But 
the frameof = mind is cold, wandering, 
and ſant. For the moſt een 
you have Wenn lbs) l have been fa- 
voured with more compoſure; and the 


Hs | hours, 


* 
* 


| frame ow era: ein do 
much for me, but you candot relieve me 
n this caſe. But though I am bot. aa ] 
wiſn to be, I am not unhappy. 
My text to night, when I ; ul ay mh 
upon my pillew, will: be Pf. xxiv. 15. 
* ho are the righteous, upon whom the 
eye of the Lord is fired, and to whoſe 
cry bis ear is open? Nat the ſelf- righ- 
who, without any plea but the word of 
promiſe, put their truſt in the name of 
Jeſus. Theſe are accounted righteous, 
ſor their Saviour's fake. They are ac- 
cepted 3 in the beloved, and, becauſe they 
alle in his name, their prayer is heard. 
Why -ſhould. not we, my deareſt, open 
our mouths wide, and expect great things, 
7 85 en | we have » ſuch. & an adv Ocate 2, 7 Do 
OY, 1 75 you 


vou ſay, How ſhall I l 


TY commit-cheir. cauſe 10 Him. 


neee in 
themſelves, are not willing to — 
therefore, hearing that He is able and wil- 


then fer Hin 
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mine? I anſwer, en 
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4x6 n6t deſcribed) by; names) ber by 


ling to fave to the uttermeſt, venture upon 
his word, caſt themſelves at his feet, and 


not I, and have not yeu ſuch thoughts af 
ourſelves, and of Jeſus the Saviour? Wait 
give not way to unbelief, 


He can do all that He ſays, and He ſays 
no more chan He means to perform. 
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ot FEEL Ps you. every. day while 


you are at Chatham, but I hope and pray 
the Lond will ſanctify all to your profit. 
If it depended upon me, you ſhould have 


nothing to grieve you for a moment; but 
5 wer: 


\ 


. 


- 
1 
——— — —— »» v 
w 


>. — ———— a ap et 
my 


ſe 
n » 
3 ” 
: - 
- 
- 
: 
"Us 4 
Was 
4 
Sg 
AY * 
7 1 
| N 
1 1 
LEN 
1 
4. 
_- 
+8 
* = 
= 20 
1 1 * 
1 
BY 
TM 
* =_ 
FR 
. 
- 
WM 
+ 
s 4 
ö 
" Hs 
+ 
1 
2 
bo 5 
Nc 
— q 
hy 
P 
1 
MI. 0 
Ts 
4 
#*.4 
& \ 
4; 
- 
Tf 
1 
$*; 
Eb 
+ I 
5 
— 
1 
: . 
13 
2 
1 
[2 ry 
| 2 A 
, j 
E 7 


' 
| 
bl 
& 


+ — of — — ” - 
It „ 
* 5 17 


— ˙—— — 


P IOCEES Ine IE N 


44 
wal 

<= 
No 
f 


yay "Indeed T would end 
affeQion' which” Sives riſe to them, for 
erowns' and kingdems. But why ſhould 
you rake yourſelf vhMiSpyt- Why dif- 
truſt the good hand: of God; which Has fo 
long preſerved us? Why fhould you 
take the courſe, which in the nature of. 
things, is moſt likely to bring upon you;. 
th evil which you fear? Do not you, 
cotifiter, that yo yourſelf "expoſe me to 
het ps hogs. 6 by y "ut mla Giſtroſt 
eli" | 
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: You, ie B we, eren hi 


Wen Ws but 
N 7 „„ who, 
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who, with the warmeſt deſires ſor your 
ee is, in himſelf, quite yr to 
promote it; unable to procure you the 
E t good, or to ſhield. you from the 
28055 trouble. May it pleaſe God, ſo 
to impreſs. and fill your heart, that your 
ſupreme and undivided regard, may be 
fixed, upon- Him, WhO alone is Worthy. ; 
Then we ſhall. be happy in each other in- 
deed, when all our thc d are 
properly ſubordinate, to what. we owe to 
him. If we loved him with all our hearts, 
we ſhould: find it. eaſy to traſt him with all 
our concerns. And then it would not. 
greatly ſignify, which of us went firſt 0 
heaven, or by what means. 
Let us, my deareſt pray for each pep : 
Methinks we ſtill wander in a wilderneſs, . 
pon the very brink of a happy ſtate, and 
yet cannot enten How. ſtrange, that we 
who read of ſuch. a Zavicur, who are ac- 
quainted with ſuch promiſes, (made to the 
moſt,unwarthy), and are ſo fully convinced 
bleſlings; how _. 
. ſtrange 8 
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Frag it, that ers Mobld be this alter- 
Nately Cfevated, or caſt down, by trifles! 
That e mould fit; like Hagar, lamenting 
over. an empty veffel, when the fountain 
of life runs ſo near us! Keep this to read 
to me, When it may come to my turn, to 


be pitiched wich unbelief. Perhaps you 


will foon have occafi6n 1 to  fay, N e 


heal chyſelt. 
I have had a dee walk this evening, 


| and was enabled to pray for you, that you 
may gain a bleffing upon all your” re- 


movals, and be reſtored to me in peace. 


My pillow text to night will be in Pf. 


xxxix. Suppoſe I take ver. 8. Deli 
ver me from all my tranſgreſſions, make 


me not the reproach of the fooliſh. How 


rich is the grace, that has provi 


ground for ſo great a petition, as is ex- 
preſſed in the firſt clauſe! What arith-- 
metic can compute the whole that is in- 
cluded in the word All. One tranſgreſ- 
ion, would be tufficient to fink the ſoul 
Into | ruin, But the blood of Jeſus Chriſt | 
frees 


* 
* * 
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frees thoſe who believe 3 in Him, from the 
guilt of All. And his ſpirit is ſufficient, 
to ſet us at liberty from the power of Alt 
ſin, ſo chat not one ſhall have dominion 
over us. Yer the ſupply of this ſpirit, i is 
to be fought by earneſt prayer; otherwiſe, 
notwithſtanding what we know, and what 
we have received, we are liable to take 


ſuch ſteps, as would x make us the reproach 


of the fooliſh, _ 

Whenever you return, you will be wel- 
come to me, as gold to the miſer, But I 
hope to ſupport the interval without being 
burdened. My days are filled up with 
employment, and at night I ſleep ſoundly. 


So that no part of my time 5 upon 
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Mrrhiwxs 1 ſee you juſt now. 


Ya + iris fink a little, becauſe you are 


Seng leave of your Mer and friends. 1 
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Ao Jou. te drop a tear. n 1 I 
hope to- morrow, and before you haye 
_ travelled many miles, yqu will reſume. your 


cheerfulneſs, and Jeave. them, and your, 


in the hand of the Lord, without anxiety. 

le fitted your ſiſter for the poſt. he has 
aſſigned her, and, I truſt, he Will. not only 
bleſs her, but make her a bleſſing to many 
around ber. I ſametimes think, that the 
1 child's lameneſs, may give ſuch, Aa different 
$7 turn to his future lif , may, prevent ſo many 
therwiſe have happened, 
—_ give 8 55 to ſo many things which 


BY 'otherviſe would not have happened, that, 


| in the way of. means, it may have a near 
connection with the ſalxation of his foul. 
Tri 1s good to truſt the Lord, and leave the 
management of all to Him. He is wiſe. 
He fees to the end of our path. We, 
Poor thori-fighte! creatures, cannot ſee an 
and if left to our own 


choice, ſhould, Stig :ourſ eyes i in trou- 


prevent dem. lob. e eg 
. * 8 | | * fl 
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I hall be glad to hear you are at Lon 
don; becauſe you will then be thirty miles 


nearer to me. But I remember [when 


there were not only hills, but oceans be- 
tween” us. Then the Lord brought s 


together in fafety. It ſeems to me now, 


almoſt as if we had been ſeparated for the 
time of an African voyage. But I wait 


with patience; your ſummons to meet you 


at Newport. 1 would rather ſee you 
0 all that che world accounts magnifi- 
I had rather hear you ſpeak than 


Foe all Handel's muſic. I would rather 


call you; Mine, than poſſeſs waggon loads 
of gold. Some perſons would deem this 
the language of folly, but it is the language 
of love; and of truth. 

It grows late. The maids are gone to 
bed, and I ſhall ſoon retire to mine. It 
is rather lonely at preſent; but I thank 


God, I am a ſtranger to the remoteſt wiſh, 
that it were lawful for me to have any 
companion, but yourſelf. Since the Lord 
ur me the deſire of my heart, in my 


deareſt 
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deareſt , wie reſt of the ſer dre no 


more to me, than the tulips in the garden, 

Oh what a mercy is it, thar T can ſay this! 
X ſpeak it not to my own praiſe, but to the 
Praiſe of the Lord. I have a vile heart, 
capable of every eval; and, in myſelf, am 
a8 prone to change as a weather. cock. 
But, with reſpect to you, he has been 
Pleaſed to keep me fixed, as the north- 
pole, without one minutes variation, for 
twenty-four years, three months, and one 
day; and I humbly truſt, that he will thus 
keep me, to the end l of BY. life. 


z ink Oh, 4 May. 
Tue wind blows hard at N. E. ſo 
War 1 Epos.” your brother and ſiſter are 
embarked. If they are, I do not mean to 
be very uneaſy for them, and 1 hope you 
ll not. The God of the dry land, is 
God 
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an amazing ſwiftneſs, even in your abſence. 


But 
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God of the fea, likewiſe. | He i is 2s. near 

us in a ſtorm, as in a calm, ;; and we, need 
his protection, n leſs 1 na <alm, than in a 
ſtor m. May the Lord give to them, and 
to us, his grace; chat, looking to him, we 
may be comforted under all ſeparations 
and changes, by an aſſured hope « of meet- 


ing, to unſpeakable advantage, i in a better 


world! We are all leſſening the diſtance, 
apace, to our everlaſtiag h home. Our voy- 
age through life, will ſometimes be | incom- 
moded by ſtorms; but the Lord Jeſus is 
an infallible, almighty pilot. The winds, 


and the ſeas, obey him. None ever miſ- 


carried under his care; and he takes charge 


of all ho entruſt themſclves to him. Has 


be not made us willing to do ſo? Then 
we may be ſure, he will not diſappoint the 


hope, which he himſelf has given us. Let 


us make his good word our compaſs, to 
direct our hearts, to the haven, to the 
heaven, where we would be! 

I need not wiſh time away; it flies with 
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But! "BD it will be better wack me, when 
you return. I am not uncomfortable, but 
I am a line: unſettled. I can do more 
buſineſs, in two days, when you are at 
home, than in three, when you are abraad. 
For though I fit many an hour in my 
qu, yet to know, 
that you are in, or about the houſe, and 
chat I ce can ſee you when I pleaſe, gives a, 


ſtudy, without ſeeinig 


ſort of compoſure to my mind: fo. that I 


muſt not ſay, your company is a hin- 


_ derance to me upon the whole. Though 


occaſionally, my attention to you, may 


make me leave ſomething undone, which 


1 ought to have done. In ſhort, whether 
with you, or without you, I am a poor 


creature, and ſee much to be aſhamed of 


day, and in every: cireuraſtance, Sinks 


8. 


My comfort, and my, care, 


— Vou have been, and you are 4”: | 


| Howeyer, I "42S TE: t reaſon to "ble 
God, that I ever faw You. don 8 


pt „ 55 oh 
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8 - 44d AN ee 700 be ab- 
proved, Mr., and eſpecially, that vou 


mean to call upon him. I hope, you will 
pray and ſtrive againſt, thoſe prejudices, 


me with the ſame partiality, which you 
do, have ſometimes occaſioned. Theſe 
thoughts have been the greateſt hurt to your 
ſpirit, and the greateſt hinderance to your 


comfortable progreſs, of any thing that 1 
know; and have ſometimes given me no 


ſmall uneaſineſs. I cannot wiſh you to love 
me leſs; but I often wiſh you could be leſs 


anxious about me. Pray for me, that I may 


be ſimple, upright, : and diligent, i in my walk 


and work; and then you may cheerfully 
leave my concerns with the Lord; and 
may be aſſured that he will give me, as much 


acceptance and favour, as is good'for me. 


Be Ms Tour guard againſt making your- 
- 1 
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louſy; teſt any perſon ſhould not look upon. 
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for A mon! bg abſence, if, oY ring 
A 4 deftte, to witch and. pray. agal 
thoſe wrong Traprefiion ns, which your love 
to me, has ſometimes obtruged, upon your 
mind. And 1 hope, to, ſtudy pfeil, che ith 
leffon T recommend t to.you z and te ſtrive, 
and pray, for the c ore bament, of —_— 
and quiet "Fpirit.” But alas though 1 
know in theory, what a chriſtian ſhould be, 
I am till ſadly deficient in practice. 


Give my love, and thanks, to all my 


kind friends. I was once without: a/frie1 nd; 


At 


but God has fince'y "given, "4G Who 
that had ſoen_ me at. the Pla 


T N 


F ould 
have exerted; what AE raph? 


happy in you;' bur above all . 
the honour of preachi e RA 
1 too long deſpiſed, and blaiphemed' 1 
My evening walk was outwardly. plea- 
"nes but my mind was confuſed. Ho- 
ever; T prayed: for you. Let me be as L 
- I vil in other reſpects, you are abvyays pre- 
ſent to my thoughts, My love has been 
growing from the day of marriage, and 
ill it is in a growing ſtate, It was once 
a5 an' acorn, but it has now a deep root, 
and ſpreading branches, like an old oak. 
te Wen not haye proved lo, if che Lord 


bs 2 4 ; . ; Cl 
44 * Þ 4 
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1 
A. 8 intimate you thall not come: 


10 aun „ n 


annere. and ycur father, ſo much 


14170 4 'faltow feeling with you. But ſuch 


ſottöw, as he by his grace is pleafed to 
ſandtify, wil be hereaſter numbered 
amongſt our mercies. J oſten ſpeak much, 


ii public, of his all- ſufficiency to uphold, 


under every trial. IT have ſeldom had 4 
more remarkable” proof of it, than in the 


courſe of this Iate affiction. May he en- 


able you to improve \this inſtance of his 


goodneſs, as an. argument againſt that 


vain reaſoning, of unbelief which has ſo 
often diſcouraged you. If he had not bee 


with you, I am ſure you would have been 
cruſhed like a-moth. I hope, when we 
meet, we ſhall rejoice in his loving-kind- 
neſs; and that you will de able to ſay, 


Becauſe he has heard me; therefore T will 
cull upon him, as Jong as I live. 
May we learn, from what we e en | 

nd from what we daily fee; of the vanity 


2 


eee ed ar dg 


adead*He tink beth very Spud | 


ion ; ſurely my heart has 


a. 
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che one thing, nerdſul. That g may, exe, - 
pefience his loving: hindneſs tg be beter. 
than life, icſelf, and, may have a, ſurg re: 
ſource in his love, againſt, the preſſure of 


exyery remaining tr al, chat gay be allotted 


us. That we may, rejoice, as thoſe. who. 
are ſtill liable to be called to mourn; and 
mourn, as. thoſe who have a: happy proſ- 
pect, ol rejoicing ſor ever, at laſt. Ithought, 
on. Monday morning,, that I, was, praying 
for you, while vou were Repping. into. the 
coach. But when you did ſet off yeſter⸗ 
day, I, was aſleep. But the Shepherd of 
Iſrael, who, neither flumbers nor leeps, 
Was, pleaſed to Watch over you, in your 


journey; for which [ defire to praiſe him. 


Sickneſs, ; and death, have entered many 


houſes here, ſince you left home. But we 


are ſtill preſeryed. Our times are in the 

hands of h um, ho careth 8 
I have had another peaceful night, and 

awoke, this morning in health, I hope, 

YOU. R 1 lay heb We lie down, and 

ue in 1a uſe che Lord, ben 


"'WEY " ” 2 
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u. OR o ſay, This, God, this \great 
is dur 1 8 our e ks a 
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2 of ee 


Aver fend: you a ſhort. letter for 
once. May the Lord bleſs you, give you 
e eee troy 
da. Lino you Will be ready enough 


| Give dy love de y der cid, hoy 4 
hope, and believe; Will de u gdod girl. 


And deg df e 5 
2 chat bn 1 wh i 


— chat 1 They ue bee in 


my own child, and dull weeount the dare 


of ber, NN RIOT 
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ol: 1071: 0 Olney; 18 W 
50% wo I 00 Ren at four, for the 
fond of t 


your dear letter. My heart travelled with 


you, front ſtage to ſtage; "and! 1 fet you 
down in the Ole Jewryl Joſd at- che time 


E e 1 you 


0 
: 
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xe horn. I liſtened till fle be- 
fore T heard 2 Soon after," I received 
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 Paſhble-events, Which pins 
y calculations, and ſent me e'tq. bed. to- 


RD. > 


night, wich an aching bert. I hope yen 
g are now at Chatham. T have pur? ydu into 
Lord 's hand, who 1 truſt will do you 
. good. Yet I « cannot help being anxious 
"All T how how you: felt, and Nhat you 
met with, vpon your areal. If your Up 
father be ſtill iving give my love, and 
"duty," to him, and aflure him, that' he is al; 
Ways in my thou ghts, an | prayers. . May 
"the Lord ſupport ) you, and keep up your 
"ſpirits, by a ſenſe of his” Power "and 
a of oo Fon, 
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prayed for. But J. ſuppoſe, more chan. . 

kundred were detained from us, by colds. 

.and, illneſs. „Ihere i is ſcarcely, a houſe, a 

without ome perſons. ill i in it; and | e ge- 

neral word. is, That chey never - had ſuch 

1 a ſort of cold before. | Many have taken. - 

e to their beds.. But in. a few ry 5 £3 

b them. begin to amend. 115 

W. and. R. B—. few me 1 Þ > 

their Uitle girl was dying; and 1 have ſiner 
heard, me is dead. I expect to find chem 

in much trouble... Thus, at: one time: r 
another, very family. and every. perſon, 

* fiads Vanity. entyined with: their choĩceſt :4 

1 comſorts. It is beſt for us, that 3 it is ſo. - 

1 For, poor and. vain as this life is, we ar 
ſufficiently. attached to it. How ſtrong 
then would our attachment be, if we mat 
with no rubs, or thorns, by the way? IS 
not the hiſtory of every day, a comment 
upon thoſe words, This is not your reſt? 

1 think, you and I muſt acknowledge, that 

che Lord has given us, from the beginning 

7 Si 75 union, Aa favoured 0 1 think we | 
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"WE - Tauer to a Mt. 
Ce MY OV er te good; 
and:;es few cf the cuils,, of dife 45 ahy per- 
ene whom le KD A RH4Hyetz ff % 
nds ic it intato alt ce pi; anxieties 
and eroſſes, we have met with, from Hrſt 
to laſt it would make a conſiderable abate- 
imentz in what, when taken in a more ge- 
neral view, may well be deemed a happy 
Ade. And how "Toon has the beſt gf it 
paſſed away! Noching now remains of 
many endeared hours, but the remem- 
ancel Though we have had the beſt, 
t fuchia liſe can afford, it wauld be 4 
happineſs indeed, were this our Alf. 
But ble rd SO who hs een 
For, I. Wink Wwe. den propoſed no. higher” 
reren e ould. "Rind in each 
Lade 6e dene el for” thri eig 
voyages: or chough thoſe ffequetit ſepa- 
rations wert very ir dome, at che time, 
they were Hnckifted to malte us look far- 
thek“ Oh lohe has les 4s wiſely and Fra. 
: 908 1 * Buds 3 20 9 "yy 
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While reſide 


cia l. He [has ,done all things well. 
We have nothing now -to-aſk;" but bor a 
deeper, and more thankful ſenſe of bös 


+ % FEE 1 
by 4 
k G 1 * 2 $ 4 8 cy \T 
4 4 +a — * : 4 2 5 1 # # a * „ 3 - 4. ** * 
WL 2 9 * 45 % * * RR * , N 
* * 
; : £ $ x © OÞ 
4 g ; 4 1 * 5 — 1 331 
x A * Re / ; *%% 3 Y p * 8 2 3 > 
42 . 3 a "of E i 50 1 5 3 9 8 . 
. 
v KELSES IS 8 N 5 S% . 444 - s F* 3. a SS 
i {gg #443 #8 m „ N 24 


. c ach at ea Þ olg, As Meeder, 

5 th AM "hiking of you, and li — 
up ay heart for you, almoſt continually. 
Vou axe in the Lord's ſchool. He ſent 
you, co give you the moſt ſatisfactory 
proofs, of kis goodneſs to your father; 
which, 1 will prove an encourage- 
ment, and a cauſe of great thankſulneſs to 
yourſelf. He is very gracious, and, I 


109; iHat ak eine eee 


not 60 tate of ic yourſelf! . et the 5 
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e Ros BE r eb 
"the way we ſhould 


He RG 189 0 our- 
ſelves! We have HA remarkable turns 
in our affairs; but every change has been 
bor the | better; ; and i in every trouble” (for 
wwe habe had our troubles)” He Has given 
. d Ha help.” Shall we not then be- 
lere, that he wilt perfect that wich con- 
cerns us When 1 was an infant, and 
Knew not what I wanted, he ſent you into 
the world, to be, firſt, the principal hinge, 
upon which my part, and character, in life, 
wie to turn, and then to be my com- 
anior We have tr tre vvelled together near 
Ayer weer 5 ag webt ch " . 
every | ing abr ER -he has pre- 
ſerved our affections, by bis blefling, or 
ve might have been weary of each other. 
How far cee have yet to go, we know 
ot ; bu che predter, and (us to externals) 
Ho —— ack journey lis, 
2 probably, 


od age, Ws irg atten. ant . 5 


5 be preſſing upon us ſoon. Vet L Hi | 


2 r »yS „ 


this uncertain, remaining part. 
e will, upon the whole, . be e the 

ſt: for our God is all-ſufficient, ande can 

a = us more. happy, by the, light of his 

countenance, when our temporal comte orts 

fail, than we ever were, when we ane 
0 them. to: che eee 5; SZ 
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i o r ar "©9544; * Wed” Tract baby 94: a 


or REFS Sint e 's OF 4 Þ; Jun ! 


Fl 1115 nen tt EEE aol oodherinee 8 
al vn gt 647 nels 4 Olney, 3, December, 
1 © pac. told me, that 8. was 
coming home, my heart ſunk like a ſtone ; 
but ig oon rev, upo 
altered your, purpoſe. If the, had come, I 
muſt either have ſent her back again, or have 
fer out myſelf to fetch you... If you were 
not where you are, ſhe would be very uſe- 
{ ful tome here; I feel. the ant of, her. 
But as things ſtand, you 1 Heth 
138 059 8.2% I 6 . | come, 


finding you had 


= "Sn py 


aher * Liter 
wit ere rere. but you . 
be be 2 8 3 


e think, that ey time of his de- 
neat at kak, FT düght not to 
deſire it: : bur if the unexpected: turn, the 
2 phyſician ſpeaks' of, | ould prolong” his 

: life, for months, or years; amd reſtöre him 

to the fame tate, in which ydu left him, 
in September, your preſence at home, 

will bop WS Le Wor vec 
l urgent call of dlity, can diſpenſe 
| Lint it. 1 ſpeak; not merely upon my own 
| perſonal account 3 you are gicatly wanted 
dy the fick, by the poor, and by your fa- 
mi. "There are many things, to which 
1 cannot attend, ft s Tought, while'you are 
a ah . I youl fucker reden d 


363 with him, Nig 


of that better land, to which he is going, 
and. in praiſing che Lord for his goodnels. 
I hope, nothing that I have. written, 
wil male you uneaſy. My mind has been 
a üttle agitated; but now I have put 
down my thoughts. upon paper, I am 


compoſed again. Your abſence is, indeed, 


a trial; but whoaml, that ſhould not have 


trials? Ah, þ have deſerved much more 


| than this, even to be broken, with breach 
upon breach, and to be deprived of you 
e wee The Lord helps me, in ſome 


| n is not like ſome, which we 
. have formerly known: there are no oceans 
between us now, nor am I under a painful 
ſuſpenſe, as when could not hear of you, 
for a whole twelyemonth. Even then, he 
Was peaked to. watch over us to ſuppart 


4 _ 


mealure, to reſign, all to his diſpoſal, and 
to 0 fay, Not my. will, but thine be done. 


| us; 
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and again. Therefore, my foul, hope thau 
un Goch, ſor L. hall yet ꝓraiſe him. Mea, I 
wilh praiſe him now, for his goodneſs to 
vou. I know you have felt much: af- 
lictions muſt be felt, to be ſanctified. 
But you haue been ſtrengthened, accord- 
ung to:your: day: We ſeem: as J lately 
obſerved, to have had as fmooth a jour- 
ney, thus far, as moſt people. Vet, at 
intervals, our trials have been very ſharp. 
Mine are always ſo, when I feel for you; 
though few things, with which your peace, 
or comfort, are not connected, give me 
much trouble. I pay; at ſome ſeaſons, a 
heavy tax, for loving you, I had almoſt 
aid; too well. But I cannot love you too 
well, unleſs I love you improperly. I be- 
"Heve it was of the Lord's goodneſs, that I 
A ry d you at firſt; anid 1 am ſure, that | 
both duty and gratitude,” bind me to love 


-Thouſd' bear to his wifez eis expreſſod in 
5 by che apoſtie, Ephec 


V. 25 
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E e | 
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you now. The love} whielria huſband 
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farm ar Ohey. 1775. Arz : 
mo 528. But you certainly have bern 
my idol, and Eroſien -fear} youcare>teo 
much ſq ſtill. . Als U how! diffidult is rt 
to draw the line exactly, between under- 
valuing, and overvaluing, the gifts of God! 
The good Lord pity; and pardon; us both, 
and take ſuch a full poſſeſſion of our 
hearts, char no rival may en 8 
beach is wii yr W ces 
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YER word: ible ib n e 
Ir your letters 140 you think) af- 
forded me, neither pleaſure nor comfort, 
J ſhould: not ſo earneſtly with: you to 
me both; and that in your abſence, nothing 
of ea temporal kind, can give me equal 

ſatis faction. I uſually grow thoughtful, and 
the poſt is coming, till I hear the horn; 
them m ſpirits flutter. But When I ge- 
ceive a letter from you; have read it, and 
, find 
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dum y werb well, 5 preſencly + x ang 
poſed, and, I hope, a little thankful. Thus 
it wast6-night. Glad I am to hear, that 
your dear father is preparing to part with 
his houſe, and ſeems not unwilling to.come 
w Olney; Where, I truſt, he will find me 
heartily joining with you, to do every thing 
in our power, to make his remaining days 
comfortable. 5 tenths het 8 
The language of Pſ. al. 5. fuits me well. 
2 There is no end ta the inventory of my mer- 
cies. May he, who has: given fo much to us, 
and done ſo much for us, add the crowning 
: mercy of a thankful heart! Though can 
talk of thankfulnefs, I feet much. inſenfi- , 
bility 3, bur I know, that while ſin-dwelleth. 
in me, it will ny effects. It will diſtreſs, 


box cannot denen 


a. a wha hy Glen EY 
free, for his own ſake. Lt is lz the blew... 
pc Gs fan, he AAR beyond, 
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this ſalvation, are they. who have > Here 

| __ n by their iniquities.. d 279% Oy tail 
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of a Hg, „eh 23 Decembire | 2H 
EO Prayers ate offered for you, 
50 hope we ſhall ſoon have to offer” 
praife,3"F'-pray; not only that we may " 
be reſtored. to each other, but that our 
long ſeparation may be ſanCtified to us 
bon Though it has been à gentle 
trial, compared to 'what the Lord might 
juſtly" have Ant 10 iningled with great 
werelts yet a trial it is to me, and, per- 
haps; more ſo 10 you. Not that I mean 
to yield the palm to you, as 'if you. can. 
be more-ſenfibly affected by abſknce, than 
myſelf; But I allow my ſituation at home, 
is more pleaſant than yours, while abroad.” 
Conſidered” as 4 trial, we have cauſe to 
be WINS that” i it has been ſo much 
and we ſhould likewiſe aim, 
wren cus dell Ns Fm it. Thopfe 
am © have 


_ 4. 
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I have learned ſome, if I can but practiſt 
them. I cannot ſcel how much I mis 
vou when you are from me but a few 
weeks, without: thinking what ſupport l 
-Hould nerd, if I was wholly deprived of 
The like e 1 J ſuppoſe, is 
iſometimes upon your mind. Fhe hour 
old probably come, — we muſt expe- 
Tience the alternative of leaving, or being. - 
left. For though poſſible, it is not very 
once. May the Lord impreſi the event 
of this unk noun dannen pen aur ming; 
diſtreſs; us, but to keep alive in us, 

Sbenſe ef the inſignificancy of eyery thing 
| ee W the one thing need 
ifuaſion of his all ſuffioienoy and. grace, 
and of our ĩatereſt in his promifes . that 
| ve may truſt and not be afraid but cheer- 
fully commit all that is before us, . his 
care. II bn cls. 
deln. N e oy ot 
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things tolerable, which ſeem che moſw for- 
midable in proſpect. We are prone to 
be over earneſt about matters, which will 5 
5 ohe day appear to us of no more import- 
ance; than the recolledtion of a dream. 
But, oh h the peace of God ſatisfies and 
fills the heart, and leaves but little room 
for anxious N n 0 _ 
about trifles! aas n N 

5194 acknowledge: your kindneſs in end 
ing me tolerably long letters, and by way 
of thanks, I have this time taken a large 
ſdeet of paper, and will try to filb t. If 
T' had leiſure, and could find ſomething 
to ſay, I would pleaſe myſelf with writ- 
ing, not meets, but quires. But I have 
many things to attend, und meet with 
hourly interruptions, - When I awakened 
our dear little girl this morning, F aſked 
her for a text, and ſhe very promptly gave 
me Iſa. xlil. 16. which contains an epi- 
tome of my own hiſtory, and of yours alſo. 
How blind were we, when the Lord 
brought s 9 Ho little did we 
Alt TE 
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_ d Lars os Wife: 


mk of the paths, by | which; and-7o 
deen had purpoſed to lead us. Bus 


He ca abred light to-ſhine upon. our dark- 
neſs, He hasmade athouſand crooked things | 
ſtraight before. us, 4 and we have good rea- 


5 


ſon to traſt his ptomiſe that He will not 
forſake us. Crooked things will © ocour in 
our path, now and: then, but, if He be 
with: us, we need nor fear:. Andl the time 
5 i Hort. May we learn. to ſpeak "the 
Plalmiſt's language from our hearts, Lord! 
har wait e for, our hope is in thee, 
We have ſeen much of. the good, which 

_ this life, in a temporal view, can afford- 
We have felt enough of its evils, to know 
thar all here is mingled' with vanity, and 

7 1 of ſpirit. And Etruſt, that be- 
= wre He removes us, He will make us 
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TRE 10 is, ; very, good: 10 me, 


724 2. po! . 


e meintains my peace, and preſerves 


me from evils and ſnares. But T fed. 
much! abomination in my heart. 1; ean 


wuly fay, It is A-« cage of unclean and hates, 
ful birds. 1 dare: not entruſt ah one, 117 


and deal thou oghts, which often p 
my mind. The Lord, who i is» EE 
holy, ſees Al, yet He bears with me, and 
permits me, vile as 1 am, to call him | MiDE,, 
Ts not this wonderful? Oh! He is full 
of grace and mercy! 1 hape you think. 
and find him fo. £376 

Yeſterday was A buly time, but 1 was, 


led comfortably. through. I had a good 
night, and ſlept” this morning ill paſt 
ſeven. I am ſufficientiy indulgent to Mr. 
Self. Do not fear my pinching, or over- 
working him. I need a ſpur more than 


A bridle. Youoften think I do too much; 


br 4 
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I much ohnen ſee cauſe to A500 1 
comparatively at leaſt, a ſlothful and un- 
Profitable ſervant. . In the concerns of 


1nortal fouls, . with eternity in view, 


and 9 much, depending, upon the preſent 
Wa aſſiduity, or importunity, can 
be proportgned 10 the ö cet h 
be always pon che) wing; ſeizing any op- 
portunity of. aiming to be useful, Whether 
by, yord, or peng 49d, of, epyrF, much, 
more careful, and, diligent: than I am, to 
redeem the time. The Lord Pity. and. 
Pardon us ; all, and make. us as wiſe i in our. 


eee as. the, FO pf, the Wa . 
in theirs! . | 
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EP W are be e 508, . 
need. not be arent at my wiiting ſa 

ſoon. Mr. R— called on me this morn- 
ing and When I. ſpoke | of my intended 
e, he ſaid, he muſt go to London 
„ 


FI 


0 85 


pile v MO," 1775. 191 


Joon; and that if he could be of any ſer- 
vice, he would ſuit his time to ours, and 


willingly conduct your father to Olney. 
When he firſt ſpoke, my heart anſwered, 


Thank vod for noting 1 do nichdofr 
to mis the pleaſure of ſeeing my dear 


M. at leaſt a Whole week ſconer than 
if 1 bee ee g home. But I ſoon 


conſidered, Mr. R. is an active ſtrong 
man, Who has . 36 and his wits about 

him, and could, perhaps, upon many od. 
caſions, be much more helpful to my fa- 


ther, than I could. So I muſt mention 
this to her, and if the approves it, T muſt, 


for my father's ſake, ſubmit to ſtay a little 


longer, before I ſee her. If you think 


that my coming will do as well or better, 
acre I am in waiting. Nothihg but-pru- 
dence, and a ſenſe of duty here, would. 


prevent my ſetting off towards you this 
night. I ſhould much prefer it to going 


to bed. If it depended on my will only, | 

feel myſelf well · diſpoſed to take a jour- 

n five hundred _ for one day, 
or 
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or half a day of your company, if T-could 
have it upon no eaſier terms. I need 
not multiphy words,' you well know that 
—— ſor an excuſe, to prevent 
coming to you. But your father's ſafe 
and; comfortable travelling, is at preſent a 
«chief okject with me. I love him for his 
own ſake; when he gave his conſent that 
vou ſhould be mine, he laid me under 
an obligation, which I can never repay ;. 
and over and en e he. 1 . 
father. {+41 2 X 5 


5 n 
% ant 
Ss with you on Tueſday, I write 

a haſty line to _— _ 1 all 
* Tot | 
- "4 fippoſe, if Self had his will he would 
think his journey to you, of fuch import- 
ance, that no ſnow ſhould have fallen to 


= retard. * inconvenient; Poor 
proud 


0 ivy, 1776. x93 
Proud! CONS har / a preſumpthous 


pointment o the moſt High; iaſtend bf be- 
ing duly thai ful; that you alle] paverfatcly 
ſheltered and well provided for in this 
ſevere weather! What hardſhips are ſome 
perſons ſufferiug this morfingꝭ while pou; 
hope, are ſleeping /pencefull# in your 
bed, and I am ſitting by da got fire. 
Far be it from us to repine, if it fore 
things our inclinations are a little croſſed. 
It is often, yea always, in mercy when 
they are. We have ſeen it ſo in many 

inſtances already, and Thall on 18 
that it was ſo in all. Ty 


et me beg you not to give way to PA 


on my account, nor to calo e depth 
of the ſnow, at preſent; nor of the floods, 
when the ſnow fhall melt. Since: 50 
have had an intereſt ia me, the Lord has 
preſerved me; in the nfidſt of many dan- 
Se fuck as you can form” no idea of. 
: afely truſt him now. His arm 
is ple wearyy® He is ae near us, and 
1II. X his 


worm to admit one thought againſt thæu g. 
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Lets to a 2 8 


"4 Providence: watchful over. thoſe. that 
Er! him. But IL know I cannot reaſon 
1 Wa Four our apprehenſions, any more than 
9 5 thy, own, when they are; exerciſed 
t 0%. I will therefore direct my 
its ; upward—Lord do thou keep her 
upon thee, and give her power 
tg. aghary al in, thine hand, and men all 
to, thy, will! Amen. 


1 a 


w eas fi "of I OP IJ a BS 
Le DR * 
2 2 5 ks 
2 f * — jay * 
„ 
1 14 1 5 1 
he be! 2 2 | * * * ; * ; ＋ © 3 3 \ 


ef Frans det TREE Bs. ltr 9 damen 
Ir L did 1 not ſeel for your anxiety, 
Loud b. be quite eaſy, for we are all well, 
ang ſurrqunded with mercies. I thought 
to be in London to-night, and with you 
to-morrow: i but the Lord appointed other- 
wiſe. The greateſt fall of ſnow, I ever 
remember, has prevented me; but I might 
have been, prevented by illneſs. Till ten 
or « "eleven this morning, I thought of mak-: 
ing. myſelf a as caly as I could, at home. 
But after the waggon came in, finding ar 
the 
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While refident- at Olney, 1776. 19 5 


the road was open to Newport, and it be 
ginning to thaw, I ſuppoſed if I could 


reach thither, T ſhould find the high road 
paſſable enough. As I chalked it out, I 
was to reach St. Alban's by eiglit, ſet out 
from thence! at four tomorrow morning, 
breakfaſt in London, and drink tea in the 
afternoon with my deareſt M. Accord- 
ingly, about noon we began our march. 
Mr. R. led the van, I was in cke centre, 


and Richard brought up the rear. He 
was deſigned to bring the horſes home. 
I was A little concerned how he would be © be 


able to. manage the three horſes, but my 
concern was needleſs, for we returned as 


we went. The road from Newport was im- 
paſſable to carriages. Neither chaiſe nor 


mail could move. I came fafely home, 


well pleaſed that I had made the attempt, 


and only anxious leſt you ſhould be 
alarmed. I wiſh you may be able to drive 
away your fears upon my account, or ra- 
theg pray them away. I am in ſafe hands. 


The Lord i is my protector and yours tod. 


K 2 | But 
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ay go” 199 
But if your painful feelings cannot be 
avoided, may they be ſanctified! My 
8 Na: is unwilling that you ſhould: have an 
| moment, but the Lond' 8 n is not 
ain der; hut wite, 0 
Mor let u regret, that this 5016 of * 6 
mould prolong our ſeparation. Tr fell by 
the qirectiom of God's providence, both 
abs the time, and the. ſpot. And he 
ikewite Ude 26 bur concerns; or the ſhow 
taight have detained: your father on the 
road, as I heat it has ſome: company, who | 
5 were glad to be ſheltered in a ſmall public 
iſe by the road fide, and can neither 
get backkwarch, nor forward. Come, all is 
F well. We are, indeed, aſunder; but I 
an not in Africa. How things are now 
we know. What unforeſeen events the. 
interpoſition of the ſnow may have pre- 
vented, we know not. As it is, the con- 
| Kiouſneb, of loving, and being beloved, 
remains with us; and this is better than 
I (ing elſe, 1 be, without. 1% 
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You ov „7. you, cannat,\ deſcribe. 

your uncaſineſs, when you neither ſaw me, 
as you e nor heard from. ne 


well knew how you would be NW 555 
leſs you were apprized that the roads were 
ſtopped. Had the ſnow fallen with, vou 
as With vs, you would have accounted for 
my not coming. 1 think no moche, leis : 
powerful than yourſelf, would "have, „ 
duced me to go to Newport when 1 lie 
It was at leaſt an unplcalant" ride; and I 
could: not have' twinaged i had 1 been | 
alone. We were obliged, in foe Places, 
to quit the road, which was imp paſſible, 
and to go round che open Hehds, and, at 
times, both the horſe and his rider were 
almoft buried in che ow. if either fa- 
tigue or expence could have prevented 
your anxiety, you would have had none. 
But T hope all is well over now. 


We K3 IT 
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It may Roms to make us. tiene i ie 


| ſhould, indeed, make us thankful, to re- 


fleet upon the vaſt diſtreſs that multitudes 


are probably in, both by ſea and land, at 


1 


this moment while I am writing. Some 


ſtarying with cold, others with hunger, 
ſome loſt in the ſhow, others daſhing 
againſt the rocks. Ah,, my deareſt, how 
has ſin filled the world with woe! And 
we are ſinners like others; hut our ſuffer- 
ings are light, compared with what many 
endure, and ſtill more light, if compared 
with our deſerts. The Lord has done a 
great thing for us, in ſhewing us the way 
ol ſalvation. Here may our thoughts and 
dteſires chiefly fix. If fin be pardoned, if 
we are accepted i in the beloved, then He 
vill guide us by the way, and heaven 

will be our portion at the end. And fee 
lle is ſeated on a throne of grace, and 
ready to beſtow every bleſſing that we 
need, more than our ſcanty minds can 
either aſk or conceive, I am at a diſtance 


| from you. But. alas! what an, ;b? If 


y-. 


you 


IW ile refident at Olney, 1776. 199 


you were here, I could afford yo no 
comfort, or help, but by his bleſſing. But 
He can do you gooc without me. He 
can ſenſibly refreſn you, or ſeerkely op 


port you, and be unto” 9 RO W 
water a neee a e 1177 
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tary, 29 0 e, 
1 An n not furprifed that you, | ſome- 
times, find it hard to be reconellec to 
ur 
your preſent ſituation, I v was much com- 
forted by the ſtrain of cheerful fubmilti on, 
expreſſed | in your two former, letters bus 
T know, from what paſſes_ in m my. own 
heart, that we cannot maintain foch a re. 
ſigned frame of ſpirit, by any power o ber 
own, I wiſh you, however, to look back 
a month or two, to the time when, . you 
| feared ſomething. had happened. ro, mb. 
You then. thought, | if you could be fure 
that I was well, you could make light of 


every inconvenience. The preſent s 
wm K 4 weather 
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weather is a diſpenſation from tlie Jang. 
— Thouſands fed much more terrible effects 
from it, than we have felt; and I know 
no graund of claim that we have, to an 
excmption from a ſhaxe in choſe trials, to 
which all are expoſed. May the Lord 
help us to ſubmit and wait patiently, ſor 
after all, we can alter nothing. We may 
ke things worſe by a want of refigna- 


: IT] 


tion, but we cannot mend them. 
1 acknowledge chat your part of the 
Ty has 155 the hardeſt; yet mine has 
been light, eſpecially, if what I have 
it for Heil, be taken into the account. 
et, upon the whole, the Lord keeps my 
mind attentixe to what 1 have deſerved, 
and e to 25 others ſuffer, fo that, in the 


main „I. ni am Siet and peaceful. ar 
Wes or P or or the dear child, had been ill,. 
N el would have been much gr eater, 

80 even then we could not have helped, 
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= OE to you, is' now almoſt 
5 e thing to wich I can attend. 
Let us try to be thanleftil that we are all 
well, and favourtd wilt the neceſſaries 
and comforts of diſe“ Nnd let us pray 
that this ſeparation} with all its inconve- 
niencies, may be | ſinftified: How often 
have J committed you and myſelf to the 
Lord, feemed willing that he ſhould take 
his own methods with us; and that, in 
hope he wonld make all things work to 
gether for our gobd, I would never pre- 
ſume to. ſay to him, What doeſt thou? 
„ And yet, when I think of your preſent dif- 
„ dess, my ſpirits are ſo ſoftened and af. 
„ ſected, that I am ready to overlook my 
1. innumerable cauſes for thankfuleſs. 5 & x 
5 tan eaſily ſees how this trial may be one” 
iT of the all ae working together for our 
4 wann It 19 his bleſſing maſt make it. 
* * 5 Io. 


a Letters to a Wife. 


ſo. For if left to myſelf, I am capab! pot 


forgetting both corrections, and comforts. 


I am writing by a good fite, and while 


I almoft burn on one fide, I feel the froſt 


on the other. How true is that word, 
Who can ſtand before his cold? And 
there is another good word which I hides, 


in due time, to ſee fulfilled, He ſendeth 


forth his word and \melteth them, He 


cauſeth his wind to blow, and the waters 


flow, He can make a ſpeedy and power- 
ful change in the weather. When he 
giveth his commandment, it runneth very 


ſwiftly. Such likewiſe is his power over 


7 


; 3 FA 
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the heart. He can give peace. for trou- 
ble, heal our ſorrows, reviye our graces, 
and make us joyful in tribulation. If He 


; ſpeaks, i it is done, - He can bring, real and 


enduring good, out of ſeeming and tran- 
ſient evil, water out of rocks, and honey 
gut of Hons. .. Oh h that 1 could leave 

you, .myſclf, anch yal in his hands; be 
ill and know that He is God, and ſtand 
Kill to {ee his ane. 4 Remember me 
to 
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to Mr. WA Tf he, wants ie Hat 
cleared, 1 8 want mine to be Hillel. But 
the Lord has ißterpoſed. We mut Tor - 
complain; £ if we do, we di realy find fault 
vith n Him, OY appointerh the ſeaſons,” | 


i 4 
" eo 


. oi 
Olney, i February, 


Your mournful letter made me tho- 


roughly uneaſy, till this evening about eight, 


when I was ſurpriſed by a note informing 
me that your father was at Newport, where 


they could not get a chaiſe, but wiſhed to 
come to Olney to-night, if 1 could ſend 
one. You may gueſs how I rah and 


flew, to get one. It ſet off ſoon; it is now 


ten o'clock, and I expect them in half 


an hour. Your being i in the dumps, threw 


me into the dumps deep enough, I was 
diſtreſſed for your uneaſineſs, 0b wie fel 
hoped what I wrote laſt, would | pry revent 115 
coming. For I was filled wit 
Aarming apprehenſions of vio: "tarher's 


me in 


h the welt 
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TEA in this weather. 


5 e and thay he, capable of _ 

1 5 ng himſelf, would be frozen to drath. 
95 ke mefernger arrived more than an. hour: 
before your ſecond letter,, or it would: 
have increaſed my fears, to have been in- 
formed that he was actually upon the road. 
I Have not fel: my own weakneſs, and 
Want of dependance upon God, more ſen- 
by, * great while. But I hope, when 

he mall have brought us happily: together, 
what we have ſuffered for each: other, dur- 

ing theſe laſt eleven weeks, will be re⸗ 


membered by us with - thankfulneſs, and 


We -p:8. Yar fither FREY at hatf paſt 
den, Jie and well, as full of ſpirits. as a 
Your pan, or as if he had bur juſt riſen. 
ron bed He is very well this morn- 
| - ug, and bo. we are all; and every. face 

* me looks more pleaſant, « as WE. now 
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I rox to hear that you had a: 
emſortable iournes to Southampton, and 

that you are now with our dear friends. 

Nothing has taken place among us that 
can be properly called new, which. is a 

great mercy. For though you have been 


gone but one .d a ſingle day, or a ſingle 
hour, may nn alterations i in 


* From the Dave — : we were ſeldom ſcparated; 
And the few letters I wrote, were ſhort, and contained: 
| little that I can deem worth tranſcribing. I add 
the following, written after our remoxal to London; 
when the Ulneſs of our dear Eliza Cuningbam, made 
a journey to Southampton neceſſary; I ſubjoin them 
_ chiefly, as a teſtimony of the Lord's. goodneſs/ in pre- 
ſerving our affection from being diminiſneq by the 
_ Increaſe of years, 1 believe, I was not, abſent from: 
her more than a day or two · at a time, after the date of 
te laſt, till ſhe Hniſhed her o ˖οỹ © 1 + 4 
„ 2 family. 


: v6 200 Lies ts a Wiſh.” 


2 family The Lord has preſerved Us 
through a long courſe of years, and in 
different ſituations, from various calami- 
ties which have overtaken others. Our 
obligations to thankfulneſs are ſingular | 
and numerous. When the chaiſe drove 
paſt the corner, my heart ſeemed to go 
away with it. It contained, what was of 
more value to me, than the cargoes of a 
whole Eaſt India fleet. Tell Eliza that 1 
love her very dearly. I feel parting with 
you and with her; but I can cheerfully 
ſubmit to any thing, that may, by the 
Lord's bleſſing, contribute to her reco- 
very, or relief. She would ſoon be well if 
I could make her ſo, But ſhe is in better 
hands than mine. I have a comfortable 
hope that her illneſs has been, and will be, 
ſanctified, to an end far more deſirable, 
than health or life itſell / Therefore I leave 
her to the wiſe and mereiful direction of 
the Lord, who, I truſt, loves her better 
than . 

I cannot write. a x long: letter t. 
Nun FR Ex „ What 


While „e es Lan 1785. 207 
What could 1 indeed ſay," if I had more 


time, that I have not ſaid a thouſand times 


over? Let there ſtill is, and will be, 
ſomething unſaid in my heart, which 1 
have not words to expreſs. May the Lord 
bleſs this little ſeparation, to quicken us 
to mutual prayer, and to lead us to a 
thankful review of the mercy and good- 
neſs, which have followed us through the 


many years we have been united. How 


many turns have we ſeen! Under how 
many trials have we been ſupported 1 
How many deliverances have we known! 
How many comforts have we enjoyed! 
Eſpecially, what great advantages have we 
poſſeſſed, for ſeeking and knowing the 
things, which pertain to our everlaſting 
peace! The years, we have paſſed to- 


_ gether, will return no more. The af. 
| Bictions are gone, the pleaſures likewife 


are gone, for ever. The longer we live, 
ſuch pleaſures. as this world can afford, 
will, more and more, loſe their power of 
TI" Only, our love, I truſt, will 
A - ſubſiſt 


1 
3 
175 
"T ; 

1 = 

180 


7 Py — 7 * - _— = w __ pu 
— 2 2 b " — jo 10 " 
* py - \ po 

- ö ö 4 . ITE — „ 4 — 

— F 4 = — . — — * E ma 
wn — 3 8 = 4 2 

— —— vor — WF — 
3 2 ot... E 3 ' 5 en 0 - - 


Kabgt e to the . of 1 life, yea, 
beyond it. It will always be a truth, that 
the Lord in giving me you, gave me the 
beſt temporal deſire of my heart. But 
the ſhadows.of the evening advance. Old 
age is growing upon vs, and the days art 
approaching, when we ſhall have no plea- 
ſure, but what we can derive from the good 
word of God, and the \confolations f 
his Holy Spirit! Theſe, i we are fi- 
voured with them, will ſufficiently com- 
penſate for the abatement, or the loſs of 
eee 
ways flow. May his preſence be near 
our hearts, and then all will be well f + 
I am too fully employed, to feel time 
| kang heavy upon my hands, in your abſence; 
and f 1 am rpc to en 
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* : — 13 Auguſt. 
1 I THANK: «the Lord and you, for ths 
comfortable account of your arrival at 
Southampton, without meeting any harm 
by the way; and that you found our dear 
friends well. We entreated the Lord to 
take care of you, and He has heard our 
prayer. How often has he heard and an- 
ſwered us. Oh! that we may, at length, 
learn to truſt him, without anxiety. I be- 
lieve, I ſhall find it difficult to procure a 
ſupply ſor my church. But if the Lord 
pleaſes to let me ſee my dear friends, at 
Southampton, while you are with them, 
ways and means will be found, His will 
mult. take place, and I ſhould be Sorry to: 
move a ſtep without it. 1 
I long to hear that dear Eliza has been 
in the water, and how it agrees with her. 
The Lord cam give it the virtue of the 
pool of Betheſda. If He ſees it beſt for 
her on the whole, ſhe will find relief. He 
1 Fnous 
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knows what is beſt for her; ; I a0 not. 
But ] had much rather ſee her as ſhe is, 
than in full health and ſpirits, if careleſs 
and fond of diſſipation, as ĩs too frequently 
the caſe with girls at her age. To hear 
the yoke | in youth, is not pleaſant to the 
fleſh; but i it has often proved a bleſling to 
; the ſoul.” | 
'F commend: you both to the Lord, and 
to the word of his grace; I wiſh you 
much of that peace which paſſerh under. 
15 ſtanding, particularly | in this reſpect, that 
it has no neceſſary dependance upon out- 
ward things. If we wait upon Him, we 
are ſure to be remembered with the fac 
vour Which He bears to his own people. 
We have much to be thankful for, f in this 
life. Vet there is a thread of vanity runs 
through the whole of it; for He, who has 
done and ſuffered fo much, for our happi- 
neſs, does vor defigny" that v We! dal be 
og r here. n 
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1 Taaxx my dear friends for 
their great kindneſs to you; tell them 
that J ſhould be glad to be with yon, to 
ſhare in it. But 1 cannot *otne, wich 
propriety, at preſent.” 1 hope Eliza will 
be able to bathe ſoon, and as you are upon 
the ſpot, T'think you muſt wait a While. 
Dependance and ſubmiſſion, in the uſe of 
prudent means, are our parts; ; events are 
in the hand of God. It was right that 
you ſhould go to a proper place, whether 
the can bathe or not, now ſhe is there; 
becauſe the attempt was thought adviſe- 
able. And if bathing would be uſeful, I 


think ſhe will yet be able. If not, you 
have acted to the beſt of your judgment. 
What we call diſappointments, are diſpen- 
ſations, which, if rightly improved, will 


anſwer valuable purpoſes, and 'we ſhall, 


hereafter, ' ſee cauſe to be thank ful for 


Ons Fam We: to think that I love 
bf” 2 | Eliza 
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Eliza almoſt, if not altogether, as well; as 
you do. But there is an over anxiety at- 
tending your love, which hurts you, and 
Lan do Ber no good. 'Your reflections 
upon this ſubject pleaſe me. 1 would do, 
I would ſuffer much, for her advantage. 
But fil} we are creatures. - Our Lord 
God bas an abſolute right to diſpoſe of 
us, and of ours, as He ſees fit. And as 
He is ſovereign, ſo He is wiſe and good. 
0 11 f is a great mercy to be enabled to yield 
to his will; for every thing, and every 
| heart, muſt either bend, of break, before it. 

What ſhall, I ſay by way of cloſe? 
What, but breathe out the warmeſt wiſhes 
of my heart, to you and for you. Daily 
and oſten, I thank the Lord for gly ing you 
to me at firſt, and for ſparing you to me 
f long. How wery different would the 
hiſtory. of my ke have been. if yours 
had not been connected wich ir l. That iy 
idolatrous regard had ſo happy an iſſue, 
8 and that my ſin and folly have not yet de- 
.Prived me of you, are proofs of his In. 
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gular merey to me. I have innumerable 
comforts to be thankful for; but my heart 
is fo intimately united to you, that F 
ſcarcely ſeem ſuſceptive, either of pleaſure, 
or pain, but with ſome reference to you. 
Thus it Was when our union commenced, 
and thus it has been every day ſince, to. 
this hour. | If I could fay with confidence, | 
that I hold you. 110, in your. proper place 
of ſubordination, to Him Who gave you to, 
me, then I need not ſcruple to profeſs that 
your peace, your welfare, and your love, 
are dearer to me than all earthly things. 
The latter, I can fay with truth; I heſitate 
about the former. I fear you are too 
much my idol ſtill. The good Lord par- 
don me in this thing. My choiceſt com-. 
fort has been, too often, the occaſion of 
ſhewing Ser, the evil and ingratitude of - 
my heart, in me ſtrongeſt light. Oh! 
that we may both have grace to live 
the remainder of our days to Him! Do, 
my deareſt M. pray for me, pray ear- 
neſtly for me; and * He return all the 
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good you. cap aſk for me, a thouſand fold, 
into your own Polen 16 1 % „ end 90 


— 


1 


Ng „ an 23 Auguſt 
1 THANK you for your letter, and 
'T thank. the Lord that dear Eliza is able 
to bathe. May his bleſſing attend every 
means for her relief, and eſpecially, may 
her ſoul proſper ! She and you, are daily 
and hourly | remembered. You. exproſs 
the very ſentiments of my. heart. I am 
well and comfortable i in the main, but 
there i is a want of ſomething when you are 
abſent, which no creature can make up. 
B hope we ſhall meet to praiſe him ſoon. 
But, I believe, I muſt wait till after the 
4th of September. I hope, I ſhall then 
procure a proper ſupply, for a Sunday or 
two. If it be the Lord's good pleaſure 
that I ſhall come to you, it will be made 
practicable. | 


1 cannot but x wiſh, with 3 you, that _ 
; 4 | | may 
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may not be ſeparated. again; but it ĩs of 
more importance, to wiſh and pray, that 
our preſent ſeparation, may be ſanctified to 
s. Many things offer to amuſe us. Some 
deſerve, and require, a degree of our at- 
tention; but one ching is eſpecially need- 
ful. What a mercy is it, that this one 
ching, which mountains of gold and ſilyer 
cannot purchaſe, is to be had, without 
money, and without price May the Lord 
engrave it deeply on your heart and mine 
| His. name is Love; his word i is Power. 
As ſure as the ſun will riſe to- Morrow, ſo 
ſure is his promiſe, that he will, in no wiſe, 
caſt out them that come unto him. If we 
have a deſire far his bleſſings, he firſt 
gave it us, and therefore will not difap- 
point us, I long to ſee, and hear you, re- 
Joicing in his ſalvation. He only knows 
the many prayers; I have offered for you: 
. I truſt not in vain. I cannot doubt, 
- but the one. thing needful, is your chief 
deſire. Every thing elſe will ſhortly fail 
usz but the bleſſings of the goſpel will 
laſt, 


80 
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"4% 2 LAID me * in peace, and 
awoke in ſafety, for the Lord ſuſtained 
me. He is about our path, by day, and 
our bed, by night, and preſerves us from 
innumerable evils, which: would come 

upon us every hour, if his watchful Provi- 
dence did not protect us. He is our ſure, 
though invifible ſhietd, therefore, we are 
unhurt, though, in ourſelves, we are weak, 
and defenceleſs, like a city, without walls, 
or- gates, and open to excurſions, from 
every quarter. Could we but live more 
ſenſible of his ; goodneſs, and maintain that 
feeling of gratitude towards him, which we 
do, to ſome of our fellow-creatures, we 
ſhould be happy« For what is the great de- 
gn of the goſpel ?Is it not to introduce 
a, into A ate, of the moſt honourable, 
and 
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and intereſting friendſhip, and to, perpe- 


Tuate to us, the pleaſure which we find, in 
pleaſing thoſe who are deareſt to us? The 
Lord Jeſus is aur beſt friend: his charac- 
ter is ſypremely excellent, our öͤdligations 
to him are inexpreſſible, our dependance 
upon him } 18 abſolute, and our happineſs, 


in every ſenſe, is in his hands. May our 
love, cherefore, be fixed upon him, and 
we ſhall do well. He will guide us with 
his eye, guard us by his power, and his 


__ and 2 will fupply all our 


wy to dear Els, 1 aps Share: made 


Ph my mind: about her. If her recovery. 


could be purchaſed, I think I would bid 


as high for it, as my ability would reach; 


provided it was the Lord's will. But L 
am ſo ſhort- ſighted, thatT dare not aſk for 
the' continuance of her life, (nor even of 


yours) but with a reſerve of ſubmiſſion to 


his wiſdom. I know not, what might be 


the poſſible conſequences, if I could have 


my own will. I know he can reſtore her, 
Vol. IL „ 1 


EY 


as 1 as. : 


er r I OC e 
and 1 beßiere he will, if it be for * be. 
If not, I deſire to ſubmit, or rather, to ac- 
quieſce, to be ſatis fied. I ſhall feel for 
_ myſelf, if ſhe | be removed ; and, prabably, 
* ay <lings will be doubled, and: accented, 


8 
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| TY Th account. But t he can upport 
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=anftify the painful diſpenſation t to 
1 pray, to be enabled to }encruſt, 
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eren nike prac, For te 
- eft, if ſhe ſhould by taken off in 4 mo- ; 
wen, 1 have reaſon to be quite « eaſy about 
the event, as to herſelf. . And if ſhe ſhould 
decline Sradually, if 6 have little dou It „but 
the Lord will enable her to ſpeak, to, the 
com fort, and ſatisfaction, of all about her. 1 
She is in his wiſe, and merciful hands, and 


| Drin! 
» - thae Tam Content to leave her. 88 
"IHR AY, enden ee Rog uns 79} 5 WA 
. * 2. Cs wb 1 ; ES 8 2 a r 7 8 2 Sn ae 7 4. 
1 f 111 4 8 17 9 4 1 Hir 1-23 2 f TIC 4 ; 21 10 12 # 91 , 
a | . : : 
as ire 13 3 X | hs N 14 2 3 . fi 1 2 MY 
Mett TVC 
V ) 
pry Fan 9 371 11 * 0 4 42 * 4 # 8. 3 * 0 4 9 4 * = 


17 „oi Aal dot M 


: der 
\ 3 \ 3 — 12 
. 8 1 ; - b * 1 >» if 
4 5 7 4 8 5 
2 ! fat fes * a 


cds 812 
Wer INI 1785. 219 


ie Ar} 37H 100 + eg 
I £7 7909 kf, x dn! 37 2 8 ban ? 


FFF "ey 1 Sepe2 = Zig 
at Fer 110 Ard 
"Ir is a maxim with me, "whe: en, [can 


make myſelf 
1 my intention is right, to make myſelf lt 
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as eaſy as poſſible, about conſequences. I 


did not apprehend, | that Eliza had finally | 


given up bathing; ; and Mr. T—'s kind 


letter confirmed my determination to viſit 


you. 3 therefore took places early 1 in the 


diligence, that I might not be daily peſter- 


ed, with an anxious fear of being too late, 


ang thereby diſappoint you. 1 know DET, 


of man, is not in himſelf: I believe, the 


Moſt Hig h Lord condeſcends, to direct 


che ſteps 7 thoſe, who depend upon, his 


guidance; ; and ' am aware, that a thou · 
ſand events, unforeſeen, and unthought of, : 
may depend upon our movements. On 


theſe grounds, I prayed him to direct me; 
and I am fatisfied. If we come down to 
Southampton before you leave it, I ſhall 
be ready to return with you, the next 
W if you think proper. Every 
L 2 thing 


227 deen, 


thing will eaſily giye way, to my attention 
to des Eliza. 5 

„Though Monday i is the days. on vhick 
| hope to meet our (ſociety, this was not 
the reaſon, why 1 fixed to ſet off on Tueſ- 
day. 1 1 am not fond. of travelling on a 
Monday, when 1 can avoid it. The 
thoughts of ſomething relative to. the 
journey, migbt intrude, and diſcompoſe 
my 1 mind, on the Lord's day, which 1 love 
dd enjoy as quietly. as poſſible... And, after 
the ſervices of that day, a good night s reſt 

is deſirable. [IS thought, if, I changed 
3 bed on Sunday evening, and roſe at 
four the next morning, I might not come 
te you ſo well, and compoſed, as 1 hope 
ſhall on Tueſday. Otherwiſe, neither that 
ſociety, nor any company in the kingdom, 
| ſhauld detain, me a day from you, un- 
neceſſarily, when you expect me, and 
A a month's abſence. | pk: of our 
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The bleſſing of the Lord, upon our con- 
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to you, from an African voyage. What 


difference there is, I compare to the dif- 
ference between the bloſſom and the fruit. 


nection, has, in the courſe of thirty-five 
years, ripened the paſſion of love, into a 
folid, and inexpreſſibly tender friendſhip ; . 
which, I truſt, in its moſt valuable pro- 
perties, will ſubſiſt for ever. I ſhall never 


find words, fully to tell you, how much 1 


owe you, how truly I love you, nor the one 
half of what my heart means, when I ſub- 
* nen = 
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A RELATION OF SOME PARTICULARS, RE- 

 SPECTING| THE CAUSE, PROGRESS, AND 

CLOSE, OF THE LAST ILLNESS, OF MY 
LATE DEAR WIFE, 5 


Ar Mono my readers, there will doubtleſs 
be ſome, of a gentle, ſympathiſing ſpirit, 
with whom I am not perſonally acquaint- 
ed; and perhaps their feelings, may ſo far 
intereſt them in my concerns, as to make 
them not unwilling to read, a brief account 
of my late great trial. I ſhall allot a few 


pages to this purpoſe, by way of cloſe to 


my book, and to my hiſtory. 

My dear wife had naturally a good 
conſtitution, and was favoured with good 
ſpirits, to the laſt. But the violent ſhock 


_ ſuſtained, in the year 17 54, when 1 


KS was 


2 arg. 


was ſuddenly attacked by a fit, ak ** 
not of what kind) which. left me no ſign of 
life, for about an hour, but breathing, 
made as ſudden a change in ber habit, and 
ſubjected her, from that time, to a variety 
of chronic complaints. She was ſeveral 
times confined, for ſive or ſix months, to 
her chamber, and often brought ſo low, 
that her recover was degmed hopeleſs. 1 
believe, ſhe ſpent ten years, out of the forty 
that ſne was ſpared to me, (if all the days 
of her ſufferings were added together-) 
in illness, and Pain. But ſhe. had ke · 
wiſe long intervals of health. The fit I 

have mentioned (che only one I ever had) 
Nas the mean, the Lord was-pleaſed-0, ap- 
point, in anſwer to my prayers, to free me 
from the irkſome, ſea- Haring life, in which 1 
was, till then, engaged, and 0 Re me 
a ſettlement on ſnore. 9 5 
Before our removal e eee = 
. received a blow upon her left breaſt, which 


_  occalioned her ſome pain, and anxiety, for 


a little time, but mbich ſoon wore. off. A 
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ſmall lump remained, in the part affected 
bat 1 heard no more of it for many years. 
J believe that, latterly, the felt more than 
I was aware of; but her tenderneſs for me, 
made her conceal it as long as poſſible; I 
TI have often ſince wondered at her ſuc- 
cefs; and how I could ve pil. wy "ne 
ignorant A 
In the month of Oftober, 1788, ſhe 
applied, unknown to me, to a friend of 
mine, an eminent ſurgeon. Her deſign 
was, if he approved it, to ſubmit to an 
operation, and ſo to adjuſt time and cir- 
cumſtances with him, that it might be per- 
formed in my abſence, and before I could 
know it. But the ſurgeon told her, that 
the malady was too far advanced, and the 
tumour (the fize of which he compared to 
- the half of a melon) was too large, to war- 
rant the hope of being extracted, without 
the moſt imminent danger of her life, and 
nat he durſt not attempt it. He could 
give her but little advice, more than to 
yn herſelf: as quiet, and her mind as ara 
Lg as 


eas rp. 


1 poſſible; and little more eee 
went, than by ſaying, that the pains to 
which, ſhe was expoſed, were generally 
gendered tolerable; by che uſe of tlaudanum; 

to which, however, ſhe had. a diſlike, little 
won of an antipathy. e Dm. nne 

] cannot eaſily deſcribe the een ee 
425 reſignation, with which ſhe, gave me 
this recital, the next day, of he: r interview 
with the ſurgeon; nor of the ſenſations of 
my mind, while I heard it. My conſcience 
told me, that I had well deſerved to he 
wounded, where I was moſt ſenſible; and 
that it was my duty, to ſubmit with ſilence 
dc the will of the Lord. But I ſtrongly 
felt; that unleſs he was pleaſed to give me 
this ſubmiſſion, I was more likely to toſs 
Uke a wild bull in a net, in defiance of my 
_ judgment. neo % % i af [ 

Soon aſter, the Lord Was pleaſed to viſit 
a adopted daughter, with a dreadful 
fever, which, at firſt, greatly affected her 
nerves, and afterwards; became putrid. 
She was brought very near to the grave 

indeed, 
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indeed bor ves once or twice, thought ber 
| actually dead But he, who i the midſt 
of ug ment remembers mercy; reſtdred 
Yay and ſtill preſerves her to belrthe chit 

al comfort of my old age, and te 
afford me the greateſt alleviation of the 
loſs; I Was w to ee er 1 EY caſe | 
could admit. Ne hon ed 
The attention, and city; bende 
by this heavy diſpenſation, which laſted 
during the whole of a very als winter, 
were by no means fuited, to promote that 
tranquillity of mind, which my — 
wiſhed my dear wife would endeavour 
to preſerve. She was often much fa- 
tigued, and often much alarmed: Next 
to each other, this dear child had the near- 
eſt place, both in her heart and mine, 
The effects were ſoon apparent: as the 
ſpring of 89 advanced, her malady rapidly 
increaſed; her pains were almoſt inceſſant, 
and often intenſe, and ſhe could ſeldom 
be eee, ne in Nee 


ee. —_ | 13 
sern afforded relief; and gave 
ing ele nen 


2 Ag ani yore pg gw af. kt 
caſe, ſhe felt little of the diſtreſſing. pains, 


incident to her malady, from chat time, to 
the end of. her. life, (which was about 
tVenty mont excepting at three or four 
Short ene, on ken tog | 
dehnung - anguiſh, I thought, were per- 
mitted, to ſhew me, hey much I was in- 
debted to the goodneſs of God, for ex- 
* n ere and my ſympathy, 
eee in- 
N 8 * cl en 5 l 1 2000 1% 
1 1 dummer, rue 
to go to ROO returned. 
lerably well. 
_ - She was twice, a clutch cn the it 
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week, after ſhe came home. She then 
went no more abroad, except in a coach, 
for a little air and exereiſe; but ſhie was 
cheerful, tolerably- eaſy, ſlept as well as 

moſt people, who are in perfect health, and 
could receive, and converſe with, her kind : 
friends, who viſited: her. 

It was not long after, that ſhe beats to 
bann diftaſte for food, which continued, 
and increaſed; ſo that, perhaps, her death 
was, at laſt, rather owing to weakneſs, from 
want of nouriſhment, than to'her primary 
diſorder. Her diflike was, firſt, to butcher's 

meat, of which the could bear, neither the 
Gght, nor the ſmell. Poultry, and fiſh, in 
their turns, became - equally diſtaſteful. 
She retained ſome reliſh for ſmall birds, a 
while after ſhe had given up the reſt; but 
it was at a ſeaſon, when they were difficult 
to be obtained. I hope, I ſhall always feel 
my obligations, to the kind friends, who 
ſpared no pains, to procure ſome for her, 
when they were not to be had in the mar- 
kets. At Gar time, I ſet more value upon 

a dozen 


2365 abt 


dozen of larks, than upon tlie fineſt ox 
in Smithfield: But her appetite failed to 
cheſe alſo; hen they became more plen- 
UA ee 1559 bns oof td oi z ul 
Under this trying Ae I learnt, 
more ſenfibly than ever, to pity thoſe, 
whoſe ſufferings, of a ſimilar kind; are ag- 
gtavated by poverty.” Our diftreſs was not 
mall; yet we had every thing within 
reach, that could, in any degree, conduce 
to her refreſhment, or relief; and we had 
faithful, and affectionate, ſervants, who 
e always ige y eng gel wr t 
power, yea, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, beyond 
their power, in attending, and aſſiſting her, 
by night, and by day. What muſt be the 
feelings of thoſe, who, when afflicted with 
grievous diſeaſes, pine away, unpitied, un- 
noticed, without help, and, in a great mea- 
fure, deſtitute ' of common neceflaries ? 
This reflection, among others, contributed 
to quiet my mind, and to convince me, 


| tharT had ftill much more n . _ 


fulncſs, than 9 410 Hoi ai 
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20 For * A twelvemonth of her con- 
finement, her ſpirits were good, her pa- 
| exemplary, and there was a 
cheerfulneſs in her looks, and her language, 
that was wonderful. Often the livelineſs 
of her remarks, has forced a ſmile from us, 
when the tears were in our eyes. What- 
ever little contrivances ſhe formed for her 
amuſement, in the courſe of the day, ſhe 
would attend to nothing, till ſhe had finiſh- 
ed her ſtated reading of the ſcripture; in 
which ſhe employed much time, and great 
attention. I have her bible by me, (which 
I, would not part with, for half the many- 
feripts in the Vatican) in which, almoſt 
every principal text, from the beginning 
to the end of the book, is marked in the 
margin, with a pencil, by her own dear 
hand. The good word of God was her 
medicine, and her food, while ſhe was able 
to read it. She read Dr. Watts's palms 
and hymns, and the Olney hymns, in the 
fame manner. There are few of them, 
in which one, two, or more verſes, are not 
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tits marked; and, in many; which 1 up- 
poſe ſhe read more ben we- enden 
Is marked- Der it: nch S T o 
-Dbirciw\Ofvber; che Ewemp ons Fer- 
mitted, for a while, to take advantage of 
her bodily weakneſs,” to diſturb the peace 
and ſetenity'of her mind. Fler thoughts 
became clouded, and confuſed; and the | 
gradually loſt, not only the comfortable 
evidence, of her own intereſt, in the pre- 
cious truths of the bible, but ſhe loſt all 
hold of che truth itſelf; She deubted the 
truth of the bible, or whether truth exiſted. 
An, together with this, ſhe expreſſed an 
3 extreme reluctance to death; and cauld 
not eaſily bear, the moſt diſtant hint of her 
approaching end, though we were expect- 
ing it daily, and hourly; This was the acme, 
the high water- mark * wir fan's 2 r a 
hard to bear indeed. EA PR 
My readers, en will ſearcetytie 0 
that derived ſome conſolation, during this 
gloomy period, from perceiving, that herat- 
* to me, was very ſenſibly abated. 
OD hs 
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She Sale to me, with sch ien of 
| which, a little before, ſhe was incapable. If. 
when the Lord's preſence was withdrawn, 
and ſhe could: derive no comfort from lis. 
word, ſne had found ſome relief, frem my. 
being with her, or nme ſpeak; 
1 ſhould have been more grieved. Her af- 
fection to me, bande by ſo many 
prooſs, in the courſe of forty years, was 
not to be impeached, by this temporary 
ſuſpenſion of its exereiſe. I. judged the 
ſame, of the frame of her mind, as to her 
ſpiritual concerns: I aſcribed them both to 
the ſame cauſes, her bodily weakneſs, and 
the. power of temptation. She was re- 
lieved, j in both, reſpects, after about. a fort- 
night ſpent in conflict, and diſmay. The 
Lon reſtored peace to her ſoul, and then, 
her former tenderneſs to me, immediately 
revived, Then, likewiſe, ſhe could calmly 
ſpeak, of her approaching diſſolution. Sue 
mentioned ſome. particulars concerning her 
funeral, and, our. domeſtic concerns, with 
great compoſure. But her mind was not 
„ | ſo 
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{6 'fally' refivred is ite former tone, as to 
give hier freedom to enlarge upon her 
hopes, and vie ws, as I had wiſhed, till! near 
her diffolition ; and then ſhe was too low 
See 040 19 to 
One addition to our trial, yet re- 
mained. It had been her cuſtom, when 
. ſhe went from the ſofa to her bed, to ex- 
ext herſelf, for my encouragement, to bew 
me how well ſhe could walk. But it pleaſed | 
the Lord, "that, by ſome alteration, which 
affected her ſpine, ſhe was diſabled from 
moving herſelf; and other circumſtances 
rendered it extremely difficult to move 
Ty. © It has taken five of us near two 
hours, to remove her from 6 one fide of the 
bed tf to the other, and, at times, even 
s racticable: fo © that ſhe has Hin 
more chan 4 Woes exactly ih the fame 
ſpot, without the poſſibility of changing her 
Poſition. All this was neceſſary on my 
account. The rod had a voice; and it 


was the voice of the Lord I Aa 
the meaning no leſs phinly, than if he had 
ſpoken 


® , 
* 5 . 
13 
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| ſpoken audibly from heaven, and ſaid, 

« Now contemplate your idol. Now fee 
what /he is, whom you once preſumed to 
prefer to Me]. Even this bitter cup was 
ſweetened, by the patience, and reſignation, 
which he gave her. When I have ſaid, 
You ſuffer greatly; her anſwer uſually was, 
A ſuffer, indeed, but not greatly.” And 
ſhe often expreſſed her thankfulneſs, that 


though. her body was immoveable, ſhe was 


ſtill permitted the uſe of her hands. 

One of the laſt ſenſible concerns the El, 
| reſpecting this world, was, when my ho- 
noured friend, patron, and benefactor, the 
late John Thornton, Efq. of Clapham, was 
| removed to a better. She revered, and 
regarded him, 1 believe, more than ſhe 
did any perſon upon earth: and ſhe had 
reaſon. 4 Few, had nearer acceſs, to know, 
and admire, his character; and perhaps 
none, were under greater, if equal, obliga- 
tions to him, than we. She knew of his, 
illneſs, but was always afraid to enquire 


* the event; nor wb I hare ven · 
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him more chan a monch. 


hou, when 1 hardly expected to find her 
ze her the/reaſon-of my abſchce. be 


cagetly rephed, .* Go: by all means; 1 


would not have you ſtay with me, upon 
any conſideration. I put the funeral ring 
I-was favoured with, into her hands; ſhe 


put it firſt to her lips, and then to her 


eyes, bedewing it with her tears. I truſt 
bey Won met again. But the farvived | 


bs 47 


Her head became 1 hae? 
could do line more chan lit, and leck at 
her. Our intercourſe by words was near- 
ly broken off. She could not eaſily bear, 


the ſound of the gentleſt foot upon the car 


pet, nor of the ſoſteſt voice. On Sur 8 
the-12th December, when I Was 
ing for church in the morning, ſhe ſent r 


me, and we took a final farewell, as to this 
world. She faintly uttered an endearing 


W eee was familiar to her, and 
gave 


237 
gave me her hand, which I held, while'T 
prayed by her bed-ſide. We exchanged 
a few tears; but L was almoſt as bflable to 
ſpeak, a8 ſhe was. But 1 returned ſoon 
after, and ſaid, * If your mind, as J truſt, 


i in a ſtate of peace; it will be a comfort 
to me, if you can ſignify i it by holding up 


your hand. She held it up, a and MAYCT it 
W 00 ſeveral times. 

That evening, her ſpeech, her ſight, 
hi believe, her hearing, wholly failed. 
She continued perfectly compoſed, with- 
out taking notice of any thing, or diſco- 
vering any ſign of pain, or uneaſineſs, til 
Wedneſday evening, towards ſeven 0 clock. 
She then began to breathe very hard : her 
breathing might be called groaning, for 
it was heard in every part of the houſe; 
but I believe it was entirely owing to the 


difficulty of expiration, for ſlie A quite 


ſtill, with a placid countenance, as if 1 in a 


gentle ſlumber. There was no ſtart, or 


KA 


poſt. 


ey nor Ne ruffled.” '2 took =} 
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poſt by he nuts £3 4 3 i nd” ok atched her 


AI. 


nearly chree hours, with : a | candle. i in my. 
_ by I faw 5 9 755 ber 


1 gil 


When I was fore ſhe 9225 gone, 1 took 


of her ring, according to her repeated . 
junction, and put it upon my. own finger. 


a 233 1 Ty 


1 then kneeled down, with the Je ervants 
who were i in the room, a at nd returned the, 
ord my unfeigned thanks for her deliyer- 
atice, and her peaceful diſmiſſion. 0 

How wonderful muſt be the moment 
after « death! | uh What a tranſition, did. the. 
then experience! She was inſtantly freed . 
from fin, and all its attendant forrows, an and 
I truſt, inſtantly admitted to join the 
heavenly choir. "That moment, was re. 


markable, to me, likewiſe, It removed 


— 


FF 
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from me, the "Get" object, which made 
another day, or hour of life, as to my own... 
PE hg concern, deſirable. | Ar the fame 
1 it ſet me free from a weight of 2 Fr; 


SS 
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ful feelings, and anxieties, under y. Which, 


nothing wort e a divine power, © ould 
have f. ſo long bree Ty: ge Illu nen 
ge believe it was abo r 5 ut W Or, three, 


menths” before her deat h, when I. Was 


FT} 1 ** 


walking up and down the Nan, 2 


"JF? 


WET unuſu al 8 to thiseffeet: The pro- 
miſes of God muſt be true; ſurely the 
Lord will help me, if. of am willing to te. 1 
belped FI occurred to me, that we are \ 
often led, from a vain complacence. i in 


Nein 


what we call our ſenſibility, to indulge that 


FR, EY 


ufiprofitable grief, which both our Som. 


and our peace, require u us to reſiſt, to the 


a 3 


utmoſt of our power. I inſtantly. ſaid 


aloud, Lord, I am helpleſs indeed, in my 


ſelf, bur 1 hope I am willing, without re- 
ſerve, that thou ſhouldeſt help me. NED 5 
1 had! been much upon my mind, from 

the beg ginning of this trial, that I Was A... 
mii, and that the eyes. of many were 


N ; that my turn of preaching. had 


very 
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r to com- 


va ca eee ente effec eb 
yefor ever erde 2 — 


— to the Chriftidn; a poſt of ho- 
e ee ver 
exempliſfing'the pg of f divite gra 


_ that 1 nit nor W Wen 
ndence, be deprived” of the ad- 
vantage my  fituation afford me, of 
confrmingy by "ly" own Practice, the 

ad preathed 16 others, 
1 * T migfit die ive thi e m occa- 
a 09: me, 2 Words of El : 
phaz to J0b, cli. i 27 5. Her wo 2 8 | 
have upholden Hin dr was falling, 


5 IST © ; | | | xd 
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Itrengtnened | Wh : 


aces, bu now it i come unto nd 


an But 3 — thay 1 "I re- 
markably felt myſelf willing to be helped, 


I might truly ſay to the praiſe of the 
Wannen 


A paindul to 3 — 
_ and. occaſional fer 
Kranger would ſcarcely have "diſcovered, 


es, as ulual; and a 


er by, my words, or looks, that I was 
in trouble, - Many of our intimate friends 
were apprehenſive, that this long affliction, 


and. eſpecially the cloſing event, would 


have overwhelmed. me; but it was far 
otherwiſe, _ It did not prevent me from 
preaching a ſingle ſermon, and 1 OW 
on the day of her death. | 


Aſter the was gone, my lined a to 


be helped, and my deſire. that the Lord's 


goodneſs to me, * be 07 rved by 
oy" u. e capt 10 --. Others, | 


2 1 
* 


i al s, for their encouragement, made me 


| indifferettto ſome laws of eftabliſhedcufl. 


tom, the breach of which is often more i: 
ticed, than the violation of God's commande 
I was afraid of fitting at home, and in ak 
ing. myſelf, by poring over my loſs; 
therefore J was ſeen in the ſtreet, ae 
next day. I likewiſe preached three times, 


while ſhe lay dead in the houſe. '' Sotne of 


my brethren, kindly offered their aſſiſt- 
ance; bur as the Lord Was pleaſed: to vive 


me ſtrength, both of body and mind, I 
thought it my duty to ſtand up in my 


uhice, as formerly. And after” ſhe was de- 


poſited in the vault, I preached her funeral 


fermon *, with little more ſenſible emotion, 


chan if it had been for another perſon. 1 
have reaſon to hope that many of my 


hearers, were comforted, and animated 
under their afflictions, by What they faw | 


| ; * From a text Which I had reſerved from my firl 
entrance on the miniſtry, For this particular _ if 


* ſurvive her, and be able to ſpeak. + c 
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of the Lord's goodneſs to me, in n my. time 
of need. And I acknowledge, chat it 
was well worth ſtanding A 1 while | in the 
fire, for ſuch an opportunity of experienc- 


ing, and exhibiting, the power and faith- 


fulneſs of his promiſes. 
I was not ſupported by lively, ſenſible 


conſolations, but by being enabled to 
realize to my mind, ſome g great and lead- 
ing truths of the word of God. I faw, what 
indeed [ knew before, but never till then ip 


ſtrongly and clearly perceived, that as a lin- 
ner, I had no ri ight,: and as a believer, I could 

ave. no reaſon, to complain. . conſidered 
her a as a loan, which He who lent her to 


me, bad a right to reſume whenever He 
pleaſed ; and oY as I had deſerved to for- 
feit her every day, from the firſt; it be- 


came me, rather to be thankful that ſhe 
was ſpared t to me ſo long, than to reſign 


her with reluctance, when Called for. Far- 
ther, that his ſovereignty, was connected 
with infinite wiſdom and goodneſs; and 


+ vs 


that conſequently, if 1 it were Paſlible for 
2192 M 2 ; me 
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me to alter any 12 5 of. his N could 

only ſpoil it—that ſuch a a ih ort-li ighted 

greature as. 1;fo blind to the 2 8 

ſequences. of, my own wiſh 1 415 
only : unworthy, . but Sica 6 9085 


well for myſelf; and that it 3, therefore | 
my great mercy. and privilege, that the 


4 18. 


Lond. condeſcended to chooſe for me. 
May ſuch conſiderations powertully affe 


the hearts of my readers under their trou- 
bles, and then, 5 ſhall not regret having 
| Ae, to the view of the public, a 

derail, which may ſeem more proper for 
the ſubj ect of a private letter to a friend. 
They who can feel for me, will, F hope, 
excuſe me. And it is chie fly for their 
ſakes, that 1 have written it. . 
When my wife died, the world ſeemed 

to die with, her, {6 hope, to revive n 
1 more). * ſee little now, but my mini 
and my Chriſtian, profeſſion, .to. make 3 2 
continuance in life, for a ſingle day, defir- 
able; though L am willing to wait m 


yo, 18 txt 2 * 


e time. 1 the world cannot re- 


411 $2 » 


D * ſtore 


- 
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Wiki k = 


flore her to me (not that 1 have tlie fe- 
moteſt wiſh that her return was poſlible) it 


1100 1 


can do nothing for 'me; "The Bank-of 


Engl; land, is too poor to compedlate;”! for 


eh a ke as mine. ut the Lord, the 


all-ſufficient God, "ſpeaks, and it is done: 
Let thoſe who know him, and truſt: him; 
be 12 1 od courage. He can give them 

according to their day; He can 
e their eren. as their” hah are 


<<. +4 TT Ras 


w] har He can do, He has Pes he 


u 


pend, and which uphold the ſtars in their 
orbits, is equally engaged to ſupport” his 
715 le, and to lead them, fafely and un- 

urt, (fil their path b be ſo appointed) through 


floods and flames. ä Though J believe the | | 


Bas 1 neyer yet been (and probably never 
will be) out of my Waking thoughts, for 


= minutes a at a time; though 1 ſleep i in 


e, bed, 1 in which ſhe ſuffered, and' lan 


M 3 guiſhed 
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ill do. The power, and faithfulneſs, on 
ich the ſucceſſve changes of day and 
night, wy of the ſeaſons of the year, de- 
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guiſhed ſo long; I have not had one un- 
comfortable day, nor one reftleſs night, 
fince ſhe left me. I have loſt a right 
hand, which J cannot but mifs continually, 
but the Lord: enables me to 80 on, cheer- 
fully, without it. 

May his bleſſing reſt upon the reader! 
May glory, hoteur, and praĩſe be aſcribed 
to his great and holy name, een = 
ever! Amen. : 
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VERSES SUNG AFTER HER FUXBRAL SERMON 


% 


HABAR. iii. 17. . 


— de - trer ſhall not bloſſom, neither all 
fruit be in the vines; tbe labour of the olive 
ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat; 
the flock ſhall be cut off from the fold, and 
there Hall be no herd in the fall: yet I will 


rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God f : 


* ſal varie en. 


T Tux earth with rich abundance ſtor 4 


Te anſwer all our wants \ 
Invites our hearts to praiſe the Lord, 
For what his bounty grants. 


2 Flocks, herds, and corn, and grateful fruit, 
His gracious hand ſupplies 
And while our various taſtes they ſuit, 
Their proſpect cheers our eyes. 
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8 7 / : . 
: 310 theſe, He adds each tender tie 
Of fweet domeſtic life; 
Endearing joys, the names imply 


Of parent, huſband: wife 


4 But fin has poiſon'd all below, > © 
Our bleflings, . burdens n ' 
On ev'ry hand we ſuffer woe, K 

But moſt, where moſt we ho: KA 


5 Nor vintage, harveſt, flocks, nor herds, | 
Can fill the heart's deſire; et „% 
And oft a worm deſtroys our as: I”: Ss 

And all our bers . | LN 


6 Domeſtic j n, alas ! * rare! 1 PEE 
Poſſeſs d, and known by few 5 = : . 
And they who know them, find they are 
As frail, and tranſient too. 


4 


5 But you, who love the Saviour $ voice, 
And reſt upon his name; 3 
Amidſt theſe changes may rejoice, 
For he is ſtill the ſame. OT. 


8 The Lord kinſelf will ſoon appear, 
Whom you, unſeen, adore ; _ 
Then He will wipe off ev'ry tear, 

And you ſhall weep no more.. 


KAnn | Bake 
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PE 
OF THE UNCHANGEABLE GOODNESS OF Go, 
. UNDER CHANGING DISPENSATIONS. = 
No. 1. 
| WRITTEN ON FEB. 12, 1776. | 
The Twenty-fifth Anniverſary of our Marriage. 


THE LORD GAVE=— 


1 For what this day. recals to mind . 

My praiſe to God is due; if 

How many bleſſings he defign'd 
To give, in giving Vou. 


4 


2 When hateful, hating and forlorn 
In Afric's Wilds I ſtray d;: 24 
| His hand ſecur'd my ſafe return, 45 
But You, the Mean, was made. 


3 How little, then, could be foreſeen 
My path in future life 
But he prepar'd each following ſcene, 


By making You, my Wife. 
8 5 Mg 4 The 


250 3 ayrenD Ix 
4 The _ Jon. that 10 0 our 93 1 
(Sweet prelude to his Grace) 


More firm, in my remembrance, ſtands 
Than if engrav'd 1 in braſs. 


5 Bot ah My heart, by 5 „ 
(How painful is the thought) 
Soon, of the Gift, an Idol made, 
The Giver foon forgot 


6 Sow :althy, might Cn ſudden turn 

Have parted us again; on 
And left my guilty ſoul to mourn 

In agony and pain | OW 


But though we both, and chiefly * 
For Good have render d =_— 
His mercy hath been always nigh, 

His hand preſerves us Tn. 


3 With nivitudt love, and peace, and health, | 
And friends, We have been bleſt; 
And, if not, what the World calls, Mall, 
We have Enough poſſeſs d. 8 


9 From FN to place, from year to year, 
The Lord has been our Guide; 
Our ſure reſouree in time of fear, 
When all has beſide. a 
10 Thus 
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10 Tus: 9 auf twenty an. the lan 
Has trod his annual pati; | 
And: we apade are poſtihg on 
8 meet ene death! 


11 Sure, none a Were life have FIT 
Than ours, thus far, has been; 
But could we covet, now tis gone, 
To live it o'er __ 


12 Like checker'd Cloth, the Warp with love 
And comfort has been fpread; ' 
But Cares and Croſſes interwove © 
Have furnih'd half the thread. 


13 Yes! Even We, who ſo much joy,, 
So much endearment know, 
Have found that ſomething will annoy, 
And tarniſh all belo-w]· 


14 Yet ev'ry Croſs a Mercy is, 


' A Bleſſing ev'ry Thom, e 
That tells us, Here is not our bliſs, 
Z We were for noble born. 0 


15 That Lam Hers, and She/is | Mine, . 
Invites my feeble lays; i TRA 
But,. Saviour, that we Both are Thine, 
| Demands my higheſt Bun: 
M 6 | 


16 With 
us + 
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16 With Thee, dear Lord, who ruleſt All, 
The wiſe appointment lies, 
To which of us the lot muſt fall, 
To. .clole the other's eyes! 5 


17 Then all our intercourſe while here, 1 

4 How happy, and how kind!) 

Will like a fleeting dream appear, 
Which leaves no trace behind. 


— 


18 os us, ev'ry day we live, 
For that important hour; 
And when, at length, it ſhall arrive, 


Support us by thy po r. od pe 


5 Who firſt departs, may Thy kind ſmile N 
Strengthen, with joy to . | 
And the Survivor reconcile | 
To N a while below. 


20 ' bans, may. it ſeem. of little weight, N 
Which of us goes before; 
Aſſur'd that we ſhall ſhortly meet 
To part again no more. . 


21 Oh, N What LE Rr joy; and praiſe. 
" Our ſouls ſhall then review r, 
The ſnares, and mercies of the Ways, 


OA were conducted thro? ! ! 1 
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WRITTEN on bk. xe, 1701. 


2 Firſt Anniverſary of her Dijmiſſi jon from this 
| State of Sin and Sorrow. ones 


ES 


| Condsd oboe atoll cus ww : 
—THE LORD HATH TAKEN AWAY. BLESSED BE 
THE NAME or THE LORD. 


1 


Ble ed be God, even the Father of our Lord Je- 
Jus Chriſt, the Father of Mercies, and the God 
of all Comfort! Who comforteth us in all our 
tribulations, that we may be able to comfort 
them which are in any trouble, by the comforts 
wherewith we ourſelves are ee d God. 


I 3 She was e . not my own, 
Thou haſt not done me wromes © 05 50 
I thank Thee for the precious loan” 
Afforded me ſo Need | 


" . 
2 
„ & 


2 For thou gh no ſingle 2s has been. 
Or talent, well improv'd; 


I chiefly ſee, and mourn, we fin 
1285 what I rw a ee 18 


I = 1 I tremble, 


FLAP | 


als -1$ She drop a tear, A mp aj, 
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3 J trembled, when Thou ſaidſt, ee! 
A much-abuſed truſt; 5 


But could not wonder, or Fringe 'Y 
I own'd the NSA juſt. 


4 Vet mercy, ſweeten'd my diſtreſs ; z- 
And, while I felt thegd; 
Gave me abundant cauſe to bleſs | 
An All-ſufficient Gd! 


5 Sharp was my pain, and deep my wound; 

(A wound which Kill, muſt bleed) 
But daily help, andi strength L found! 

Proportion” d to my. need, PO 


IE 4 


A 
\ 
; 


6 Like Jonah 0c our ftories TO 
I view'd my gourd, well pleas d; 
Luke him, I could not fre the root AE 6 
On which ws worm had ſeiz d. | 
11 doe 
7 But fav, at A 8 hour Fur __ 
(That hour. I fance have known) : 
When all my earthly. Vo muſt, 5 0 
And I be left alone. 


5 0 


* 
20 Erl v=b Jon 1 3 2 


And fain ſhe would have, ſpoke; 
But well my heart could maderſiand. , w 
The hk of Her look, 
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9 Farewell, it meant, a laſt Adiea! 
I ſoon ſhall ceaſe from pain; | 
This Glent tear 1 drop for you 
We part—to meet again. 


10 I faid, „If leaving all below, 
You now have peace divine; 
And would, but cannot, tell me ſo, ; 
- Give me, at leaſt, A ſign.“ 


11 She rais'd, and gently wav'd her hand, 
And fill'd me with a joy, 
To which the wealth of Sea and Land 
Compar'd, were but a Toy. 


12 J trot; indeed, the knew wy grace 
Before this trying day; 
Bur Satan had, a while, Acceſs, . 
a To fil her with may. 


13 Tin then, tho" two long Nn the pra, 85 
Without an hour of eaſe; 
Cheerful the ſtill appear d, reign) 

And bore her croſs, in peace. OY 


14 Daily, while able, cloſely 100, „ rg 05 


She read the word of God: 14 
And thence her hope and comfort drew, . 
x Med' eine and her Food. 


15 A ſtranger 


% Arxrzupr- 


16 A Aranger might have well preſum'd, 
From what he ſaw her bear; 
This burning buſh was not conſum'd, 


- Becauſe the Lord was there. 


16 Three days, ſhe could no notice take, 

Nor ſpeak, nor hear, nor ſee ; 3 
O Lord! Did not my heart-ſtrings ache? 
Did not I cry to Thee? 


17 That while I watch'd her, night and day, 
My will, to Thine, might bow ? 
And, by this Rod, didſt Thou not ſay, 

« Behold your Idol now! » 


18 © From her you lov'd too much, proceed 8 


| cc Your ſharpeſt grief and pains; . 
« For, ſoon or late, the heart muſt bleed 10 7 


« That Idols entertains. 


19 FR Lord, we both have guilty dive, 
And juſtly are diſtreſs d; 
But ſince Thou doſt forgive our r fin, 
I welcome all the reſt, 


20 Only uphold us in the fire, 
Our fainting ſpirits cheer ; 
And I thy Mercy will admire | 


When moſt thou ſeeim'ſt ſevere. 
W's fd oy , 21 Fainter, 
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21 Fainter, her breath, a | 


Until ſhe breath'd berlüaſt 21 f tool. 
The Soul Was gone, before e 
The ſtroke of death vras paſt. 4 


22 Soft was the moment, and ſerenm 
That all her ſuff rings clos'd; TA ö 87 
No. agony, or ſtruggle ſeen, THT, 

No feature diſcompos d. 1 


23 The parting ſtruggle all was mine; A ic 
„ Tis the Survivor dies 

For ſhe was freed, and e Jed 1 1+ 
The Triumph of the Skies. 


<4 To me, it was a ftormy day, 

Tho glad for her releaſe; 3 

But He, whom ſeas and ſtorms ye 
Soon bid the Tempeſt ceaſe. 


25 My ſelfiſh heart had wilh'd tierhere; © 


To ſpend her days in pain; | | 

That ſhe, what I could fay, might ben, 5 
And ſpeak to me again. Lot Foun EE 1 

26 Our kindneſs to our ſuff'ring friends | 
Would keep them ſtill below ; 8 4 

But He, who loves them 1 0 W. 5 IF 
And at his call, They go. | 


E Rack * J 


„ TE k 
N. £ 
* 
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327 Each wowent, \fince that bing hour. 
| My loſs I keenly feel; 


Bureau, 1 feel my eee wear 
3 10 ſanctify „and heal. 


28 Ab, World! Vain World | By whom my Lord 
Was enn, een, 
What comfort now; canſt thou afford 
To mitigate my pain 1 


29 Ln Gnee, I chpuld, by his dear . 
| Have learnt to die to Thee; 
But if I learn it by my Los, 
That Loſs my Gain will he. 


30 Now, Lord, to Fhee 1 would _ 42 
On Thee, alone, depend; i 
Thow art, when creaturey-fail lende, 

An ever-Living Friend! 


I Now thou haſt made a'V od within, 
Which only Thou canſt fill; 

| Oh * grant me pardon: of my 8 

And Grace to do thy Will, 


32 That I mth, joy thy flock ae 
A pattern to them be, 
And comfort them, intime of l, 
Vouchſafe to e me. 
NSA 33 Let 
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23 Let me believe, and love and praiſe, 
And wonder and adore, | 

And view Thee guiding alt my ways; . 
I aſk for . more. i 


34 To Thee T would commit the reft: 
The When, the How, the er ee | 


Thy- Wiſdom will determine beſt, 
Without my anxious care. 


35 May J, with faith and patience, wait, 
For ſoon thy call will come; 
When I ſhall change this Mortal State 
For an Eteraal Home. 


36 The vail of Sin and Unbelief 
Shall then be rent in twain; _ 
And they, who parted here with grief, 
Shall met, with joy, again. 


37 Then will the Lord himſelf appear, 
With all his blood- bought ſneep, 
'To wipe, from ev'ry face, the tear, 
And they no more ſhall weep. 


38 May thoughts, like theſe, relieve my toil, 
And cheer my ſpirit up! 
Who would not ſuffer here awhile; 
For ſuch a glorious hope? = 
Eby 1 85 : No. IV @ 
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mi och got ni 1 neo ba\l > 
. N ﬀf eee eee, 
8 Wan: Grace her. 6 to ſooth my pain 
And heal my wound, applies 
NO make it throb, and bleed again,: 
Officious Mem' ry tries. 
Too well ſhe knows each tender feng? 
That twines about my heart; 
And how to fix a piercing ſting. 3h 


In the 1 1 oe” WR 


® May I not yet, ſome reſpite take 1 
Prom dwelling on ber death? 
Did I not feel her heart- ſtrings W 
3 watch her laſt-drawn breath? 
e- ! ceaſe, at length to haunt _ mind 
Wich images of grief: 


"Cant thou no pleaſing topics aud Le 47 
p eee 8 


F e 3 But 
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nee - 2. 
3 But as a ſieve fe ran retain, 


And lets the flour fall thro', 
: So careful mem ry keeps my pain, ö 
And loſs, in conſtant view; i 
While comforts, Fountleſs- as the end 5 
Which crown my favour'd lot, 12 
Tho each, my warmeſt N demands, 
Are e . hind 


4 And can I un 8 Au 3 
Muhen helpleſs, hopeleſs, loſt, 
I pin'd, in miſeries and crimes, 
On Afric's horrid coaſt ? 
To Chriſt my cord, a daring foe, 
To men, a wretched flave; | 
Yet, on that brink of endleſ woe 
He ſhew d his pow'r to fave. 


5 His mercy, tho! by me unſought, 
Kept me from falling i Ag i 
His arm my full deliv'rance wrought, 
His grace forgave my fin. | * 
He taught my baſe blaſ ns tongue. 
To aim at pray'r and praiſe; 22) 
1 my ſhield, and ſtrength, ind ae. 
nnn, 1 


123 £5 


"3 


6 Thus 


. As mereies chr my future life 
| 1 15 | Were new from day to day: 
= The chief of all, was that dear wife 


14 4 au# 


__ ::--: He ſince has 


N. 


Arie 


= 45 Shall one fo favour'd el er 9 | 1 5 
* Or ope ſp vile complain? : 
| N v—let me praiſe ſſie EW was x mine, 

And ſhall be mine again. 


: "If IF gents could break our union 
4 : : | (Frail, tho! eridear'd:the-tie) :; 41 | 
-- "The ſtronger band of Grace ha 
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